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The 
beginning

……………...



Amanni,  July 2002The photo to the right was taken in my aunts car just five days after 
my 7th birthday. If you look closely you can see that my left arm has a 
tattoo on it that goes from the top of my shoulder down to my 
forearm. 

However, at 7 years old, drawing on myself was simply just one of my 
past-time hobbies. The “tattoos” i drew on myself never had any 
significance. Instead, i seen them as being something that was just 
“cool to have”.

With time i began to understand that tattoos were seen as being both 
socially and religiously taboo. More importantly, my mother held 
strong views against tattoos but her views never steered me away from 
wanting to get one. 

Ultimately, I waited until i turned 22 to get my first tattoo. Waiting 
gave me the chance to contemplate deeply upon the details of tattoo. 
This story has given me the chance to open up about the meaning of 
my tattoo and i’m excited to share it. 



The 
universe

……………...



What is the meaning of life?

Between the ages of 15 and 22 I lost 7 of my loved ones, so I 
often dwelled on the question of life and it’s meaning. For 
me, The precious lives of my loved ones had a deeper meaning 
and through their loss i was able to find some answers along 
the way. 

Life, for me, has always taken on 
many different meanings at 
different times of my life. 

what has always remained constant, 
though, is my belief in the idea that 
our lives are connected to the 
universe. 

The astrological zodiac that is drawn 
in the original image is meant to 
exaggerate that the circle above the 
sphinx is the universe. Within it, 
rests pieces of the celestial which i 
chose to include in the tattoo and 
connect to the sphinx. 



Your mind
Your body

……………...



“Keep your mind and your body strong”

My fascination with ancient egyptian history and art will help 
me tell the next piece of my story. Which is that In life we are 
connected to the universe,  but  we must protect our minds 
and our bodies to lead fruitful lives. 

. 

in ancient egypt, sphinx were built to 
protect temples and they’ve always 
symbolically represented strength 
and wisdom. As for my tattoo i 
wanted the two sphinx to represent 
the mind and the body as being 
connected to the celestial above.  

The tiny detail below with the door 
represent an entry into this world 
dominated by the universe. 
Moreover, Above is calligraphy which 
states my life’s mantra - 
“To live life forever”. 



Qiqihar, China

……………...



“Power, strength, wisdom, and courage”

During the spring of 2013, i spent 3 months living in china. The 
purpose of my trip was to go to china and spend 1 month and a 
half at a youth orphanage in Qiqihar, China teaching and playing 
with children who were victims of the one child policy. 

I grew up my entire life being an only child so to witness and 
engage with children who had become victims of such a vicious 
policy truly resonated with me forever. 

Similar  to the chinese dragon, these children represented power, 
strength, wisdom, and courage. The dragon, to me, was in a way a 
tribute to them and what they taught me during my time in 
china. In addition, it also signified, to me, that there is beauty in 
the beast called life. However, in order to obtain such beauty you 
must work diligently everyday to grow both mentally and 
physically so i connected the dragon to the sphinx. 



“Power, strength, wisdom, and courage”



jezebel

……………...



Jezebel is my mother, not a bible figure

My tattoo would be nothing if didn’t 
include a symbolic representation of 
my mother - jezebel.  

The meaning of life is the theme of my 
tattoo, and that narrativewould be 
incomplete without having included 
my creator.  

jezebel, ironically, is the name of a 
queen in the bible who manipulated 
men with her beauty. Playing on this 
notion of jezebel, i wanted to 
symbolically represent my mother in a 
religious way. 




