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Intersectionality

“Apolitics was for these students a way of understanding the conditions and
possibilities of revolutionary practice in the United States, Latin America, Europe, Russia,
and Africa: the broadest forms of liberation necessicated the widest range of historical and

political knowledge” (Ferguson 58).

The quote above from Rod Ferguson’s book We Demand: The University and Student
Protests answers an unasked question: How can student movements best succeed under the
umbrella of inclusivity and intersectionality?
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Ferguson incorporates Ranciére’s dehnition of politics as being o‘r%r when thej: “uncounted”
or the marginalized realize they are being oppressed (55). The ethnic student movements of

the 1960s realized the key in intersectionality as displayed in their efforts to diversify their

academic curriculum (58). A college campus has the opportunity to offer the space and
opportunity for many to learn about the histories of people from different governments and
identities than their own.
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Ferguson’s chapter “Student Movements and Post-World War Il Minority
Communities” and the Students for a Democratic Society: A Graphic Story (SDS) bridges and
exemplifies the need for relational politics both in coursework and in movements in general,
SDS provides multiple examples of how people are exposed to the ramifications of an
oppressive hierarchical system through their neighbors and even parents. We tend to forget
how intricately this system works to maintain those in power and how it passively expresses
itself through certain actions and comments and thus become normal in our everyday life.
There are several examples in SDS that I argue expand on what [ refer to as passive actions
and comments that reinforce an oppressive system. One way to fight against this system is
by gaining the most “historical and political knowledge” possible in order to apply and shape

our own tools to make sure there is intersectionality (Pekar 58). 0 by fs MRS
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