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Preface

Divisive debates over who “qualifies” as a U.S, political prisoner, and what means
should be used for liberation, have been raging for decades; obviously, they will not
be zesolved here. Still, deeply held views influenced my shaping of this project and
the editing of many of the essays presented here. First, I find thar definitions com-
monly used to discuss U.S. “political prisoners” tend to be overly inclusive and sim-
plistic. Therefore, 1 reject the following as inherently limited designations for
“political prisoner™: any incarcerated individual wha self-defines as such; anyone
the state labels as a “criminal” or “terrorist”; and anyone the state politically dis-
criminates against through differential enforcement of laws, racially and economi-
cally driven sentencing regimes, and prison treatment. Of course, the above
categories apply to many of the writers in this volume. Yer that in itself is not what
qualifies them as progressive “political prisoners”"—for the question of political
agency for a greater democracy remains to be addressed.

The refusal to politically romancicize criminals reflects narrow selfinterest and
broader commurial goals. Regarding self-interest, the criminal for profit or enter-
rainment {your neighbar, nephew, stackbroker, or statesman }—with less fervor
than the white supremacists who engineered the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing
or the religious extremists who execured the 1993 and 2001 World Trade Center
bombings—furthers the demise of me and my kin, Black women demanding politi-
cal, economic, intellectual, and sexual freedoms are considered legitimate “rargets”
by various insurrectionists of varied ideologies. Personal interests are compatible
with polirical goals: Any group or individual seeking domination—whether racial,
religious, and sexusl or economic, political, and international—is the enemy of a
liberated saciety.

Unlike progressive radicals and revolutionaries (politically, “radical” is not syn-
onymous with “extremist”), reactionaries are restorers—rather than transform the
current order, they seek to reimpose or reinvigorate old orders of supremacy. Reac-
tionary political prisoners or prisoners of war (apprehended by the state, they can
also be classified as “unlawful combatants” and so denied the protection of interna-
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xii Preface

tional or national norms) are not the subject of this volume. [n fact, the volume's
vontributors are designated not only "enemies of the state™ but also enemies of the
reacrionaries at war with the state.

As progressive political prisoners or prisoners of war, revolutionary "“enemies of
the state” differ from reactionary “enemies of the state.” The former expand, while
the latter oppose, democratic freedoms. {Centralizing power with corporate and
military elites and violating human rights, the state has also proven itself an adver-
sary to democracy.) Progressive “combatants” who resisted state repression in self-
defensive ar offensive acts that inadvertently caused the loss of life cannot be easily
dismissed as *“terrorists” by confining them—conceptually or physically—with
racial, ideological, or religious supremacists.

One need not argue that the “enemy of my enemy is my friend.” It is reasonable
to refuse friendship to a “protective” imperialist stare expanding police and war
powers, a fearful society with slight regard for civilian losses or “collateral damage”
that are not "white" or “American.” Likewise, it is more than reasonable to con-
demn an insurrectionary terrorist (alter ego to a state rerrorist?) who targets civil-
ians in asymmeurical warfare.

The following writings by progressive political prisoners as intellectuals function
as documentary history/political manifestoftheoretical treatises. This wark chroni-
cles the turbulent liberation struggles in the United States beginning and ending
with spiritual praphets: respectively, Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., and Lakota
warrior and artist Leonard Peltier, The discussion (debare) of whart constitutes a
U).5. policical prisoner is best understood within a lacger hiscoricat cortext of repres-
sion and resistance. That context, unfortunately, cannot be adequarely developed
within the confines of this book. However, we can note four key aspects about the
historical trajectory of rebellion from oppressed peoples wichin the United States.

Firse, throughout American history, “criminals” are racially invenred in the pub-
lic mind; thus, entire communities or peoples are "“criminalized,” Criminality is
considered ro be nonconformity; nonconformity is often determined not merely by
behavior but also by biology or appearance. Bodies thar fail to confarm to “white-
ness” are treated differently under srate or police paze. Greater chedience is
demanded from—and greater violence is used against—those whose physical differ-
ence marks them as offensive or threatening. Racially driven policing and sentenc-

ing for both social crime and political rebellion mean thar African Americans don’t
do "“white time.” Compared to their European American counterparts, they dispro-
portionately serve longer sentences under more severe conditions.

Second, the tradition of armed slave insurrecrions and maroon societies of indige-
nous and African fugitives in the Americas established a histarical consciousness
thar would, a century later, infuse the women and men in the Black Panther Party,
che Black Liberation Army, and the white anti-imperialist movernents.” Likewise,

the military resistance of indigenous peoples and leaders such as Chief Joseph, Sit-

ting Bull, and Geronimo imprinted the American Indian Movement.
Third, as did the nineteenth-century slave and indigenous rebellions, twentiech-
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cencury anticolonial struggles rempered boch pacifists and armed combatants.
During the pose-World War 11 era, traditional imperialism unraveled as the
oppressed in Africa, Asia, and Latin America waged insurrections in national liber-
ation movements that reverberated into the United Seates, Consequently, India’s
Mohandas Gandhi influenced Martin Luther King, Jr., while the Congo's freedom
fighter and president Patrice Lumumba influenced Malcolm X, U.S. domescic
rebellions were international in scope and effect as well. The U.S, government
understood this as it developed its response through infamous and assassinarion-
prone "intelligence programs” such as the Federal Bureay of [nvestigation’s
COINTELPRO! and the Cenrral Intelligence Agency; both police instirutions were
used to destabilize domestic dissent.

Fourth, some readers might tend to overemphasize the discussions of armed strug-
gle chat appear prominently in the fist half of this anthology. However, a careful
reading of contemporary U.S. history reveals that radical organizations parnered
wide support based on their ability to address the material necds and aspirations, as
well as ideals, of their communities. For example, reservation, barrio, or urban
youths were {and are) disaffected by and cverwhelmed with frustration at dead-end
jobs, poverty, inferior and disciplinary schooling, and police violence. It is logical
then that the Black Pancher Party, Brown Berets, Young Lords, Young Patriots, and
American [ndian Movement would have mass appeal among the young. While the
majority media focused on the armed aspect of such groups, it was their free break-
fast programs, free medical clinics, freedem schools, and social services that elicited
wide support. They offered an alternative to the state; and by their massive appeal
in oppressed communities, they presented the government with the real threat of
popular insurrection guided by revolutionaries. Hence, the governmental fear which
produced COINTELPROs illegal, cutrageous, and murderous acts also became a
“rational choice” for maintaining dominance. Likewise when New York governor
Nelson Rockefeller used the Narional Guard to brutally suppress the 1971 Attica
prison rebellion, it was not just the physical assault (with makeshift knives and
clubs) on state and police authority that was repelled, but the political agency of
prisaners collectively organizing to demand safe and sanitary living conditions,
decent food, and reasonable rather than “slave” wages for their labor. (The Attica
Manifesto as well as other writings can be found on the Imprisoned Intellecouals web-
site: www.rowmanlittlefeld.com.)

When not waged as merely episadic raging against injustice, civil disobedience
and rebellion inevitably raise the question, “What is revolutionary?' Of course, that
Question cannot be adequately addressed within the limited context of this collec-
tion {or likely any other). However, a few observations can be made. Revolutionar-
fes are distinct from radicals and insurrectionists even when they share the same
progressive desires 10 end military, racial, economic, or sexual domination. Revelu-
tlon encompasses and surpasses radicalism and rebellion to pursue a greater objec-
tive: freedoms safeguarded by insricutions. Rather than merely revolr against
repressive hierarchies or disobey unjust laws and customs, revolutionary palitics
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seeks ro build new structures and norms. Hence, revolutionaries are more feared
than radicals or even insurrectionists {who tend to have little allegiance to the
state} by governing structures and elites.

It is worth noting chat neither crime naor violence is inhereatly revolutionary.
{Capitalism in the Americas {5 predicated on the theft of land and labor and the
mass musder of indigenous and African peoples.) Yet caged in penal sites becanse
of criminal or violent acts, prisoners can be transformed into revolutionaries. Just
as in civil society, state criminality and viclence can transform law-abiding citizens
into revolutionaries.

Not all rebels favor insurreceion or revolution. Demands for a total transforma-
tion of the state are rarely sustained even among progressives, althouph such
dermands flare periodically with public cutrage ar governmenr excess. What histo-
rian Vincent Harding nores of nineteenth-ceneury slave-turmed-abolitionist Frede:-
ick Douglass applies to twenty-fitst-century radicals and prison abolitionists:

He could nor—or would nor—sharpen and maintain those occasional radical insights
which at times had led him to see the involvemenc of the American people, the Ameri-
can institutions, and rhe American govesnment in the steel-like web of racism, exploi-
tative economics, and fear which formed the basic undergirding of slavery. For it was
not the call to armed insurrection which was the hallmark of antebellum black mdical-
ism, but a careful capacity to see the entire American government, and the instimrions
and population which it represented, as the basic foe of any serious black smugele,
whatever its form mighe rake. It was America, not simply slaveholders, which needed
to be rransformed, and above alt the government and its ipstitutions.®

This volume is based on the conviction—disturbing to many—that the United
States and its governing institutions, not just its penal sites rife with human rights
abuses, need to be wansformed. Here, acrivists incarcerared for deeds criminalized
by the United States appeal to the U.S. consticution, intemational law, morality,
and religious faith to transform life on both sides of the razor wire. Insights into
insurrection, rebellion, and liberation require that we engage with their works, both
their contributions and contradictions. Refusing to position imprisoned intellectu-
als as icons, this collection presents them as gateways to avenues thac bypass a pan-
theon in a difficult journey toward liberation movements.

NOTES

1. See the pamphler by European American, anti-imperialist political prisoness Marilyn
Buck, David Gilbert, and Laura Whitchom, Enemies of the Ste {Brooklyn: Resistance in
Brooklyn, 1999, 24 printing), editor’s papers.

2. For analyses of how people are criminalized based on race, see Jarome G. Miller, Search
and Destroy: African American Males in the Criminal Justice System {Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1998); Luana Rass, Invenring the Sovage: The Social Construction of Native
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American Criminality (Austin: University of Texas I'ress, 1998); and Beth Richie, Compelled
ta Crime {New York: Routledge, 1995).

3. For scholarly wotrks on the histary of armed struggle against enslavement, see Vincent
Harding, There Is a River: The Black Stnigple for Freedom in Ametica (New York: Vinrage
Books, 1983); Thomas Higginson, Black Rebellion: A Selection from Travellers and Outlaws
{New York: Arno Fress, 1969, rpet.; New York: Lee and Shepard Publishers, 1889); Herbert
Aptheker, Amevican Negro Slave Revolis (New York: Cotumbia University Press, 1944, 2d
printing). For works on resistance to the criminalization of African Americans or “black-
ness,” see [da B, Wells, Southern Horrors and Other Witings (Boston: Bedford, 1997); Herbert
Shapire, White Violence and Black Response: From Reconstniction to Montgomery {Amberst
University of Massachusetts Press, 1988). For an analysis exploring both nonviolence and
armed strupgle see Bill Sutherland and Matt Meyer, Guns and Gandhi in Africa: Pan African
Insights on Nonwiolence, Armed Struggle and Liberation in Africa (Tranton, N.J: Africa World
Press, 2000).

4, See Athan Thecharis, The FBI: An Amnctated Bibliography and Research Guide (New
York: Garland Publishing, 1994); and John Scackwell, In Search of Enemies: A CIA Story
{New York: W W Norton, 1978).

5. Harding, There Is a River, 200.
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Prologue

A New Declaration
of Independence

Emma Goldman
Tuly 1909

When, in the course of human developmens, existing instinitions prove inadequate
to the needs of man, when they serve merely to enslave, rob, and oppress mankind,
the people have the eternal right to rehel against, and overthrow, these institurions.

The mere fact that these forces—inimical 1o life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness~are legalized by statute laws, sanctified by divine rights, and enforced by
political power in no way justifies their continued existence.

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all human beings, irrespective of
race, color, or sex, are born with the equal right to share at the table of life; chat to
secure this right, there must be established among men economic, social, and politi-
cal freedom; we hold further that government exists but to maintain special privi-
lege and properry rights; that it coerces man into submission and therefore robs him
of dignity, self-respect, and life.

The history of the American kings of capital and authority is the history of
repeated crimes, injustice, oppression, outrage, and abuse, all aiming at the suppres-
sion of individual liberties and the exploitation of the people. A vast country, rich
enough to supply all her children with all possible comforts, and insure well-being
to all, is in the hands of a few, while the nameless millions are at the mercy of
ruthless wealth gatherers, unscrupulous lawmakers, and corrupt politicians, Sturdy
sons of America are forced to tramp the country in a fruitless search for bread, and
many of her daughtess are driven into the street, while thousands of tender children
are daily sacrificed on the altar of Mammon. The reign of these kings is holding
mankind in slavery, perpetuating poverty and disease, maintaining crime and cor-
tuption; it is fettering the spirit of liberty, thrortling the voice of justice, and degrad-
ing and oppressing humanity. It is engaged in continual war and slaughter,
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z Emma Goldman

devastating the country and destroying the best and finest qualities of man; it nur-
Fures superstition and ignorance, sows prejudice and strife, and tums the human
family into a camp of Ishmaelites.

We, therefore, the liberty-loving men and women, realizing the great injustice
and brutality of this state of affairs, earnestly and boldly do hereby declare that each
and every individual is and ought to be free to own himself and to enjoy the full
fruit of his labor; that man is absolved from all allegiance to the kings of authority
and capital; that he has, by the very fact of his being, free access to the land and all
means of production, and entire liberty of disposing of the fruits of his efforts; that
each and every individual has the unquestionable and unabridgeable right of free
and voluntary association with other equally sovereign individuals for economic,
political, social, and all other purposes, and that to achieve this end man must
emancipate himself from the sacredness of property, the respect for man-made law,
the fear of the Church, the cowardice of public opinton, the stupid arrogance of
national, racial, religious, and sex superiority, and from the narow puritanical con-
ception of human life. And for the support of this declaration, and with a firm reli-
ance on the harmanious blending of man's social and individual tendencies, the
lavers of liberty joyfully consecrate their uncompromising devotion, their energy
and intelligence, their salidarity and their fives.
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NOTE

Criginally published in Mother Earth 4, ne. 5 (July 1909).

Bom an June 27, 1869, in Kovno Province, Russia, into a Jewish family that suffered
under the anti-Semitic laws of thar era, Emma Goldman immigraced o the United States
wich her sister Helena in 1886, There she adopted anarchist and radical feminist analyses,
eventually becoming a powerful organizer, and leading the 1889 Cloak Maker Strike and the
1891 New York May Day demonstration, For “Inciting a riot” that never materialized, Gold-
man served one year at Blackwall's {sland Penitenciary in New York City. Soon afer her
release in 1894, Goldman voluntarily lefr the country. Upon retuming to the United States,
she embarked on an extensive national lecture tour berween 1896 and 1899. Atrested fre-
quencely, she pained sympathizers at cach engagement. Toward the end of her life, Goldman
joined the Spanish struggle against fascism and Generalissimo Francisco Franco in 1936;
while lecruring in supporc of the Spanish freedom movement, she suffered a stroke and died
in Canada in 1940.

Introduction

Joy James

Under a government which imprisons any unjustly, the true place for a just man
is also a prison.

—Henry David Thoreau

[t is the action, not the fruit of the action, that's imporeant. You have to do the
right thing. It may not be in your time that there will be any fruic, bur rhac doesn’c -
mean you stop doing the righs thing. You may never know what results come from
your action. But if you do nothing, there will be no result.

—Mzhatma Mohandas Gandhi

AMERICAN “PRISON NOTEBOOKS”

Antonio Gramsci, while imprisoned in Mussolini’s Italy for his polivical beliefs and
socialist activism, wrote in his Prison Norebooks that, “Every social group e cr.eatt?s
together with irself, organically, one or more stram of inrellectuals which give it
homogeneity and an awareness of its own function not only in the economic but
also in the social and politica! fields.” For Gramsci, because everyone thinks C.l'ltlr
cally and philosophically, everyone is an intellectual; but not everyone officially
funictions as such in sociery.!

In a stratified culture, one may superficially assume that only professional inrel-
lectuals, recognized writers and pundits in the public realm, academics, and polig:
makers constitute an inteltectual formation. However, every group has an “organic
intellectual caste, one that functions as a vehicle to articulate, shape, and further
the aspirations of its constituency. .

Hence, the “public intellectual” encompasses the oft-fargotten “prison mte!iec—
tual.” That is, the imprisoned intellectual is a public intellectual who, lilse his or
her highly visible and celebrated counterparts, reflects upon social meaning, dis-
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cord, development, ethics, and justice. Prisons function as intellectual and political
sites unauthorized by the state. Yer, when and where the imprisoned intelleceual
gives voice to the incarcerated or captive, those denied social justice and full demo-
cratic power on both sides of the concertina wire, ther and there our stories of war
and love shaping visions of freedom and fulfillmen: rake on a new life—often a
quite disturbing one.

In editing this volume of writings by imprisoned intellectuals, political prisoners
in the contemporary United States, I gradually realized the impossibilities of filter-
ing language in harrying and prophetic namatives. One cannot bring some defini-
tive “academic” meaning to this collection, a gathering of words in resistance,
words written by revolutionaries captured and detained—for days ot years, decades
or life—by the leviathan against which they rebelled. This is the leviathan to
which most readers of this volume pledge their allegiance in some fashion or
another—tithing to domestic and foreign policies that increase military and police
powers, and concentrations of wealth and poverty. The rebels went to prisor; and,
passing through or surviving incarceration, they wrote as outlaw intellecruals with
unique and controversial insights into idealism, warfare, and social justice.

When writing is a painful endeavor, marked by political struggle and despair as
well as determination and courage, it is potentially transformative. Reading may
also share (in an atrenuated fashion) the impetus and ethos of the writing. Yer it
will noe necessarily compel the reader to moral and political acts. Author and aca-
demic Barbara Harlow cautions, “Reading prisan writing mwust . . . demand a cotre-
spondingly acrivise counterapproach to that of passivity, aesthetic grarificarion, and
the pleasures of consumption thart are traditionally sanctioned by the academic dis-
ciplining of literature.” An “activist counterapproach” ro the consumptive indif-
ference is infrequent, bur it does occur, If the circulation of rarely referenced or
vilified “resistance literature” reflects the growing public interest in incarceration
sites, tntellectual and political dissent for social justice, and the possibilities of dem-
ocratic transformations, then collections such as this should spark new debates
about “reading” and activism and political theory.

Reading and editing, from rhe bipolur lens of academic and radical intellecrual,
I see rhat the purpose of this work was to foster or force an encounter berween those
in the so-called free world seeking personal and collective freedoms and those in
captivity seeking liberation from economic, milicary, racialfsexual systems. Like all
good and necessary encounters, this one berween writers and readers is provocative
and elicits more questions than can be answered within the confines of 2 book—
even an anthology of critique, confrontation, and radical risk taking.

DEBATES, DISOBEDIENCE, AND DISSENT

Amid the debates about “political prisoners” in the United States, one can distin-
guish between thase engaged in civil disobedience who identify as “loyal opposi-
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tion”—and by their very dissent affirm the institutions of American
democracy~—and those 50 alienated by state violence and government berrayals of
humanitarian and democratic ideals that their dissent chronicles their disaffection,
and at times insurrection.’ Such insurrection may also at times become (proto-}rev-
olutionary.?

“Law abiding dissent” represents a political risk raking with broader social accep-
tance. This is largely due to its adherence to principles of nonviolent civil disobedi-
ence, widely shared moral values, and, somerimes, proximity to the very “cormridors
of (institutional} power” closed to the disenfranchised; such adherence spares dis-
senters the harshest of sentences. Although not emphasized in this volume, the nar-
ratives of influencial political detainees offer important insights. For example, after
being imprisoned for engaging in civil disobedience to protest U.S, military bomb-
ing practices on Vieques Istand, Puerto Rico, Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. wrote:

I arrived at my difficult decision to join the invasion of Vieques only after [ was con-
vinced thac its people had exhausred every legal and polivical avenue 1o secure their
rights. In my 18 years as a lawyer and environmental advocate for the Matural Resources
Defense Council and the Riverkeeper movement, | had never engaged in an act of civil
disobedience. As an attomey, | have a duty to uphold the law. But [ also had a counrer-
vailing ducy in chis case. The bombardment of Vieques is bad military policy and disas-
trous for public health and the environment. But the mast roxic residue of the MNavy’s
history on Viegues is its impace on our democracy. The people I met there are United
Srates cirizens, but the Navy's abusive exercise of power on the island has left them
demoralized, alienated and feeling that they are neither part of 2 democracy nor the
beneficiaries of the American system of justice.?

Kennedy narrates char upon rerurning for trial, he encountered Reverend Jesse Jack-
son who was in Puerto Rico to support his wife, Jacqueline, while she served a ten-
day jail sentence for protesting against military violations. Upon informing the civil
rights feader of Kennedy's expectant wife Mary's insistence that her husband not
take a deal to delay his sentencing, Kennedy recalls that Jackson responded, “Suffer-
ing is often the most powerful rool against injustice and oppression. If Jesus had
plea-bargained the crucifixion, we wouldn't have the faith.”

Unlike Kennedy, Jesse Jackson is & veteran of civil rights protest and civil disobe-
dience. Leading demonstrarions against domestic infractions such as “driving while
black/brown” ar “voring while black/brown,” the former aide to Martin Luther
King, Jr., has for decades vocally criticized U.S. foreipn policy and vocally supporred
Palestinian self-derermination and the abolition of apartheid states. In the 1980s,
in solidarity with Nelson Mandela® and other Souch African pelitical prisoners,
Jackson encouraged U.S. citizens to trespass at the offices of South African govern-
ment agencies. This civil disobedience, often by middie-class Americans, usually
resulted in several hours of detention in city jails, and became seen as a “badge of
honar” or rite of (political) passage. Such short-term {symbolic?) jailings prompt
several observations. First, it is likely that it is not political incarceration per se that
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is stigmarized but incarceration based o a refusal to suffer violence without resort-
ing to armed sclf-defense; the chaice of the latter surely leads 1o one’s “disappear-
ance” from conventional society and “respectable” polirics. Second, even
nonvialent conscientious objectors (COs) during World War [l—who saught to
“redeem” themselves as patriots by risking thetr lives as human guinea pigs in U.S.
military medical experiments—and religious pacifists in the civil rights and antiwar
movements that followed were disavowed once designared as “unpatriotic.”

Consider that despite his adherence to Christian faith and Gandhian prineciples
of nonvialent civil disobedience, Martin Lurher King, Jr., lost considerable support
and organizational funding from both white and black liberals after he publicly crie-
icized imperialis;m (and capitalism) and the U.S. war apainst Viernam.? What is
largely conderaned in American political culture is not the risk taking that leads to
incarceration but the radicalism thar rejects the validity of the nation-state itself
and the legitimacy of its legal and moral standing. How daes one reconcile the
proximity and distance hetween the law-abiding loyalist and the pacifist or milita-
rist radical who appear in the same courts, often using similar legal argumencs, but
with very different political intenrions and consequences seem to stand a world
apart in their dissent?

Diverse warlds or parallel universes hover about this volume. Contributors dis-
agree about stratepy and morality (*nonviclence or violence") and politics (*ioyal
ot revolutionary”). Toward a work such as this, one intended to raise queries, eye-
brows, and passions, there appear many questions and debates—particularly for
those informed about and disaffected by the criminalizarion of dissidents amid state
eriminality and abuse of (police and war) powets. Many debates seem to center on
the question of what constitutes shared community, one in struggle for commenly
held ideals of justice, individual freedom, collective liberation, and marerial well-
being in civil society marked by growing state control.

Radical philosophees have argued that street and prison gangs are forms of “civil
sociery” conditioned by the srate and government apparatuses’ manipulation of the
drug trade, conrrol of territory, and deployment of police repression. Philosopher
Michael Hames-Garcia raises cogent questions abaut the relationships between the
incarcerated and those in the “free world,” asking, “how might one situate the spe-
cifically intellectual activicy of organic prison intellectuals in relation ro the state?
To what kind of *civil society’ or ‘counterpublic’ are prison intellectuals directing
their writings and how is this audience [readership)] positioned in relationship to
the state?®

State conditioning is not the only force destabilizing progressive politics. The
prison movement has grown immensely over the last decades. Yer, it still has its own
internal demons to fight concerning coalitions and efficacy. Activists as “official
representatives” can invake the political prisoner-as-icon in order to derail external
and internal criticisms of rheir strategies, and wield surrogare iconic powers in an
uncritical fashion. This raises the question of whether the imprisoned—as political
“dependents” relying upon those outside to garner support—inipht engage in self-
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censorship concerning the limitations of their allies. Such “self-censorship” and
self-conditioning work both ways. The privileged academic mighe hesitate to criti-
cize o progressive “folk hero” sentenced 1o life or death in prison, although, in a
culture that widely disparages prisoners, the repercussions of academic criticisms
seem to be fairly limiced. This suggests additional queries about the nature of “par-
ity” between political prisonees and their political allies: In rheory and practice, the
imprisoned intellectual can be ideologically “frazen” in or physically “freed” by the
waork of non-incarcerated academnics and acrivists.

Scholar Dylan Rodriguez questions whether, given the constraints, an imprisoned
intellectual can truly become a “public intellecrual.” Arguing that while in prison
such writers are “disabled from meaningful participation in the interpretation and
‘translation’ of their works,” Rodriguez references “radical/revolutionary intellectu-
als whose praxis s in irreconcilable opposition ta the very histatical and political
logic of the ‘public’ {civil society} as it exists for the endorsetnent of their virrual
{and biological) death.” I both agree and disagree with this assessmenc. True, the
general or mainstream public constitutes a mostly hostile ar indifferent readecship
and respondent. Yer, there are multiple “publics” and vatied “civil societies”; the
“public sphere” is shaped, to varying degrees, by whoever enter as engagees. The
intent of imprisoned intellectuals to influence “the public” in its multiple forma-
tions is a complicated proposition but a real endeavor. No monolithic *'radical polit-
ical prisoner” exists. Despite shared antiracist and anti-imperialist politics, U.S.
political prisoners differ in identity, ideology, and strategy. Rodriguez, though,
makes an essential point about how imprisoned inteltectuals are “read”: “[Tlhere is
a rather widespread, normalized disavowal of the polirical and theoretical substance
of the work generated by imprisoned radical intellectuals.™”

This “abolitionist” assertion is further complicated if we consider how contempo-
rary racism and penal captivity likely evolved from within a historical colonial-
settler state built upon, and enriched by, anti-Indigenous genocide and African
enslavement. Some contributors to this volume argue in their respective chapeers
that there is a “normalized disavowal” of the presence of (radical or independent)
blacks or Indians in conventional “civil soctery.” Hence, they call for some form{s)
of independence or autonomy from what they view as an enveloping and destruc-
tive formation {what some have called an “empire”). The racially marked political
prisoner tends to be maost forgotten, and to serve the longest sentences. Some of the
longest sentences and most violent punishments have been meted our to African
and Native Americans in the Black Panrher Party or American Indian Movement
and their allies, and Puerto Rican independentistas. To rationalize the sentences and
punishments by pointing to the advocacy or use of armed struggle or armed self-
defense by some of the incarcerated ignores the fact thar a number of chose slain or
incarcerated {for decades) were innocent of charges. Their innocence is attested ta,
a5 In the cases of Fred Hampton and Mark Clark, who were slain, and Dhoruba Bin
Wahad and Geronimo ji-Jaga (Prarr), who were finally released in the 1990s, by
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the multimillion-dollar settlerments paid out by the U.S. government, ostensibly for
wrongful deaths and incarcerations.

It is assumed that some readers of this volume will be critical of the “prison indus-
trial complex,” and so, to varying degrees, self-identify as “abolitionists.” The most
milicant wing of the twenty-first-century abolitionist movement will likely be thar
antiracist minority who argues thae the abolition of the death penaity, and of
{human rights abuses in) prisons and lmmigration and Naturalization Services
(INS) detention centers, and of the widespread racial bias in sentencing, merely
addresses the symptoms of a pervasive disease, Revolutionary abolitionists offer cheir
own readings, drawing insights from contemporary battles and historical lessons
{following the Civil War, Congress abolished siavery to sanction the convict prison
lease system and sharecropping, new forms of legal servitude ra be endured and
fought by African Americans for one hundred years),

In the wake of the New York Police Department’s brutality against people of Afri-
can descent—viscerally recorded in the 1997 beating-rape of Abner Lovima, and

the 1999 firing of forty-one shots at Amadou Diallo~—theorist Frank Wilderson, 111,
wrires:

[LIf we are to follow [Frantz] Fanon's analysis (in The Wretched of the Earth], and the
gestures toward this understanding in some of the work of imprisoned intellectuals,
then we have to come to grips with the fact tha, for Black people, civil saciery itself—
rather than is abuses or shortcomings—is a state of emergency. . . . In “The Avant-
Garde of White Supremacy,” [Steve] Martinot and {Jared] Sexcon assert the primacy of
Fanon's Manichean zones {without the promise of higher unity} even in the face of
American integration. . . . this Manichean delirium manifests itself by way of the US
paradigm of policing which (re}produces, repetitively, the insidefourside, the civil soci-
ety/black world, by virtue of the difference berween those bodies that don't magnetize
bullets and those bodies thar do. “Palice tmpunity serves to distinguish between . . .
those whose human heing is Pyt permanently in question and those for whom it goes
without saying” (Marrinot and Sexton, 8).... Whireness then, and by extension civil

saciety . .. must be first understood as a social formation of contemporaries wha do not
magnetize bullets, '

Whether pacifist or militarist, responding to violence and racism in demestic or
foreign policy, these works will remain suspect and heatedly debated by many in
the public realm. Fine. Our goal here was to ensure that they not remain largely
averlooked or erased. Paradoxically, those most passionately seeking collective lib-
eration—from racial or ecoromic or military dominance—are those mast likely to
lose their individual freedoms. The captiveffree dichotomy is a paradox rich in
irony: imprisoned intellectuals, the most intensely monitored and repressed by the
state’s police apparatus, might in fact be those most free of state conditioning. Exist-
ing not merely as the outpur of “vietims” of state responses to radical opposition,
the analyses of imprisoned intellectuals hoth deconstrucr dominanc ideclogies and

Inwoduction 9

reconstruct new strategies for humanity. Their writings proffer reactive and proac-
tive readings of struggle and freedom. | ‘

So the questions and answers continue. “How do you make the: ldlsﬁ;:pear&d (th:a:
captive rebel, the impoverished, the racialized, the addicted, the queer') reappesq?
“When is a democracy not a democracy?” “Have slavery, surrogate {forms of capsw-
ity, and social death!? been reinstated through the Thirteenth Ama?ndmemg"tz To
what degree does self-critique in liberation movements prevent radical respanses to
state and racial violence from becoming self-inflicted wounds? This collection
raises and addresses queries and explores the tmplications of responses.

TRACING A HISTORICAL TRAJECTORY

The United States has a long and rerrible history of confinement and disappearance
of those it racially and politically targets. Include those captives in slavery and on
reservations, and it becomes a longer narrative of torrure and resistance. W, E. B.
Du Bois notes in Black Reconstruction in America how over 200,000 African Ameri-
cans served in combat during the Civil War.® Their ancestral line included Den-
mark Vesey, Nat Turner, and Harriet Tubman and their political lineage, John
Brown. With the rise of lynching after the aborted Reconstruction era, investigative
journalist Ida B. Wells, armed with a pistol, vigorously organized against racial terror
in which as many as ten thousand whites attended “parties” that roasted and dis-
membered black victims. There has always been resistance. The colonized, subal-
tern, and subjugared have continuously fought genocide and social dearh, and in
battle called upon progenitors for guidance, and, in failure, for forgiveness.* Con-
temporary incarcerated writers and political theorists are no differenr. Housed in
San Quentin, Vietnamese activist and author Mike Ngo writes of prisoners' forced
complicity with authorities and his own shame in participating in the disciplnary
machinery, alleviated when he finds comfort in conversation with slain prison
writer, revolutionary scrategist-rurned-icon, George Jackson. For Ngo, if it does not
destroy, imprisonment teaches power and political theorizing that emanate from
intimacy with death: social, physical, sexual, emotional.’s Intimacy with death,
whether one’s own or those prematurely engineered by the voracious appetites of
expanding military-corporate power, is written all throughout the following pages:
death in resistance to the Klan; death through assassination; death in bactles with.
the police; death in opposition to U.S. military incursions and interventions; death
in execution chambers; death on street comers; and death to the very concept of
blind civic obedience and patriotic fervor. This intimacy is accompanied by death's
companion, life, and, if not the inevitability of political and military victory for the
rebels (who, in the phrase of Black Panther Party [BPP] cofounder Huey P. Newton,
seemed to court “revolutionary suicide™), the possibility of liberation and freedom,
and the certainty of striving for it.

The endemic flight from death in American culture (via its fetishism of youth,
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technology, and immereality tied 1o materiality and science) indicates 2 marathon
of avoidance politics and censorship, The disappearance of the incarcerated and
the inhumane punishmenr for rebels suggest that intimacy with the imprisoned,
particulacly political prisoners, will be embraced and known by only a few. For
many “law-abiding Americans” are (or socially seem) embarrassed by a family mem-
ber's incarcerarion and the realities of political incarceration in their democracy.
With some 2.5 million imprisoned or detained by the state, 70 percent of whom
are African, Latino, Native, or Asian Ametican, many families could claim chis
intimacy. Like families in denial, U.S. gavernment officials fervently deny the exis-
tence of U.S. political prisoners. State employees do so by defining palitical mili
tants as “criminals.” Yet, who is the “criminal” whose crime i5 his or her physical
opposition to state criminality (as determined by United Narions conventions,
human rights law, and non-apartheid-based morality }—-crimes against hutnanity in
warfare and proficeering, crimes against the poor, against the racially subordinate,
crimes agatnst children, against women?6 To address the issue of incarcerated intel-
lectuals, one would have o examine the reasons for their incarceration; examine
not just the acts of which they were accused and convicted {(at times with court
malfeasance), but their commitments, Perhaps discussions of political incarcerarion
in the United States fail ro register in conventional speech and education because
of pelitical ignotance and a moral reluctance 1o atrain intimacy with life-and-death
confrontations.

This volume, largely by writers incarcerated because of their legal or illegal, paci-
fist or violent resistance to repression, constantly references antiracism., African
Americans consticute the greatesr percentage not only of those incarcerated for
crimes against private property, drug violations, and social violence, but also of
those incarcerated for political acts {including armed struggle) in opposition to
repression. As the largest contingent of (social and) political prisoners, African
Americans tend to draw the longest sentences with fewer possibilities for clemency
ot parole. There is a specificity and temerity about black liberation struggles thac
relate to and infuse political prisonets in the United States. From enslaved insurrec.
tionists to their multiethnic progeny, antiracism defines but does not dominate this
collection. There remains the question(s} of gender, community, cu lture, art, spiri-
tuality. I read the connecrion of whire anti-imperialists and peace activists, Puerto
Rican independentistas, and Native American resistors through the black gaze.
Hence, there are two sections to this volume, the first on black liberation, the sec-
ond on intemnationalism and anti-imperialism. The importance of various struggles
is not reduced ro but is framed by rhe context of racial dynamics of state repression.
Such a contexe raises another series of questions thar also have no easy answers,
ones that, hopefully, will be pursued in continuous, painstaking dialogue: “How and
why do repressive conditions create a certain brand of intellectualism?’ “What roles
do the voices of incarcerated intellectuals play in moral and political thought and
action, and social consciousness™ *Whar makes someone a palitical prisoner? The
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last question, being the “easiest” to answer, reveals the varied debates waged among
! Lo . + -
those who acknowledge the existence of political prisoners in the United Srares.

POLITICAL PRISONERS

There is a continuum of debate on who or what constitutes a po}itical prisoner.
The debate wages among prisoners themselves and among the non*lni?a\.rCE:ratEd. A
political prisoner can be someone who was put in prison for nonPoh.ucai reasons
but who becamne politicized in his or her thought and action while anrarcerat.ec}.
Incarceration is inherently political, but ideology 1?13}'5 arole. ?f everyone is Pohtl-
cal prisoner then no one is. Although the meaning of wha is & political pimsone;
appears to be expanding to include more structl‘J‘ral critiques oi thff state af!: arge,
reserve the use of (4 somewhatr awkward term) polmcalaecon‘ prisoners for Eholse
convicted of social crimes tied to property and drug-lrc_ziat‘ad crimes and \T.rhose d.Ls—
propottionate sentencing to prison rather chan rehablhta!:ion or commu;u;y SEE:C&
is shaped by the political ecanomy of racial and sconomic privilege and disen o-
chisement. As a caste, political-econ priseners can and do develgp and reﬁnf.t their
political critiques while incarcerated. {For example, of the cgnmbutors to this v;:[-
ume, Malcolm X, George Jackson, and Standing Deer were mn_:an.:erated for sogal
crimes against property ot people, and pciiticized-a.s radicals within .the pegal 51:&3{
also, paradoxically, youths who renounced their gang memberships and socia
crime, in order to bring about social change through the Bla_w:k Panl#cr Pﬂrw, would
find themselves later targeted and imprisoned for their pohtu:ﬂ? afﬁlt::ll:.mns.) Those
whose thoughts of sacial justice lead to commitmenes and acts in political confron-
tation with oppression acquire the standing of political prisoners. 'Fm those who
(continue to) prey on others in physical and sexual assaults on children, women,
and men, “political prisoners” would be an obscene register; for they do not mani-
fest as liberatory agents but exist as merely one of many sources of danger to be
confronred and quelled in a viclenr culture. . ‘
Victimization by a dominant culture and apgrandizing seate is not Sufﬁ?lentlto
qualify one as a “political prisoner.” Although the stratepies vary concerning vio-
lence in resistance potitics, if agency and morality are prerequisites sl}aplr‘!g the
political being, then we speak of a fragment of the incarceratel:d population, just as
we would speak of 2 fragment of the non-incarcerared population. Her&,' our discus-
sion centers on revelutionary and radical activists who also constitute intellectual
formartions influencing political contemporary culture. Some progressives assert that
to construct an entity called “political prisoners” creares a dichotomy between a
select group and the vast majority of prisoners, and thus in facr promotes a new
form of elitismthe iconic prisoner. Yet, these men and women are dlfferent. They
were different before their incarceration, marked by their critical thinking and con-
frontations with authoritarian structures and policies and violence. Also, they were
and are treated differently by the state, often receiving the harshest of sentences,
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relegated o solitary confinement or *lockdown” in centrol units so that they can-
not “infect”—really infuse~—other prisoners with cheir radical politics and aspira-
tions for freedom.

Mondo we Langa (David Rice), incarcerated in Nebraska prisons for decades for
a crime that ke srates he did not commit, one for which his artormeys argue that
there is no physical evidence implicaring him, writes in “Letter from the Inside™:

I know what | mean by "polirical prisoner’: someone who, in the context of U.S. laws
and coure system, has been falsely rried and convictad of a criminal offense a5 a means
of ending his or her political activities and making an example of the person for others
who are espousing, or might espouse, ideas thac those in power would find offensive. By
this definition, [ might be the only political prisoner in this joint, Bue in a broader
sense, most people behind bars could be considered “palitical prisoners,” inasmuch as
the process of lawmaking, law-enforcing, and the criminal "justice" system are all
driven by a political apparatus thar is anti-people of color and anti-peaple of little eco-
nomic means. At the same time thoy gh, many, if not most of che people who are locked
up have acted in the interests of che very system that oppresses them and vietimized
people who, like themselves, are oppiessed, 7

Attm"neys Michael E. Deutsch and Jan Susler describe in “Palitical Prisoners in
the Unived States: The Hidden Reality” (1990) three types of political prisoners.
For Deutsch and Susler U.S. political prisoners are

L. Foreign nationals whose polirical status or political activities against allies of
US irr{perialism (e.g., Israel, Great Britain, El Salvador) result in detention
or imprisonment;

2. Members of U.S. oppressed nationalities (African Americans, Puerto Ricans,
Chicano/Mexicanos, and Native Americans) who are prosecuted and inpris-
oned for political activitles in fustherance of their [liberation] movements. . . .
Included in these groups are anticolonial combatants or prisoners of war
(POWs)—members of narional liberation movements who as part of clandes.
tine organizations have employed armed struggle as a means to achieve self-
determination and independence for their nation and upon capture have the
right, under the Additional Protocals of the Geneva Convention and the UN
General Assembly Resolutions, to POW status and not to be tried as domestic
criminals; and

3. White people who have acted in solidarity with che liberation movements of
oppressed nationalities ot against U.S. foreign or domestic policies.!s

Deutsch and Susler offer a useful categorization of polirical prisoners; however, the
first category could be expanded to include nonresident or immigrant detainees
awaiting deportation. Following September 11, 2001, the sweeps of noncitizens
legally organizing for workers’ rights in Florida, mostly young people of South Asian
origin, construct & new category—that of political prisoner awaiting deportation,
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Although the United States has a history of deporting militants—Emma Goldman,
Marcus Garvey, Claudia Jones, C. L. R. James—there appears a schism in alignment
with “foreign™ political prisoness housed in the Unired States and awaiting deporta-
tion to hostile nations and U.S. citizens who are political prisoners in other coun-
tries, as in the case of Lori Berenson, who has been incarcerated in Peru for years.!
In radical politics around incarceration and the “prison-industrial-complex” most
of the strategies regarding political prisoners have focused on the release campaigns
of those incarcerated for decades, and rightly so. However, preventive measures and
strategies to counter the increasing ability of the government to “disappear” politi-
cal prisoners (as was the case following Seprember 11 when Attorney General John
Ashcroft held Sundiata Aceli, Philip Berrigan (who died of cancer in December
2002}, and Marilyn Buck as well as other political prisoners incommunicado) do
not appear clearly defined by advocates of prisoners’ rights.?

In its 2002 letrer 1o Governor George Pataki and the New York State Parole
Board, the New York Task Farce on Political Prisoners states that in Europe, Africa,
and the United States,

prisoners long incarcerated for their polivicat beliefs and actions have been set free—
and in their freedom, have given the world back same hope and dignity. The telease,
for example, of Nelson Mandela, who spent twenty-seven years in prison for revolution-
ary actions against [the apartheid governmenc] . . . has proved a catalyst for healing and
justice in South Africa.

Signatories, attorneys who work pro bono for the release campaign for policical pris-
oners attest:

These prisoners’ convictions reflect as yet unresolved issues of civil, racial, and eco-
nomic justice of the 1960s and 19705, a time when thousands of people of all mces,
young and old, women and men, formed milltant movements to demand fundamental
social change. Their uials occurred during o rime when their jucies and the peneral
public did not know that, in response to these movements, the government was engag-
ing in illegal and uncenstitutional aces—acts of infileration and surveitlance which,
according to the government's own documents, carried over into the legal arena. Fore-
most in the government’s campaign was the FBI's now-infamous Counter-Intelligence
Prograra [COINTELPRO), condemned by a 1975 Unired States Senate Commictee
which became known as the “Church Committee™ [named afrer Senaror Frank Church
{D-1daho), the committee's proceedings were published in 1976].%

The legal challenges brought by the prisoners referenced in this letrer have been
denied, primarily due to the 1996 federal law drastically limiting prisoners® access o
habeas corpus. Heartbreakingly for their families and communities, some of these prison-
ers have repeatedly been denied parcle because of their political views or offenses—
despire the face thar they more than meet current parole standards. . . . Some of the
actions for which these men were convicred were taken in response to severe social
repression and government misconduct. Some convictions, for example, arose directly
from the targeting of activists by COINTELPRO. Others sought to defend themselves
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and their communities from police violence [or drug dealers]. All of them devored their
heartf, thelr minds, and their lives to warking for a world of justice, peace, and human
equality, Whatever one's opinion of their political beliefs or alleged accions, not one of

these men was morivated by personal gain. All have served enough time and all would
be a credit to their communities if seleased.??

The imprisonment of those seeking social and political change in the United
States is 2s old as its elite-based democracy rooted in slavery, anti-Indian enocidal
wars, and “manifest destiny.” Yet the attempis o bring the voices of irgglprisone?i
intellectuals to the general saciety and perition for their release remain a constant
{re)invention of strategic interventions, using the language of “rehabilitarion” co
mingled with the language of rebellious resistance, "

ANTHOLOGIZING IMPRISONED INTELLECTUALS

Prufons constitute one of the most conttoversial and conrested sites in a democraric
saciety, if’he United States has the highest incarceration rate in the industrialized
world, with over two million people in jails, prisons, and detention centers; with
over .three thousand on death row, it is also one of the few developed countrie,s that
continues to deploy the death penalty. Examining intellectuals whose analyses of
[:I.S. society, polirics, culture, and social justice are rarely referenced in conven-
tional political speech or academic discourse, this anthology takes shape along the
contours of a body of outlawad “public intellectuals” offering incisive critiquis of
our society and shared (in)humanity. The brief biographies introducing each chap-
ter c('mtexlfualize these writings in opposition to state policies that support racisrm
war, imperialism, corporate capitalism, and globalization. Like the aCcompanyin :
hmgraphies, a number of these essays by writer-activists incarcerated because ogf
their political beliefs and acts (some released by President Bill Clinton on his lase
day of office, others working as educarors and activists behind bars) are far too brief
to fully detail and explote the conditions of their political radicalism and imprison-
ment. However, references are provided to help the reader further explore fontma
versial liberation praxes from the civil rights/black power, women's gay/lesbian
American Indian, Puerto Rican Independence, and antiwar moveme,nts based '
radical democracy and revolutionary struggle. o
We begin with European anarchist Emma Goldman's "A New Declaration of
Independence” a5 a contrast to calls for “patriotism” as unquestioning obedience ?n
the state. We end with the poem “Incommunicado” by Marilyn Buck, wricten after
September 11, 2001, during and following her weeks of derention in, solitary con-
finement without access ro attorneys or family on the orders of Atromey General
John Ashcroft.? Buck, imprisoned in the 1980s for her worl with the militant sec-
tors 1-:1" the black liberation movement, of course, has no acrual or ideclogical con-
nections with reactionary al-Qaeda forces, Yet, the foreign war on terrorism
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provided an excellent opportunity for expanding repressive measures in the United
States.

Confronrarions combating state censorship of dissent and critical voices reached
their apex in the mass movements of the 1950s, 1960s, and early 1970s. Tn che post-
enslavement era of the mid-twentieth century, the civil rights movements, referred
to by some activists and academics as the “second Reconstruction” end by their
more radical counterparts as the “second civil war,” brought the new wave of pro-
tests and dissent. Arrested while organizing a bus boycott, Rosa Parks became briefly
a political detainee. The young man whom she and the organizers of the bus boyeort
chose ‘as their tirular leader, largely because of his status as formally educated clergy
and middle-class, was the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. His missive opens the
first section of our collection of writings by imprisoned intellectuals.

Part I, Black Liberationists, bepiris with “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” which
was written the same year as the 1963 March on Washington where King gave his
famous “1 Have a Dream” speech-sermon; the same year that the Ku Klux Klan
hombed a Birmingham, Alabama, church, killing four African American girls—
Carole Robertson, Cynthia Wesley, Addie Mae Collins, Denise McNair—and the
year of John F. Kennedy’s assassinacion in Dallas, Texas.” In his open letter to
clergy, King set forth an eloquent plea for support of an antiracist movement in
which he had been active since 1955.% This anthology juxtapeses with King his
peer and symbolic nemesis, Malik El-Shabazz, or Malcolm X. In chapter ewo, “The
Ballat or che Bullet” {abridped}, Malcolm X offers 2 critique of King’s nonviolent
activise. Although Maleolm X was not a "political prisoner” in the restrictive sense
in which we use the term in this werk, incarcerated as Mafcolm Litcle for social
crimes {including the “crimes” of burglary and of consorting wich white women),
he transformed or “reinvented” himself as a political agent while imprisoned. Paliti-
cized through his association (and later confrontation) with the Nation of Islam
and his pilgrimage to Mecca, he influenced the growing militancy of the civil rights

movement. Through his life, speeches, and writings—most notably, The Autobiogra-
phy of Malcolm X—he achieved an iconic stacure for many, including (political}
prisoners. Constant police and FBI surveillance after he served his prison sentence
likely increased his radical political and moral presence and inspired activists who
would eventually become incarcerared, and in reflecting on his life, spirit, and death
struggle to “reinvent” chemselves as political apents, formulating a liberation praxis
“by any means necessary.” One year after Malcolm X's assassination, the Black Pan-
ther Party (for Self-Defense) was founded in 1966 in Oakland, California, by Huey
P. Newtan and Bobby Seale; armed resistance to police brutality became che most
nioted and “inflammatory” position of their emancipatory “10-Point Platform.”

Angela Y. Davis would work with the Panthers but become better known as a
communist and leader in the Soledad Brothers Defense Committee, a prisoners'
rights organization cofounded by imprisoned Black Panther Field Marshall George
Jackson. Davis was incarcerated in the early 1970s on charges related to George
Jackson's younger brother Jonathan's artempt, using weapons registered in Davis's
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name, to liberate African American prisoners from the Marin County Courthouse,
a failed endeavor that Newton would describe later at the seventeen-year-old's
funeral as “revolutionary suicide,”

One year before her 1972 acquirtal of all charges, Davis wrote from her prison
cell “Political Prisoners, Prisons, and Black Liberation,” which is published here as
chapter three; this essay would appear in the volume she coedited with Bertina
Aptheker, If They Come in the Moming. Also in that anthology, which has been
out of print for some time, was first published this volume's chapters four and five,
respectively by Huey P. Newron and George Jackson. In chapter four, “Prison,
Where Is Thy Victory?” Newton distinguishes between types or classes of prisoners,
reserving his highest consideration for the tmprisoned wha rebel against rather than
acquiesce to domination and ( racial) control. In “Towards the Unired Front,” chap-
ter five, George Jackson, self-identified militarist for liberarion and a key theorist
and proponent of armed struggle, argues for a multiracial formation, new relarions
of unity that rranscend common divisions. The Black Panthers became the most
confrontational of the antiracist radical groups of the late 19605 and carly 19705
(following the disintegration of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Commitree
[SNCC]). Among the black milicant formations, the Panthers developed some of
the strongest allegiances with other racialized peoples, and the strongest ties with
white radicals and revelutionaries,

The Panthers would also become the lighting rad for some of the government's
most horrific forms of violenr repression used againse dissidents in the post—World
War Il era. In chapter six, former Fanther Dhoruba Bin Wahad describes the deadly
counterinsurgency program, COINTELPROQ, initiared by ]. Edgar Hoover and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation {FBI). Decades before the BEP emerged, the FBI
had destabilized progressives with violent means; but its vielence would operate
with virtvally no restraint unri] the Black Panther Party and the American Indian
Movement {AIM)} were destroyed. “COINTELPRO and the Destruction of Black
Leaders and Organizations” (abridged) presents the scenario in which state vio-
lence against the Black Panther Party and its membership had become routine. Bin
Wahad argues that any revolutionary movement coincides with a cultural move-
ment, but a cultural movement will not empower its people unless it is politicized.
COINTELPRO succeeded hecause ir halted the polirical consciousness of the Black
Panther Party thar coincided with the cultural awareness of “Black Power.”
Through violence, manipulation of the media, and disinformation campaigns, the
FBI engaged in a twofold attack on the dissemination of information by black revo-
lutionaries, destabilizing the public support base of the movement and then remov-
ing its leaders from public discourse through imprisonment, exile, or deach.

State malfeasance and criminality in which the FBI participated included anony-
mous letters 1o Martin Luther King, Jr., urging that he commit suicide before his
marital infidelities were publicized; the extra-judicial killings or assassinations of
Chicago Panther feaders Fred Hampeon and Mark Clark in December 1969; and
the many killings during 19731976 of indigenous activists at the Pine Ridge reser-
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i i hemsetves with AIM. Such state violence provides a contex,t.
wsobr;;l;?oz}:ﬁnfzdr ct:hapter seven, the excerpted “On the Black Libetation Army
?ELA) by Jalil Muntaqim. Muntaqim offers a brief historical snapshgt oF.an under-
ground military formation in battle with U.S. law enforcement, primarily n?n Lih_e
East Coast. Although no theoretical justification for grrned struggle eq:q;le:arsiE TPEOE
succinet account of BLA acriviries, the historical t{a]?ctqw of the CO N’l;wf
era of the early 19705 shapes the reasoning. Muntgq:rp 5 view StE.mE from a di e}-ent
template than most, that of che slave insurrecrionist, and so .11: sth;s alumque
wortldview, one gazed upon, interacted with, but not fully experienced by the non-
rel:ifll 2;1;1{:2: leai‘;i‘at, “Tuly 4th Address,” a statemenr issued by former Black Panther
and Black Liberarion Army member Assata Shal?ur :.\r'nile she was in prifcn'an;:ch;r;
trial, evokes slave-turned-fugitive then abolitionist Frederick Doug a;s sd L
“Whar to the Slave Is the Fourth of July” address. Ol.‘le of the ifew women ezi ers o

the Black Panther Party (whose leadership was nc')t' cied to an mﬂuentlz_d T}? a Eﬁarg—
ner), Shakur would also become active in the mtll'tary undergrm.lmd via the Black
Libetation Army. Her memoir, Assata: An Auro{:zography, functions in a. mz;\nnﬁr
similar to the memoirs of King, Malcolm X, D‘amsT Newton, and Jacl(sm}. llt ig ;-
liphts turbulent and dangerous times and personalizes rhe struggles ancl‘ ai I_ngsho
revoluticnaries and revolutionaries-in-waiting. For example, Shakur writes in her

MEmOoiT:

Some of the groups thoughrt they could just pick up arms and strugple and t?at, s%r:—
how, people would see whart they were doing and hegin to st.ruggle t.hkernse ve:st.i.l 1‘-’;
wanted to engage in a do-oe-die battle with power structure in amertka, ;lven : auhg;] )
they were weak and ill prepared for such a fight. But the most impoctant factor is d "
armed struggle, by itself, can never bring aboue a revolurion. Revolutionary war is

people’s war.®

Unlike Shakur, Safiya Bukhari-Alston has (to dare) nor written fuli[ﬂit-,jggth
memeir; yet, like Shakur, she was one of the few women leaders in thel?%?;: k : i 'er:::
tion Army. Her aurobiographical narrative, “Coming of Ag&f A Ela(? ) ‘:nc; -
ary,” chapter nine, describes conditions unique to women pgl u:lc‘al prisoners. : ud_d
leader while underground, Bukhari-Alston encountered sexism in the party (as di
Aslsitil?:;ttfzen, “An Updated History of the Nev‘v Afrikan Prison Sft:fgglen
{abridged), former Black Panther Sundiata Acoli provides a u.mtmuum ol HCE; "
American resistance to captivity and incarcerarion (rthe unabridged rext pkair.f; T
enslavemnent era as foundational in this resistance). A;cc':’li presents r.be Blg?{ ibera-
tion Army as a “New Afrikan puerrilla organization” with moblle“stn € reams.
Guerrilla warfare was seen as an inevitable counterresponse to US lox‘v—lnt?::!s%ty
warfare” against militants and radicals. Some members ?F th.e BLP.& identify as %rlls-
oners of war” or POWSs, viewing themselves as captive liberation fighters. The
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Republic of New Afrika (RNA) stated its independence from the United States in
1968. BLA combatants subsequently declared that rhe U.S. courts had no jurisdic-
tion over them. Acoli’s historical discussions of “gang” formarions in prisons s part
of the prison struggles provide insight into their political nature and functions hoth
in and outside of prison.

The idea of resisting all oppressive constraints—whether racism, sexism, hetero-
sexism, or class/corporate privilege—is not unifermly shared in these €532YS.
Women contributors tend to note sexism and heterosexism more so than the men
(in this volume, white women are more vocal shout the rights of gays and lesbians
than black women are, perhaps because the former are writing at a fater date when
gay, leshian, and bisexual eights are more publicly espoused). Alrhough they fought
for a more inclusive democracy, centralized, nondemocrartic decision making—
steeped in either patriarchal polirics or a Leninist model of democratic centralism
was routinely practiced by Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Scuthern Christian Leadership
Conference {SCLC}, Malcolm X's Nation of Islam (from which he was expelled in
1963-1964), Angela Davis’s Communist Party USA (CPUSA) (from which she
was expelled in 1991), and Huey P. Newton’s faction of the Black Panther Party. A
discussion of forgoing vanguard or elite formations and rigid fixations on a line of
leadership is found in chapter eleven, “Anarchism and the Black Revolution™
(abridged}, by Lorenzo Komboa Ervin. In this chapter, Ervin, who organized with
the BPP among ather groups, is highly critical of what he perceives as its “Marxist-
Leninist” rigidity and repressive authoritarianism. It is difficult at times to distin-
guish which Black Panther Party critics are teferencing—East Coast or West Coast?
Cleaver or Newton faction? Newton prior to or during drug addicrion and eriminal
intrigues? Nonetheless, the BPP in general {as did polirical preanizations such as
the SCLC and CPUSA) embraced a wealth of contradictions that limited the
agency and efficacy of its “rank and file,”

What, then, constituces [eadership chat can face and function against repressive
state policies? Such issues are explored in chaprer twelve, an essay by journalist
Mumia Aby-Jamal, “Intellectuals and the Gallows.” This essay was written while
Abu-Jamal was facing a sentence of death. It is one of the fow pieces in this anthol-
ogy that directly confronts readers as non-incarcerated tntellectuals, exploring their
confines in a Foucauldian carceral thar restricrs their own resistance to a stare that
oversees life and death,

Part I, Internationalists and Anti-Tmperialists, begins with chapter thirteen,
“Genocide against the Black Nation in the U.S. Penal System (abridged) by
Mutulu Shakur, Anthony X. Bradshaw, Malik Dinguswa, Terry Long, Mark Coolk,
Adolfo Matos, and James Haskins. The chapter focuses on African American eman-
cipation, yet appeals to the intemational community; and so, it provides a bridge
berween the two sections of this anthology, emphasizing historical links between
African American activism and the interplay of domestic and foreign policies. This
essay’s argument follows in a tradition established by African American radicals in
the post-World War I era; William Parterson and the Civil Rights Congress in
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1951 presented to the Unired Naticns their antilynching petition " We Charge
Genocide,” and Malcolm X in the 1960s appealed to the Unired Nations for redress
from lynching and white supremacist policies in the United States.?” Chapter four-
reen, “The Struggle for Status under International Law by Marilyn Buck, revisits
themes raised by chapter thirteen in its reflections on the use of intemnational law
to address 1LS. domestic human rights violations. Situating Buck within the tradi-
tion of radical white anciracism and armed resistance, a tradition that dates back to
and precedes John Brown's antislavery militancy, lesbian activist Rita Bo Brown
describes the paramerters of white activism in the 1970s and 1980s in chapter fif.
reen, “White North American Political Prisoners.” In chapter fifteen, Brown pro-
vides a comprehensive view that encompasses a number of political formations.
Chapter sixteen, “On Trial” {abridged), by former Viemam veteran Raymond Luc
Levasseur, chroaicles the militancy of another whire anti-imperialist who invokes
international law and human rights conventions in antiracist struggles. Levasseur
argued in his opening trial statement for the dismissal of criminal charges under
International Law; he was acquitted of charges at the conclusion of his trial. Reject-
ing the domestic criminal charges braught by the government, be asserted a moral-
ity based on human rights and freedom fighters criminalized for their oppositional
politics. Mainraining that the U.S. povernment/corporations commitred crimes
against humaniry, Levasseur catalogues the acts that led to his organizarional
response through the UFF (United Freedom Front) and Sam Melville/jonathan
Jackson Unit. The series of bombings against military rargets attribured to these
formations occlrred & number of years after the bombings attributed to the Weather
Underground, the militant splinter group from the Srudents for 8 Demaocratic Soci-
ery (SDS).

“Letter to the Weathermen,” chapter seventeen, is a response by a Christian pac-
ifise militant, Catholic priest Daniel Berrigan. Berrigan and his brother Philip, also
a Carholic priest involved in activist resistance during the 1970s and 19805 and
beyond, were heavily influenced by Martin Luther King, Jr., and the “peaceful” con-
frontation of stare repression by the civil rights movement. Philip Berrigan would go
on to cofound the Plowshares community where Michele MNaar-Obed would become
radicalized and, as a mother and peace activist, write the pamphlet excerpted hers
as chapter eighteen, “Maternal Convictions: A Mother Beats a Missile into a Plow-
share.” In “Maternal Convictions,” Naar-Obed recounts her growing spiritual and
political awareness for peace activism that entailed civil disobedience and illegal
actions, and her multiple “short-term” incarceratcions.

Women have varied responses in their resistance to U.S. militarism and warfare;
not all of course are gendered as paciftst. “Dykes and Fags Wanr to Know: Interview
with Lesbian Political Prisoners,” chapter nineteen, was conducted in 1990-1991
by QUISP (Queer women and men United in Support of Political Prisoners). This
inrerview focuses on Linda Evans, Susan Rosenberg, and Laura Whitehom, women
who spent years incarcerated because of their political beliefs and acts. Whitehom
completed her sentence and was released in 1999, Evans and Rosenberg were
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granted presidential clemency by President Bill Clinton in 2001, In 1999, Clinton
had granted clemency to eleven of fifteen Puerto Rican independentistas or national-
ists who had been imprisoned for vears (included in those receiving cleme Cy was
Elizam Escobar). Clinton’s release of independentisias did not signal the end of
tmprisonment for advocates and agitators for freeing Puerro Rico from itsftatus as
a colonial possession of the Unired States. 1n chapter twenty, “This [s nough!”
educator Jasé Solis Jordan, incarcerared in Florida and later placed undef derention
in Puerto Rico, writes of the historical struggle for Puerto Rican independence and
autonomy and his own connections to this struggle.

The following essays speak of the nonmaterial, of the spititual and transcendent,
of autonomy from the political formation and from purely political identification
and identity. Chaprer twenty-one, “Art of Liberation: A Vision of Freedom” by
artist Elizam Escobar, offers one of the more creative and itmaginative discussions of
roles, conflicts, and contradictions of the revolutionary who maintains an indepen-
dence from the struggle itself via his or her connection through art. In chapter
twenty-twe, "Vielence and the State” (abridged), Standing Deer recounts an
attempt on the part of prison authorities to get him to assaule AIM activist and
political prisoner Leanard Peltier. Standing Deer’s “conversion” is both political
and spiritual, both rational and suprarational. It provides an introduction to the
fnal essay by Leonard Peltier who offers new meanings for freedom and resistance
in our final chapter, twenty-three, “Inipi: Swear Lodge.” Peltier's excerpt from his
autobiography, Prison Writings: My Life Is My Sundance,’ reminds us of the nonma.
terial aspects of strugple and the spiritual dimensions of freedom.

CONCLUSION

So much of what is controversial in this collecrion will center on the issue of vio-
lence: the use of violence by the stace to squash dissent and destroy dissenters; the
use of vialence by dissidents either in immediare self-defense, in military stracegies
for "nation-building,” or to promote a political stance and commirment. Obviously
state viclenice is not synonymous with the violence of the subaltern or appressed
or imprisoned. Mast Americans are more familiar wirh {inured to?) state violence,
particularly when it is directed against disenfranchised or racially or politically sus-
pect minorities. Therefore, police or military violence against the “racially suspect,”
against the poor and immigrants, against prisoners, is not as unsettling as countervi-
olence against the police or military by the subaltern and incarcerated, Thus,
George Jackson's milicarist stance in Bload in My Eye® is more terrifying for the
conventional reader chan the Central Intetligence Agency (CIA) torture manual
for the School of the Americas.?® Perhaps this is because the conventional reader
assumes (knows) that state violence is never earrnarked for the obedient and the
law-abiding

No essay in this volume makes a sustained theoretical argument for armed resis-
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rance o stare violence—although several essays offer theoretical and religious jusFi'
fications for nonviolent civil disobediencr{ and dissent. Tl‘%f: book that h?a;}iy
influenced many of the activists whose writings :’:lp}:’lleal‘ here is ‘frantz Pc;anar}si’ de
Wretched of the Eqrth. Fanon argues that the “native gthe colonized an i:ao.:’ta ll:e :
here, the imprisoned) does not have to theorize or articulate tl:lE Itruth; she ot he is
the truth—the breathing, living embodiment of the cuncrafhlctwns, debaser,nen;,
rage, and resentment and rebellion that mark rthe very cond%tlons? ?F oppression.
Yet the "“truth,” or some approximarion of ir, can be spaken in crirical encounters
and dialogues with rebels seeking social justice. o . .
The nonvincarcerated’s sense of security and our real alnc.i imagined distance from
political prisoners shape the expanse between the. law-abldlng {reader) and t:e out-
Jaw (writer). Yet, what if the issues of political prisoners are in fa'act. the’ touchstones
to what zils us: structural impoverishment, racial-sexual dlscnmu‘uatlo{n and vie-
lence, political disenfranchisement, war profiteering? In delgrees of {imagined) sl.epai
ration, amnesic farigue abour stare violence coupl§5 1v.1th outrage at exira e%a
challenges to domination. Despite stolid dichotomies, if hi?era!:mn ‘struggiesb 01:
human rights—and against war and captivicy—intersece, 1:a.dlcal imprisoned [rle o
may in fact stand at Elegba’s crosseoads; if so, then. the writings thatl fotlow llumt‘
nate bridges that span or buckle under the intimacies of death and life scruggles.

NOTES

E. Antonio Gramsci, Selections from the Prison Notebooks, edited an‘d wanslated by
Quintin Hoare and Geoffrey Mowell Smith (New “ork: Intermational Fl:lbllshets. 1385), 5
Gramset writes: “When one distinguishes between intetlectuals and no{.l—lntellectuais, on:hls
referring in teality only o the immediare social funcrion of the professional category of the
intetlecruals. . . . although one can speak of int;l!ectuals, one cannat speak of non-ingellectu-

-i do not exist" {9).
b 5'3 cg;sga?; Iltl::rlltz}i?(g:;ljd: Women, Writing, and Political Detention {Middietown, Conn.:
iversity Press, 1992).

Wﬁ;fvggc{i:sl:f;:gns and anallses of U.S. domestic and foreign policies thar {violent‘ly}
destabilized democracies, independence, and liberation movements see: Ward Churchill,
From o Native Son: Selected Essays in Indigenism, 1985-]5995 {Boston: South End Pre.ss, 1997%
Noam Chomsky, The Culture of Terrorism {Boston: Souch End Press, 1988); Manning Mara-
ble, How Capitaiism Underdeseloped Black America (Boston: South Em:l' Press, 1983); Howard
Zinn, A People's History of the United States (New York: HarperCollins, 1999); Joy ]amr;s,
Resisting State Violence (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 199?)5 Joy James, € e(i
States of Confinement: Policing, Detention & Prisons (New Ycl:rk: St Martm s, 20'02,;1,;%”?

paperback edition); Jerome G. Miller, Search and Destroy: Africen American Males in yim-
tnal Justice System (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1976} ‘ .y .

Also see: David J. Brown and Robert Merrill, eds., Vialent Perstfaswns: The Polivics an
Imagery of Terrorism (Seatrle: Bay Press, 1993); Ward Churchilt and Jim Vﬂf:ldl:[ Wﬂ'“, :;dgems

of Repression: The FBI's Secret Wrs against the Black Panther Party and American Indian ove-
ment {Boston: Souch End Press, 2002, revised edition}; Troy Johnson et al,, eds., American
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Indian Activism: Alcatraz 1o the Longest Wall: (Uzbana: Univessity of lllinois Press, 1997
W. E. B. Du Bois, Black Reconstruction in Amevica (New York: Harcourt, Brace, and Company,
1935); and, Matthew Mancini, One Dies, Get Another: Convict Leasing in the American South,
1866-1928 {Columbia: University of Sauth Carolina Press, 1996).

4. In 1ts desires for freedoms puarded by insticutions, revolutionary politics encompass
and surpass insurrectionary politics, Rather than merely revolt against repressive hierarchics,
faws, and customs, revolutionary politics seeks o build new structures and nottns. Hence,
revolutionaries are more feared than are insurrectionists by governing structures and elites.
Just as insurrection is not inherently revolutionary, neither is erime or violence intrinsically
proto-revolutionary: consider thac capitalism in the Americas is rooted in the theft of land
and fabor and the mass murder of indigenous and African peoples.

5. Page 80. The nephew of President John F. Kennedy and son of Senarar Robert Ken-
nedy, Robert E Kennedy, I, a senior astorney for the Narural Resources Defense Coungil,
engaged in civil disobedience ac Vieques, Puerto Rica, in 2001. Joined by actor Edward James
Olmos and union leader Dennis Rivera, Kennedy protested the U.S, Navy having “saturated
Vieques with thousands of pounds of ordinance—a ol that eventually exceeded the explo-
sive pawer of the Hiroshima bomb." Amested after illegally crespassing on the military site,
the disobedientes were eventually sencenced to thirry days in Guaynabo prison. After citing
the Navy’s civil and criminal violations of federal laws such as the Clean Water Actand the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, Kennedy writes: "Our defense was based on the
doctrine of necessity; a defendant cannot be convicred of trespassing if he shows he entered
the land to prevent a greater crime from being commitred, . . . we had engaged in civil dis-
obedience for 2 single purpose; to pievent a ceiminal violation of the Endangered Species
Act by the Navy that the federal court had refused o redress” (115). The presiding fudge,
admonishing that he was not incerested in philosophy, dismissed the necessity defense,

As Kennedy's attorney {and his sister's father-in-law), former New York govemnor Mario
Cuomo made the following argument ar rrial:

We ask the court 1o recall that this nation was conceived in the civil disobedience that
preceded the Revolutianary War, the acts of civil disohedience thar wete precipicared
by the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793, in the famous Sit-Down Serikes of 1936 and 1937,
all through the valiant struggle for civil rights in the 1960s, and the moverent against
the Viemam War. Always they were treated by che courts one way: not like crimes com-

mitted for personal gain or out of pure malice, but as rechnical violations designed 1o
achieve a good purpose. {115)

See Robert Kennedy's essay in Outside, October 2001, 80-84 and 114-14.

Of course, Cuomo and Kennedy would see violations that resulred in the loss of life {and
liberry} as tragedies rather than as technicalities. Years prior to Kennedy's trial, Mutuly Sha-
kur and Marilyn Buck also unsuccessfully argued the “necessiry defense,” appealing to inter-
national instead of ULS, standards.

6. There is insufficient space to address the ways in which political prisoriers are ar rimes
burdened with the characteristics of prophets; hence their limitations in efficacy in the “free
world” once they are released resorate so much more intensely. Activists, such as the slain
leader Chiris Hani, attempted 1o prevent the “marriage of Mandela-ism with liberalism.”
With the African National Congress (ANC)'s acceprance of the apartheid government's
debt and its failure to narionalize and redistribute key resources and wealth, the observation
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by some local South African activists that Mandela had “sold out the bush™ resonared with
the intense frustrations of an economically subjugated pecple. A e e ofien
7. Some accounts of the southern civil rights movement argue ¢ mi p"fldc;\ ;ts ; n
rovided protection from Klan and police violence by armed and organize rican l\qn'u:ﬂ'i'1
y d women, such as those who formed the Deacons for Defense and }ustu:el in Mort
Cor T‘En agee- Anne Moody, The Coming of Age in Mississippi (Lauvreleaf, 1997, reprint}; Rob-
Cal‘; mal::lin "Wiiliams. Negroes with Guns (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1998,
:,;n;il)-l znd Timochy B, Tyson, Redio Free Dixie: Robert F. Williams and the Roors of Black
l ifl: University of North Carolina Press, 1999).
P‘JW‘;" (l'g:\?:;%;:l;ﬂi{:,%gglefsitnail correspondence from Michael H'tlmes-Garcia, edim'r’s
paper.E. For further discussions analyzing incarcerati‘cn politics, see: Michael Hames-Garcia,
Crucibles of Freedom {Minneapakis: Universiry of Minnesota Press, 2003).
D, Dylan Rodriguez maintains:

“Free™ activists (scholars, etc.) often appropriate the iconographv of c;lptwe radlu:als!
revolutionaries . . . and may even do so in critica} ‘artnd radu:'cfi ways (for examp ei io
incroduce the discourse of “political prisoners/POW's tc a public that canmljt assimi : :
such a possibility in their midst). Yer, it is far more dsFﬁculF for Fr.ee peop. ; to engag
the political work of radical prisoners in a manner thae seriously informs their pra:t;:::
Of course, to do so would necessirare a far more urgent, E."fm df:spera:e asrempt ‘mlna .
late the political dream {vision} of prisunfpolice.abohtmn into an a?;agogls::.i j:m
gecessible polisicai-culeural practice. . . . 50 activists fand Cl'l.tll:a“‘i; “1; m;le § wdents
could read the anthology through this siructure of . . . disavowal, such that ¢ t_:nnud e
pro-state progressivism {inherently white supremacist} of thz? CF}O, non—?i“(: t, atrll acn‘
demic sectors remains sacrosanct. To refuse the urgency af principled hostility an opp .
sition to this civic and state formation is a virtual religious fiat of the currer.llt (pDSI:Cl\:—
rights) era of the afleped Eeft. {Dylan Rodripuez, Seprember 2007 e-mail correspo
dence, editor’s papers.)

For another critical perspective on the "prison writer,” see IPaul St. John, ‘EIB'(:;ilnd- the
Mirror's Face,” in Daing Time: Twenty-Five Years of Prison Writing, ed. Bell Gale Chevigny
: e, 1999} . ' '

{N;E: \{ji(ngA t:‘i::::grian Eu}gane Genovese's statement " The B]af:k experience :.;; F::ils counlrlrly
has been a phenomenon without analog” as the epigraph for his essay, Fgrlff Sl etsr;aa,c .
quotes from Steve Marrinot and Jared Sexton, “The Avant—Gz‘lrdt? cni? hite upre:. Bos:;ﬂ
April 2002, www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~marto/paradigm/. Genov'c:.se s citation is glven 1{5. ostor
Review Octobar/Movember 1993, See: ‘x('-’;anlichilders}un, Il1, "The Prison Slave as Heg

g " in Social Justice (farthcoming).
nv:lfslt::lzr ;}ci:ca:ls(:?;‘n of the cc.f'u:ept “sacial death” in a globat and histor.ical r.:umex.r. I_siec:j
Ordlando Patterson, Slevery and Social Death: A Comparative Sn.uiy ECarﬁbrfdgf:. h{!ass.. ) :;:
vard University Press, 1982). For contemporary analyses c-)f “sacial deatEl Wlthull the Sclon =
of 1)S. tacial and incarceration politics, see: Frank Wllqe:son, Ilrl. The Erlsand R:;eical
Hegemony's (Silent) Scandal” and Dylar; R;driguez.l'ts‘ch;jfL;l::cueth and Imprisone

i ing issue of the jounal Socia .

Int;éle%ilfl'hlil:t:;:ﬁrilri?::[l;iﬁ to the U.IS. Constitution legalizes slavery for those Fluly
conv.ictecl of a ceime. In the convict prison lease system following thel Civ‘il ‘\‘-‘{f’a;1 liz\frlcalctl
Americans, criminalized for their “blackness,” were w::rlcccl to death in m1!ne?, ;:ﬂs, ;rlxs :
forests in joint ventures between the state and private industries. For an analysis of the



24 Joy James

wry of the convict lease system in the United Stares, see Matthew Mancini, One Dies, Get
Another: Convice Leasing in the American South, 1866-1928 (Columbia: University of Scuth
Carolina Press, 1996). .

13. W E. B. Du Bois, Black Reconstrucdon in America (New York: Harcourt, Brace, and
Compary, 1935).

14. See Vincent Harding, There Is a River: The Black Struggle for Freedom in America (New
York: Harcourt Brace, 1981).

15. See Mike Mgo, under pseudonym “An Unknown Soldier,” “A Day in the Life," pris-
oners' zine, untitled, January 13, 2000; also see Dylan Rodriguez, “Interview with Mike Ngo,”
in Abolitionists: Imprisoned Writers on Incarceration, Enslavement and Emancipation, ed. Joy
James (forthcoming).

16. For decails of U.S. foreign and domestic policies that instigated considerable warfare,
descabilization, and death in the pose—World War I1 era, see: Moam Chomsley, The Culture of
“Terrorism (Boston: Souch End Press, 1988) Ward Churchitt and jim Vander Wall, Agenes of
Repression; The FBI's Secret War against the Black Panther Party and the American Indian Move-
ment { Boston: South End Press, revised 2002 edition); Jay James, Resisting Srate Violence: Rad-
icalism, Gender, and Race in U.S. Cudture {(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press,
1596).

17. See Mondo we Langa, "Letter from Inside," Nebraska Report, MayfJune 1999, 9, For
information on Wopashirwe Mondo Eyen we Langa (David Rice), sce Can't Jail the Spirie
{Chicago: Commitree to End the Marion Lockdown, 2002, 5th edition). Mondo we Langa
was deputy minister of informacion for the Omaha, Nebraska, chapter of the National Com-
mittees to Combat Fascism, an otganization affiliaced with the Black Panther Party, and is
serving a life sentence for the first-degree murder of a policeman, He was active in protesting
police brutality agalnst African American residents in Omaha, According to the Center for
Constitucional Rights, we Langa was targeted by COINTELPRO and his convicrion “was
based on the testimony of a frightened teenager and on explosives allegedly found in {we
Langa's| house.” A Federat Court of Appeals declared the search illegal yet ¢he Supreme
Court "sustained the conviction holding thar the Federal courts should not have reviewed
the state court decision.” See Cenrer for Constitutional Rights, *Political Prisoners in the
United Stares," Seprember 1988,

18. This article was first published in ¢he Inrernational Association of Democratic Lawyers
Bullodin, January 1990, and reprinted in Social Jusdce, vol. 18, ne. 3.

19, For information on Lari Berenson, see Rhoda Berenson, Lari: My Daughter, Wrongfully
Imprisoned in Perie (New York: Context Books, 2000). For discussions of prisoners with the
starus of "illepal [nonlcombarants” following September 11, 2001, see: Amnesty Inrerna-
tional, *USA: Derainees from Afghan Conflict Should Be Released or Tried,” Al Index:
AMR 51/164/2002, 1 November 2002; and Joseph Lelyveld, “In Guantdnamo,” The New
York Review of Books, November 7, 2002,

20. See Anne-iarie Cusac, "You're in the Hole: A Crackdown on Dissidenc Prisoners,”
The Progressive, December 2001. The Progressive reports that on October 26, 2001, John Ash-
crofe signed the “National Securivy: Prevention of Acts of Violence and Terrorism,” which
was subsequently published in the Federal Register. Cusac writes: *Undey the new rules, the
Department of Justice, 'based on information from the head of a federal faw enforcement or
intellipence agency,’ will selecr certain prisoners for "special administrative measures’ . . .
[inchucing isolation, denials of correspondence, telephone communication, visirations, and
media interviews)"

Inrrodiction 15

21. Targers of FBI repression have been fairly varied, including Albert Einstein, because
of his socialism and antimacist activism {Einstein worked with W, E. 8. Du Bois and Paul
Robesen; with the latrer he cofounded an anti-lying organization}, and John Lennen, eas-
gered because of his antiwar activism. See, respectively, Frank Jerome, The Einstein F.B.1. File
{Mew Yorle St Martin's, 2002) and Jon Wiener, Come Togedher: John Lennon in His Time
{New York: Random House, 1984) and *John Lennan versus the EB.L," The New Republic,
vol. 188.

On Qcrober 10, 2001, Lavta W Murphy, director of the American Civil Liberties Union
{ACLU} Waoshington National Office, issued “Trust Us, We're the Govermment"”; the scate-
ment details government malfeasance and iilegal surveillance and harassment tied to
COINTELPRO, in which “few members of any of the groups rargeted by COINTELPRO
were ever charged with a crime.” It also makes reference ta the 1976 Church Commicree
Senate report that concluded: *The Government has often undertaken the seeret surveil-
lance of citizens on the basis of their political beliefs, even when these beliefs posed no theear
of viclence or iflegal acts on behalf of a hostile foreign power. . . . Groups and individuals
have been harassed and disrupted because of their political views and their fifestyles.” In
1986, a federal coure determined that COINTELPRO was responsible for ax least 204 bur-
glaries by FBI agents, the use of 1,300 infarmants, the thelt of 12,600 documents, 20,000
illegal wiretap days, and 12,000 bug days.

Alongside COINTELPROQ, the ACLU notes the “STOP INDEX," whete FBI computer-
ized databases monitored anciwar activists; "CONUS” {Continental United Stares), which
in the 1950s and 1360s “collecred and maintained files on upwards of 100,000 polirical acriv-
ists and used undercover operatives recruited from the Army w inhlirate these activist groups
and seeal confidensial information and files for distribution o federal, state and local govern-
ments”; "OPERATION CHAQS” in the 1960s, where the Central Intelligence Agency
engaged in domestic spying to destabilize the American peace mavemenr; and “CISPES”
harassment, in which the Commintee in Scbidarity with the People of El Salvador (CISPES)
was targeted because of its opposition o President Ronald Reagan's support of paramilitacy
death squads in Ei Salvador, Murphy asserts that “the Bush Administration's defense of its
new, and frighteningly broad, anti-tertorism bill is also being couched in exacrly these terms
[of truse for the government's use of police powers]. Unfortunately, history has also shown us
thar, more often than not, these expansions of domestic surveillance powers are used o vio-
late the freedoms guarenteed to the American public by the Constitution and the Bill of
Rights.”

22, Whiting for clemency for Anthony Jalil Bottom (#77A4283), Herman Bell
{#79C02623, Abdul Majid {#83A0483), Bashir Hameed {#82A6313}, Robert Seth Hayes
(#7442280), Sekou Oelinga (#05228-054), and David Gilbert {#83A6158) in the petition
were attorneys Robert Boyle, Robere Bloam, William Guodman, Kathleen Cleaver, jill Sof-
fiyah Elijah, Elizaheth Fink, Karl Franklin, Daniel Meyers, Charles Ogletree, Michael Tarif
Warren, Nkechi Taifa, and Susan Tipograph. New York Taslk Force for Political Prisoners 2002
ReparifPetition, editor’s papers.

23. The USA PATRIOT {Provide Appropriate Tools Required to Intercepr and Obstruct
Terrorism) Ace of 2001 permics the U.S. government to detain noncitizens indefinitely wich
littke or no process ar the discretion of the Attomey General; permits dhe government to
conduct searches, seizures, and surveillance with lower fevels of judicial raview; and poten-
tiaily criminalizes otherwise lawful contacts with groups engaging int politically morivared



26 oy James

(violent and nonviclent) illegal acts, See Nancy Chang, Stlencing Policical Dissent: Fow Post—
Seprember | ] And-Terorism Measures Threaten Our Civil Liberties (New York: Seven Stories,
2002); The USA PATRIOT Ac: A Legal Analysis (Washington, D.C.: Congressional
Research Service, Library of Congress, 2002},

24. See Spike Lee's documentary Four Linle Girls {New York: Forty Acres and a Mule/
HBO Home Video, 1998).

Z3. Former Black Panther and Black Liberation Army member Jalil Abdul Munragim's
“Religion and Revolurion® offers an in teresting pevspective on the role of liberation theclogy
and Christianity in the injuncrion for freedam; see Jalil Muntagim, “Religion and Revolu-
tion”; and Jalil Muntaqim, We Are Our Own Liberators {Montreal: Abraham Guillen Press,
2002).

26. Assata Shakur, Assata: An Autobiography {Westport, Conn.: Lawrence Hill & Co.),
242-43.

21. See William Parcerson, ed., We Charge Genocide: The Crime of Government against the
Negra People, A Petition to the United Nasions (New Yorl: Civil Righes Congress, 1951).

28. Leonard Pelrier, Prisan Writings: My Life Is My Sundance, edited by Harvey Arden
{New York: Sr. Martin's, 1999),

29. In Seprember 1971, responding to George Jackson's killing by San Quentin prison
guards and administators and to dehumanizing and racist prison conditions, 1,500 Aftican
American, Puerto Rican, and white prisoners seized control of Arrica, g maximum-security
prison in New York. In 2001, the California-based media organization Freedom Archives
praduced Prisons on Fire, a CI} of two audic decumentaries commemorating the thircieth
anniversaries of the death of George Jackson and the Artica Rebellion, The CD consists of
archival and contemporary interviews, music, and narration, Featured in part one of the nar-
raeive are: George Jackson; his seventeen-year-old brother, Jonathan, who was killed in the
Marin County “takeover,” and his mother, Georgiz Jackson; former Soledad Bracher Defense
Commitree leader Angela Davis; former Black Panther Party leader David Hilliard; weiter
James Baldwin; actor Harry Belafonte; and current or former prisoners David Johnson, Hugo
Pinell, Luis Talamantez, and Sundiarn Tate—the latter three were charged with the San
Quentin eebellion following the death of George Jackson. Part two of the O feacures the
voices of former Attica prison leader Frank “Big Black” Smith; Arrica activists' atrormeys
Witliam Kunstler, Elizabeth Fink, and Michael Deursch; L. D. Barkley (killed in the retaking
of the prison, Barkley read the Artica Manifesto ta the media); and Ruchell Magee (prison
activist and participanr in the 1971 Marin County escape in which Jonathan Jacksen and
prisoners James McClain and Witliam Christmas and Judge Harold Haley were Ikilled by
guards}, The Prisons on Fire audio documentary is available threugh Rowman and Littlefield
and from Freedom Archives: cd@freedotmarchives.org, www.freedomarchives.org,

3Q. For a critique of the School of the Americas, which officially closed in 2000 (bug
which human rights advocates say has simply been renamed and reorganized), see Jack Nel-
son-Pallmeyer, School of Assassins: The Case for Clasing the School of the Americas and for Faun-
damentally Changing U.S. Foreign Policy {New York: Orbis Books, 1997).

31. Ralph Miliband wtites in The Stata in Capitalist Society thar in the United Seaces peo-
ple “live in the shadow of the state,” as political actors arrempt to influence or represent “
state’s power and purpase” in arder to obrain irs support. A comprehensive theory of the
state requires that we address economie, racial, and sexual as well as political, repression and
disenfranchisement. Here, ] use “state violence® as a descriptive term that denotes political—

Introduction 27

economic and police violence based on nartionaliny, ethn'icinlr, gender,.sexualiqr: class, and
polirical ideology. The primary instruments and coln‘tmlllng. ingerests in st:;t‘:l'\l;lol;ndc.e are
largely determined by corporate and police {para)milicary elires. ‘Althuugh fi 1lan 15[{.11-
guishes the state system from the political system of elecFura_l parties afn:l seemingly nozpr? 1}:-
ical arganizations such as religious and educarional institurions, madia, busmessefs _:lan c'wu:
groups, it is nat realistic to maintain a sharp division bewfeen the state and civil sociecy,
particularly in a racially driven or construered culture. Without ﬁ.nrmfﬂiy sharing 1'nlsta|:e
power, sacial and ethnic groups can contribute 1o t.he Grasure or vahdattsm of state c']vi:: er".;:‘e
and government misconduct, Frequentdy in the United Srate:.s, where racial Fea; an lr_Jsln i-
ties are manipulated, state and civil society seem o spleak. in .onr: woice rr:‘gar mg }:ro icing,
punishment, and viclence as the media, educational institutions, and private utlzenssan?
organized to further state hegemony in spite of their autonomy from state apparatusesﬁe ee:
Ralph Miltband, The State in Capitalist Society (New York: Basic, 1969); and Joy James, Resist-
ing State Violence (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1996‘), 6. ‘ "
12, Fanon writes: “[Tlhe fellah, the unemployed man, the starving narive da nt;: lay a
claim to the truth; they do not say that they represent the truth, for they are the tuth,” See
Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth {(New York: Grove Press, 1963), 45.



Part One

BLACK LIBERATIONISTS




Chapter One

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Bomn in Atlanta, Georgia, on January 15, 1929, Martin Lurher King, Jr. was the
eldest son of Alberta Williams King, a schoolreacher, and Martin Luther King, St.,
a Baptist minister. Ar age hfteen, King entered Morehouse College, where he first
read Henry David Thoreau’s On Ciul Disobedience and began to work with organiza-
rions dedicated to racial justice. Afrer graduating from Morehouse in 1948 with a
bachelor's degree in sociolopy, King entered Crozer Theological Seminary. In 1951,
he enrolled in Boston University, where, studying Reinhold Niebuhr and G. W,
Hegel, he eamed a doctorate in systematic theclogy in 1955. King synthesized the
divergent influences of his studies into a “realistic pacifism” and a theology thac
considered both “souls” and “societal change.” In Boston he met and married Cor-
etra Scoit, then a music student; they would have four children: Martin Luther U1,
Dexter Score, Yolanda Denise, and Bernice Albertine.

King accepred his first pastorate at the Dexter Avenue Baprist Church in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, in 1954. In Montgomery, he began simultaneous work with the
Mational Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and the
interracial Alabama Council on Human Relations. When NAACP leader Rosa
Parks was arrested on December 1, 1955, for refusing to give up her seat to a white
passenger on a public bus, Joanne Robinson’s Monrgomery Women’s Political Cau-
cus, with trade unionist E. D. Nixon, organized a bus boycott. The originators of
the boycott chose the politically inexperienced King as its ticular leader for appear-
ances of respectability and auchority tied to middle-class male clergy, and with their
assistance King was elected president of the ad hoc Montgomery Improvement
Association (MIA).

The Montgomery bus boycott lasted more than a year. During that struggle for
civil rights, King had his fitst experience of being jailed. Arrested for “speeding” by
Montgomery police, he was taken to the Montgamery city jail. Violence and police
harassment and brutalicy against black protestess, including the bombing of King's
home, punctuared the long boycott. By the time the U.S. Supreme Court declared
segregation of public transportation unconstiturional in November of 1956, and the
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MIA triumphed through its civil disobedience, Martin Lucher King, Jr., had been
catapulted into the national spotlighe,

In 1957, King helped found and became the president of what would eventually %

become the Sourhern Chrisrian Leadership Conference {SCLC).* The SCLC, first
headed by Ella Baker, protested racial injustice and racism through marches, boy-
cotts, and demonstrations. King was arrested and ailed for his involvement in such
activivy.

In 1960, King accepted a posicion as co-pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Church
in Atlanta. The SCLC's offices in Atlanta became the organizational base for most
af King’s civil rights activicy after 1960. In the early 1960s, the SCLC began a series
of protest campaigns triggered by studenc sit-ins and the Freedom Ride movement.
The de facto head of SCLC, Ella Baker, would prove instrumental in the founding
of the Scudent Nonviolenc Coordinating Committee (SNCC), which would work
witly, and at times critique and radicalize, the SCLC.

Afrer unsuccessful organizing initiatives in Albany, Georgis, the SCLC wyrned
its focus ta Birmingham, Alabama. In 1963, King stated, “Birmingham is so segre-
gated, we'te within a cab ride of being in Johannesburg, Sauth Africa," Bir-
mingham cicy officials had declared the NAACP a “foreign corporation” and
criminalized its activities. The head of Birmingham's police was Commissioner of
Public Safety Eugene "Bull" Conner, who prided himself "on knowing how to han-
dle the Negro and keep him in his ‘place.’"

In the ensuing confrontation with racist police and city administration, King was
arrested on April 12, and “charged with violation of a ciry ordinance in parading
without a permit and also with defying a state court injunction against demonstra-
tions.”* While being held for over twenty-four hours in solitary confinement, he
woke in the moming to find in his cell = newspaper with an advertisement raken
out by eight clergymen of the major denominations who condemned the demon-
strations and criticized the civil rights activists as Yextremises.”s

“Letter from Birmingham Jail,” Reverend King's response, was first published in
Christian Century, Liberation, and Christianity and Crisis, three progressive journals,
In his *Letter," King set forth an incisive critique of the “whire tnoderate,” who,
he claimed, was “more devoted to ‘order’ than justice.” The recipient of the Nobel

Feace Prize, Martin Luther King, Jr., was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee, in
April 1968.
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Letter from Birmingham Jail
April 16, 1963

AUTHOR’S NOTE: This response to a published starement by eight fellow clergy-
men from Alabama (Bishap C. C. ]. Carpenter, Bishop Joseph A. Durick, Rabhi
Hilron L. Grafman, Bishop Paul Hardin, Bishop Holan B. Harmon, the Reverend
George M. Murray, the Reverend Edward V. Ramage and the Reverend Earl Stall-
ings} was composed under somewhat consiricting circumstance, Begun on the mar-
gins of the newspaper in which the statement appeared while [ was in jail, the lettar
was continued on scraps of writing paper supplied by a friendly Negro trusty, and
cancluded on a pad my attorneys were eventually permitted to leave me. Although

the text remains in substance unaltered, | have indulged in the author's prerogarive
of polishing it for publicarion.

April 16, 1963

MY DEAR FELLOW CLERGYMEN:

While confined here in the Birmingham city jail, I came across your recent seate-
ment calling my present activities “unwise and uncimely.” Seldom do I pause to
answer criticism of my work and ideas. If I sought to answer all the criticisms that
cross my desk, my secretaries would have lictle time for anything other than such
comespondenice in the course of the day, and I would have no time for constructive
work. But since | feel that you ate men of genuine good will and chat your criticisms
ate sincerely set forth, [ want to try to answer your statements in what | hope will
be patient and reasonable terms.

I think I should indicate why I am here in Birmingham, since you have been
influenced by the view which argues against “outsiders coming in." [ have the honot
of serving as president of the Southem Christian Leadership Conference, an organi-
zation operating in every southern stare, with headquarters in Atlanra, Georgia, We
have some eighty-five affiliared orgenizations across the South, and one of them is
the Alabama Christian Movemens for Human Rights. Frequently we share st=ff,
educational and financial resources with our affiliates. Several months ago the affil-
tate here in Birmingham asked us to be on call to engage in a nonviolen direct.
action program if such were deemed necessary. We readily consenred, and when the

hour came we lived up to our promise. So |, along with several members of my staff,
am here because [ was invited here. I am here because I have organizational ties
here.

But more basically, I am in Birmingham because injustice is here, Just as the
prophets of the eighth cencury a.c. left their villages and carried their “thus saith
the Lord” far beyond the boundaries of their home towns, and just as the Apostle
Paul left his village of Tarsus and carried the gospel of Jesus Christ to the far corners -
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of the Greco-Roman world, so am 1 compelled to carry the Egspdﬂff ﬁeedgnf
heyond my own heme town. Like Paul, ] must constantly respond ro the Macedo
maﬁ Ctiicl:j: E;lj;n cognizant of the interrelatedness of all communities and states. I
cannoot sir iEily by in Arlanta and not be ‘-I:onel:erned abour whar happenshit{ Bir-
mingham. Injustice anywhere is a thrAeat to justice everywhere. ;Xfc’]& are Cm{j%? hta::r; :;:
inescapable nerwork of mutuality, tied in a smgle_ garment Off SStmf{. Whaceyer
affects one directly, affecrs all indirectly_. Mever again can we affor ts wh xunimd
narrow, provincial “outside agitator” idea. Anyone w.ho‘lnfres b1n51 ct[: the
Sares can never be considered an outsider anyx.uher.e “flthl.n its bounds. N
You deplore the demonstrations taking place in Birmingham. l?:ut 1,r0u{~1 ataltjeme h::
] am sorry o say, fails to express a similar concern for the conditions that rm:g ;
abour the demonstrations. I am sure that none of you would want 1o rest c:lnden
with the superficial kind of social analysis thar deals merely with effects an ; oes
not grapple with underlying causes. It is unfortunate that demonstltar.:ons ;re ta cu::g
place in Birmingham, but it is even more unfortuna.te that the city's white power
structure left the Negro community with no altenlmtwe. . e fucrs
In any nonviolent campaign there are four basic step's: col.lectlon Dd't e faces to
determine whether injustices exist; negotiation; self-purification; and irect action.
We have gone through all these steps in Birminghgm. Tjhex:t can bf? no gﬁlgiaw;g
the fact that racial injustice engulfs this community. Birmingham is prg a 1‘] the
most thoroughly segregated city in the United States.'lts ugly record .of }futa ity is
widely known. Negroes have experienced grassly unjust reacment in ; e FDLgFS.
There have been more unsolved bombings of Negro homes and chuec Ef fm 11'}
mingham than in any other city in the nation. These are the hard, brutal acts SE-[
the case. On the basis of these conditions, Negro leaders soubght todn;gcitlate wi
the city fathers. But the latter consistently refused ta engage in good-faith negotia-
tm?hen, last September, came the opportunity to talk \fvith leaders. of Binnl'mgham’s
economic community. In the course of the nagotianons:, certain .promt§815 weie
made by the merchants—for example, to remove the stores humiliating rai:ladmgns‘.c
On the basis of these promises, the Reverend Fred Shurtlesworth and the‘ eaders c{l
the Alabama Christian Movement for Human Righus agreed to a moratarium on ;
demonstrations. As the weeks and months went by, we realized that we wereht e
victims of a broken promise. A few signs, briefly remaved, recurned; the othets
reriasl?reldr;o many past experiences, our hopes had been blgsted, and the sh:adowfof
deep disappointment settled upon us. We had no alterpar:we except tofplre;?are or
direcr action, whereby we would present our very bodies as a means o m,rmgf Ul?r
case before the conscience of the local and the national communicy. h:[mdf!.ll of the
difficulties involved, we decided to undertake a process of self—punﬁcatlon.l’We.
began a series of workshaps on nonviolence, a.nd \’\’rirepeatcdly iaskecl ogrsa x;;se
“Ate you able to accept blows without retaliating?” “Are you able to endure
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ordeal of jail?” We decided to schedule our direct-action program for the Easter
season, realizing that excepr for Christmas, this is the main shopping periad of the
year. Knowing that a strong economic withdrawal program would be the by-product
of direct action, we felt char this would be the best time to bring pressure to bear
on the merchants for the needed change.

Then it oceurred to us thar Birmingham’s mayoralty election was coming up in
March, and we speedily decided ro postpone action until after election day. When
we discovered thar the Commissianer of Public Safety, Eugene “Bull” Connor, had
piled up enough votes to be in the run-off we decided again to postpone action until
the day after the run-off 5o that the demonstrations could not be vsed to cloud the
issues. Like many others, we waited to see Mr. Connor defeated, and to this end we
endured postponement afrer postponement. Having aided in chis community need,
we felt that our direcr-action program could be delayed no longer.

You may well ask: “Why direct acrion? Why sit-ins, marches and so forth? [sn't

negotiation a better path?” You are quite right in calling for negoriarion. Indeed,
this is the very purpose of direct action. Nonvialent direct action seeks to create
such a crisis and foster such a tension that g community which has constantly
refused to negotiate is forced to confront the issue. It seeks so to dramarize the issue
that it can ne longer be ignored. My citing the creation of tension zs part of the
worlc of the nonviolent-resister may sound rather shocking. But | must confess that
I am not afraid of the word “tension.” | have earnestly opposed violent rension, but
there is a type of constructive, nonvialent tension which is necessary for growth.
Just as Socrates felt that it was necessary to create a tension in the mind so thar
individuals could ise from the bondage of myths and half.truths to the unfettered
realm of erearive analysis and objective appraisal, we rmust see the need for nonvio-
tent gadilies to create the kind of tension in society that will help men rise from
the dark depths of prejudice and racism to the majestic heights of understanding
and brotherhaad,

The purpose of our direct-acrion Program is to Create a situation so ceisis-packed
that it will inevitably open the door to negotiation. I therefore concur with you in
our call for negetiation. Too long has our beloved Sauthland been bogged down in
a tragic effort to live in monologue rather than dialogue.

One of the basic points in your statemenc is thar the action that T and my ass0ci-
ates have taken in Birmingham is untimely. Some have asked: “Why didn't you give
the new city administration time o acel” The only answer thac | can give to this
query is that the new Birmingham administrarion must be prodded about as much
as the outgeing one, before ir will act. We are sadly mistaken if we feel that the
election of Albert Bourwell as mayor will bring rthe millennium ro Birminghan.
While Mr. Boutwell is a much more gentle person than Mr. Connor, they are both
segregationists, dedicated to maintenance of the status quo. [ have hope thar M.
Boutwell will be reasonable enough to see the futility of massive resistance to deseg-
regation. But he will not see this withour pressure from devorees of civil rights. My
friends, I must say to you that we have nor made g single gain in civil rights without
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derermined legal and nonviolent pressure. Lamentably, it i.s an hi§tr::ricai fact thar
privileged groups seldom give up their privileges voluntarily. Incln,'lciu.al:]lls-l r??is]s?e
the moral light and volunrarily give up their u}'ljust posture; Ilnut{ as Rei 1 ) je-
buhr has reminded us, groups tend to be more arnmora‘i than mdmdualﬁl. .

We know through painful experience that freedom is never voluntaily given by
the oppressor; it must be demanded by the oppress’:zt_i. Frankl‘y, I have yer cohenﬁage
in a direct-action campaign that was “well timed” in the view of thase w c:d :I:e
not suffered unduly from the disease of segregarion. l?or yeats now [ hgv.e l:lear e
word “Wait!” It rings in the ear of every Negro with piercing fan.ullarlty. This
“Wait" has almost always meant *Never.” We must come 10 see, “.il[h one of our
distinguished jurists, that “justice too long delaved is justice dt?[’ll&d; '

YWe have waited for more than 340 years for our CDTISI{EUEIOB‘Q.] and God-gz\fen
rights. The nations of Asia and Africa are moving with jetlike speed toward gaining
political independence, but we still creep at horse-and-buggy pace toward gam;n]g
a cup of coffee at a lunch counter. Perhaps it is easy for those who have mever felt
the stinging dark of segregation to say, “Wair." But when you have seen \[r:cmus
mobs lynch your mothers and fathes at will and drown your sisters and bro!:“ers at
whim; when you have seen hare-filled policemen curse, kick and even ki your
black brothers and sisters; when vou see the vast majority of your twenty rﬁlhon
Negro brothers smathering in an airtight cage of poverty in the midst of an a uent
society; when you suddenly find your tongue cwisted and your s?eech 5|:atrlnmeij|?g
as you seek to explain to your six-year-old daughter wh)" :ﬁhe cart’t go to the pl.lll‘ ic
amusement park thar has just been advertised on relevision, and see tears welling
up in her eyes when she is told that Funtown is closed to colored children, and see
ominous clouds of inferiority beginning to form in her little rn.ental .Sky' and see h:;
beginning ro distort her personality by developing an unconscious birterness to:a ‘
white people; when you have to concoct an answer for a ﬁve—year—olcjf’ 501;1 who is
asking: “Daddy, why do white people treat colored people‘so mean]! ; when ‘;Eu

take a cross-country drive and find it necessary to sleep mghf: after night in the
uncomfortable corners of your automobile because no morel w1ll'z‘1cc§pt”you; v:hen
you are humiliated day in and day out by nagging signs_ reading “white and“bcol;
ored"; when your first name becomes “nigger,” your n}}ddle name beccme§f cyd
(however old you are) and your last name becomes “John,” and your wife and
mother are never given the respecred title “Mrs.”"; when you are hamec.:l by day an
haunted by night by the face that you are a Negro, living constan.tly at tiptoe stance:j,
never quite knowing what to expect next, and are plagued ‘w1th inner t}:.ars and
outer resencments; when you are forever fighring a degenerqtmg sense of nob;:dl-
ness” then you will understand why we find it difficult to wait, "_Fhere COmes la mn;
when the cup of endurance runs over, and men are no longer willing to i?e p unged

inta the abyss of despair, I hope, sirs, you can understand our legitimate an
idable impatience. N

un;r};?l eXpLess 2 great deal of anxiety over our willingness to break laws. Thtshm

certainly a legitimate concern. Since we so diligently urge people to obey the
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Supreme Court’s decision of 1954 outlawing segregation in the public schools, at
fiest glance it may seem racher paradoxical for ys consciously to break laws. One
may well ask: "How can you advocars breaking some laws and abeying others? The
answer lies in the fact that there are two types of laws: just and unjust. I would be
the first 1o advocate obeying just laws. One has not only a legal bur a moral respansi-
bility to obey just laws. Conversely, one has a moral respensibility to disobey unjust
laws. ! would agree wich S. Augustine thar “an unjust law is no law at all.”

Now, what is the difference between the two? How does one determine whether
a law is just or unjust? A fust law is a man-made code thar squares with the moral
law or the [aw of God, An unjust law is a code that is our of hatmony with the
moral law. To put it in the terms of St Thomas Aguinas: An unjust law is a human
law that is not rooted in eternal law and narural law. Any law char uplifes human
personality is just. Any law that degrades buman persanality is unjust, All segrega-
tion statutes are unjust because segregation distorrs the soul and damages che per-
sonality. It gives the segregator a false sense of superiority and the segregated a false
sense of inferiority, Segregation, to use the terminology of the Jewish philosopher
Martin Buber, substitutes an “I-it” relationship for an “Lthoy” relationship and
ends up relegating persons to the status of things. Hence segregation is not only
polirically, economically and socielogically unsound, ic is morally wrong and awful,
Paul Tillich said thar sin is separation. [s not segregation an existential expression
“of man’s tragic separarion, his awful estrangement, his terrible sinfulness™ Thus ir
is thar I can urge men to obey the 1954 decision of the Supreme Court, for ic s
morally right; and [ can urge them to disobey segregation ordinances, for they are
morally wrong.

Let us consider a more concrece example of just and unjust laws. An unjust [aw
is & code that a numerical of Power majority group compels a minority group to
obey bur does not make binding on itself. This is difference made legal, By the same
token, 2 just law is a code that o majority compels a minority to follow and that ic
is willing to fallow ieself. This is sameness made legal.

Let me give another explanation. A law is unjust if it is inflicted on a minerity
that, as a resule of being denied the right to vote, had no part in enacting or devising
the law. Who can say thar the legislature of Alabama which ser up hat state’s segre-
gation faws was democratically elecred? Throughout Alabama all sorts of devious
methods are used to prevent Negroes from becoming registered voters, and there are
some counties in which, even though Negroes constityte a majority of the papula-
tion, nor a single Negro is registered. Can any law enacted under such circum-
stances be considered demacratically scrucrured?

Sometimes 2 law is just on its face and unjust in its application. For instance, |
have been arrested on a charge of parading without 2 permit. Now, there is nothing
wrong in having an ordinance which tequires a permic for a parade. But such an
ordinance becomes unjust when it is used to maintain segregation and to deny citj-
zens the First Amendment privilege of peaceful assembly and protest,

! hope you are able ro face the distinction | am trying to point out, In no sense
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do 1 advocare evading or defying the law, as would che rahid segregationist."l'hat
1d lead to anarchy. One who breaks an unjuse law must d.o 50 Qpenly, lovingly,
ch‘; with a willingness to accept the penalty. [ submit thar an individual who breaks
ariaw that conscience tells him is unjust and who willingly accepts the p{&n'aiql; of
iamprisnnment in order to arouse the conscien-:le of the communiry over its injustice,
o i ing the highest respect for law.
§ gfrzgzg:ﬁ::ses i:liuthinggiew abcI:ut this kind of civil disobedience. It was evi-
denced subli'mely in the refusal of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to obey the
laws of Nebuchadnezzar, on the ground that a higher rno.ra.l law was ar stake. It.was
practiced superbly by the early Christians, who were willing ] face hungry llf_‘JnS
and the excruciating pain of chopping blacks rather than ‘submlt to certain unjust
laws of the Roman Empire. To & degree, academic freefdom is a realiry today because
Socrates practiced civil disobedienge;ilm our own nation, the Boston Tea Party rep-
assive act of civil disobedience,
res\?;': esfx:uli:l never forget chat everything Adolf Hitler did in Germgfw wasl:‘legai"
and everything the Hungarian freedom fighters did in Hungary was “{llegal.” It wag
“illegal” to aid and comfort a Jew in Hitler's Germany. Bven so, I am sure that, ha
I lived in Germany at the time, [ would have aided and cor.nfort?d my Jewish broth-
ers. If today I lived in 2 Communist country where certain pnn‘n:lples dear o th'e
Christian faith are suppressed, [ would openly advocate disobeying that country's
ireligious laws.
an?::&ftmmake two honest confessions to you, my Christian and ]e:wis'h brot‘hers.
First, | must confess that over the past few years | have heen gravely d.r.sappmnted
with the white moderate. I have almost reached the regtettal?le conclusion ‘that Fh.e
Negro’s great stumbling block in his stride toward freedom is not the Wha‘te Cii-
zen’s Counciler? or the Ku Klux Klanner, but the white moderate, wh‘o is more
devoted to “order” chan to justice; who prefers a negative peace_whlch is the
absence of tension to = positive peace which is the presence of justice; w?‘m con-
stantly says: “l agree with you in the goal you seek, but I cannot agree Wilth your
methods of direcr action™; who paternalistically believes he can set the cimetable
for another man's freedom; who lives by a mythical concepr of time and who con-
stantly advises the Negro to wait for a “more convenient season.” Shallow UI:ldBI*
standing from people of pood will is more frustratin; than absolute misun-
derstanding from people of ill will. Lukewarm acceptance is much more bewildering
ight rejection.
th'ﬂa:sti:fsed :]hat the white moderate would understand that. law -am:l order exist
for the purpose of establishing justice and that when they fail in Fhls putpose they
become the dangerously scrucrured dams that block the flow of social progress. L had
hoped that the white moderate would understand that the present tension in tiju:
South is a necessary phase of the transition from an obnoxious negative peace, in
which che Negro passively accepted his unjust plight, to a substantive and positive
peace, in which all men will respect the dignity and worth of human personahqr.
Actually, we who engage in nonviclent direct action are not the creators of rension.
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We merely bring to the surface the hidden rension thar is already alive. We bring it
out in the open, where it can be seen and dealt with. Like a boil that can never be
cured so long as it is covered up but must be opened with all its ugliness to the
natural medicines of air and light, injustice must be exposed, with all the tension
its exposure creates, to the light of human conscience and the air of national opin-
ion before it can be cured.

[n your statement you assert that our actions, even though peaceful, must be con-
demned because they precipitate violence. Buc is this a logical assertion? Isn't this
like condemning a robbed man because his possession of money precipitated the
evil act of robbery? Isn't this like condemning Socrates becauss his unswerving
commitment to truth and his philosophical inquiries precipitated the act by the
misguided populace in which they made him drink hemlock? lsn't this like con-
demning Jesus because his unique Geod-consciousness and never-ceasing devotion
to God's will precipitated the evil act of crucifixion? We MUst come to see that, as
the federal courts have consistently affirmed, it is wrong to urge an individual ro
cease his efforts to gain his basic constitutional rights because the quest may precipi-
tate violence. Society must protect the robbed and punish the robber,

[ 'had also hoped that the white moderate would reject the myth concemning time
in relation to the struggle for freedom. 1 have just received a letter from a white
brother in Texas. He writes: “All Christians know that the colored people wil}
receive equal rights eventually, but it is possible that you are in too great a religious
hurry. It has taken Christianity almast two thousand years to accomplish what it
has. The teachings of Christ take time to come to earth.” Such an atritude stems
from a tragic misconception of time, from the strangely rational notion thar there
ts something in the very flow of time that will inevitably cure all ills. Actually, time
itself is meutral; it can be used eicher destructively or constructively. More and moge
[ feel that the people of ill will have used time much mare effectively than have the
people of good will. We will have to repent in this generation not merely for the
hateful words and actions of the bad people but for the appalling silence of the good
people. Human progress never rolls in on wheels of inevitabiliry; it comes through
the tireless efforts of men willing ta be co-warkers with God, and withour this hard
work, time itself becomes an ally of the forces of social stagnation. We must use
time creatively, in che knowledge thar the rime is always ripe to do right. Now s
the time to make real the promise of democracy and teansform our pending national
elegy into & creative psalm of brothethood. Now is the rime to lift our national
policy from the quicksand of racial injustice to the solid rock of human digniry.

You speak of our activity in Birmingham as extreme. At first I was rather disap-
pointed that fellow clergymen would see my nonviolent efforts as those of an,
extremist. [ began thinking about the fact that we stand in the middle of two oppos-
ing forces in the Negro community. One is a force of complacency, made up in part
of Negroes who, as a result of long years of oppression, are so drained of self-respect”
and a sense of “somebodiness” that they have adjusted to segregation; and in part
of a few middle class Negroes who, because of a degree of academic and economic
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security and because in some ways they profit by segregation, have become insensi-
tive to the problems of the masses. The other force is one of bitterness and hatred,
and it comes perilously close to advocating violence. It is expressed in the various
black nationalist groups thar are springing up across the nation, the largest and hest-
known being Elijah Muhammad’s Muslim movement.> Nourished by the Negro’s
frustration over the continued existence of racial discrimination, this movement is
made up of peaple who have lost faith in America, who bave absolutely repudiared
Christianity, and who have concluded that the white man is an incorrigible “devil.”

I have tried to stand between these nwo forces, saying that we need emulare nei-
ther the "do-nothingism” of the complacent nor the hatred and despair of the black
nationalist. For there is the more excellent way of love and nonviclent protest. [
am grateful o God that, through the influence of the Negro church, the way of
nonviclence became an integral part of our struggle,

If this philosophy had nat emerged, by now many streerts of the South would, 1
am convinced, be flowing with blood. And I am further convinced thar if our white
brothers dismiss as “rabble-rousers” and “outside agitators” those of us who employ
nonviolent direct action, and if they refuse to support our nenviolent efforts, mil-
lions of Negroes will, out of frustration and despair, seek sclace and security in
black-nationalist ideclogies—a development that would inevitably lead to a fright-
ening racial nighcmare.

Oppressed people cannot remain oppressed forever. The yearning for freedom
eventually manifests icself, and that is what has happened to the American Negro.
Someching within has reminded him of his birthright of freedom, and somerhing
without has reminded him that it can be gained. Consciously or uncensciously, he
has been caught up by the Zeitgeist, and with his black brothers of Africa and his
brown and yellow brothers of Asia, South America and the Caribbean, the United
States Negro is moving with a sense of great urgency toward the promised land of
racial justice. If one recognizes this vital urge that has engulfed the Negra commu-
nity, one should readily understand why public demonstrations are taking place.
The Negro has many pent-up resentments and latent frustrations, and he must
telease chem. Se let him march; let him make prayer pilgrimages to the city hall;
let him go on freedom rides—and try to understand why he must da so. If his
repressed emotions are not released in nonviclent ways, they will seek expression
through violence; this is not a threat but a fact of history, So I have not said to my
peaple: “Get rid of your discontent.” Rather, 1 have tried to say that this normal
and healthy discontent can be channeled into the creative outlet of nonviolent
direct action. And now this approach is being termed extremist.

But though [ was initially disappointed at being categorized as an extremist, as [
continued to think about the macrer 1 gradually gained a measure of sarisfaction
from the label. Was not Jesus an extremist for love: “Love your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good 1o them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully
use you, and persecute you.” Was not Amos an extremist for justice: “Let justice
toll down ike warers and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” Was not Paul



42 Mardn Luther King, Jr.

an extremist for the Christian gospel: “} bear in my body the marks of the Lord
Jesus." Was not Martin Luther an extremist: "Here | stand; I cannot do otherwise,
so help me Geod.” And John Bunyan: “I will stay in jail to the end of my days before
I make a butchery of my conscience,” And Abraham Lincoln: “This nation cannat
survive half slave and half free.” And Thomas Jeffersan: *We hald these truths o
be self-evident, that all men are creared equal. . ..” So the question is not whether
we will be extremists, but what kind of extremists will we be. Will we be extremists
for hate or for love? Will we be extremists for the preservation of injustice ar for the
extension of justice! In that dramatic scene on Calvary’s hill three men were cruci-
fied. We must never forger that all three were crucified for the same crime—the
crime of extremism, Two were extremists for immorality, and thus fell below their
environment. The other, Jesus Christ, was an extremist for love, eruth and goodness,
and thereby rose above his environmenc. Perhaps the South, the nation and the
world are in dire need of creative extremists.

U had hoped that the white moderate would see this need. Perhaps I was too opti-
mistic; perhaps [ expected too much. I suppose I should have realized that few mem-
bers of the oppressor race can understand the deep groans and passionare yearnings
of the oppressed race, and still fewer have the vision to see that injustice must be
raoted out by strong, persistent and determined action. 1 am thankfil, however,
thar some of our white brothers in the South have grasped the meening of this social
revolurion and committed themselves to ir. They are still voo few in quantity, but
they are big in quality. Some—such as Ralph McGill, Lilitan Smith, Harry Galden,
James McBride Dabbs, Ann Braden and Sarah Parron Boyle—have written about
our struggle in eloquent and prophetic rerms.’ Others have marched with us down
nameless streets of the South. They have languished in filthy, toach-infested jails,
suffering the abuse and brutality of policemen who view them as “dirty nigger lov-
ers.” Unlike so many of their moderate brothers and sisters, they have recognized
the urgency of the moment and sensed the need for powerful “action” antidores to
combat the disease of segregation.

Let me take note of my other major disappointment, [ have been so greatly disap-
peinted with the white church and its leadership. Of course, there are some notable
exceptions. [ am nor unmindful of the fact that each of you has taken some signifi-
cant stands on this issue. 1 commend you, Reverend Stallings, for your Christian
stand on this past Sunday, in welcoming Negroes to your worship service on a non-
segregated basis. I commend the Catholic leaders of this state for integrating Spring
Hill Cellege several years ago.’

But despite these notable exceptions, I must honestly reicerate that I have been
disappointed with the church. T do nor say this as one of those negarive critics who
can always find something wrong with the church. 1 say this as a minister of the
gospel, who loves the church; who was nurtured in its bosom; who has been sus-
tained by its spiricual blessings and who will remain true o it as lonig as the cord of
Rio shall lengthen.

When I was suddenly catapulied into the leadershig of the bus protest in Mont-
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gomery, Alabama, a few years ago, I felt we would be supported by the white church;
1 felt chat che white ministers, priests and rabbis of the South wol:ild be among our
strongest allies. Instead, some have been ocutright opponents, refusing to understand
the freedom movement and rmistepresenting its leadership; and too many others
have been more cautious than courageous and have remained silent behind the
anesthetizing security of stained-glass windows. .

In spite of my shattered dreams, [ came to Birmingham with the hope that the
white religious leadership of this community would see the justlcel of our cause and,
with deep moral concern, weuld serve as the channel through which our just griev-
ances could reach the power structure. | had hoped rhat each of you would under-
stand. But again | have been disappointed. ‘

| have heard numerous southern religious leaders admonish their worshipers to
cornply with a desegregation decision because it is the law, but I have longec! to hear
white ministers declare: “Follow this decree because integration is morally right and
because the Negro is your brother.” In the midst of blatant injustices inflicted upon
the Negro, I have watched whire churchmen stand on the sideline and mouth pious
irrelevancies and sancrimonious trivialities. In the midst of a mighty struggle to rid
our nation of racial and economic injustice, | have heard many ministers say:
“Those are social issues, with which the gospel has no real concern.” And I have
watched many churches commit themselves 1o @ completely otherworldly religion
which makes a strange, non-Biblical distinction between body and soul, berween
the sacred and the secular.

| bave traveled the length and breadch of Alabama, Mississippi and all the other
southern states, On sweltering summer days and crisp autumn mernings | have
locked ar the South’s beautiful churches with their lofty spires pointing heaven-
ward. | have beheld the impressive outlines of her massive religious-education build-
ings. Over and over 1 have found myself asking: *“What kind of people worship here?
Who is their God? Where were their voices when the lips of Governer [Ross] Bar-
nett dripped with words of interposition and nullification? Where were they when
Govemor [George] Wallace gave a clarion call for defiance and hacred? Whefe were
their voices of support when bruised and weary Negro men and women decided 1o
tise from the dark dungeons of complacency to the bright hills of creative protest?

Yes, these questions are still in my mind. In deep disappointment | have wept
over the laxity of the church, But be assured that my tears have been rears of love.
There can be no deep disappointment where there is not deep love. Yes, I love the
church. How could I do otherwise? [ am in the rather unique position of being the
son, the grandson and the great-grandson of preachers. Yes, 1 see the church as the
body of Christ. But, oh! How we have blemished and scarred that body through
social neglect and through fear of being nonconformists.

There was a time when the church was very powerful in the time when the early
Christians rejoiced at being deemed worthy to suffer for what they bcl{ieved. In

those days the church was not merely a thermomerter chat recorded the ideas and
principles of popular opinion; it was a thermostat that transformed the mores of
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sociery. Whenever the early Christians entered a town, the people in power became
disturbed and immediately sought to convict the Christians for being “disturbers of
the peace” and “outside agitators.” But the Christians pressed on, in the conviction
that they were “a colony of heaven,” called to obey God rather than man. Small
in number, they were big in commitment. They were too God-intoxicated to be
“astronomically intimidated.” By their efforr and example they brought an end to
such ancient evils as infanticide and gladiatorial concests.

Things are different now. So often rhe contemporary church is a weak, ineffec-
rual voice with an uncercain sound. So often it is an arch defender of the status
quo. Far from being disturbed by the presence of the church, the power structure of
the average communiry is consoled by the church’s silent and often even vocal sanc-
cion of things as chey are.

But the judgment of God is upon the church as never before. If today's church
does not recapture the sacrificial spirit of the early church, it will lose its authentic-
ity, forfeit the loyalty of millions, and be dismissed as an jcelevant social club with
no meaning for the twentieth century. Every day I meer young people whose disap-
pointment with the church has turmed into putright disguse.

Perhaps I have once again been too optimistic. Is organized religion too inextrica-
bty bound ta the status quo to save our nation and the world? Perhaps 1 must tum
my faith 1o the inner spiritual church, the church within the church, as the true
ecclesia and the hope of the world. But again [ am thankful to God that some noble
souls from the ranks of organized religion have broken loose from the paralyzing
chains of conformity and joined us as active partners in the struggle for freedom.
They have left their secure congregations and walked the streets of Albany, Gear-
gia, with us. They have gone down the highways of the South on tortucus rides for
freedom. Yes, they have gone to jail with us. Some have been dismissed from their
churches, have fost the support of their bishops and fetlow ministers. But they have
acted in the faith that right defeared is stronger than evil erivmphant. Their witness
has been the spiritual salt char has preserved the true meaning of the gospel in these
troubled times, They have carved a runnel of hope through the dark mountain of
disappointment.

I hope the church as a whole will meet the challenge of this decisive hoyr, But
even if the church does not come to the aid of justice, I have no despair about the
future, 1 have no fear about the outcome of aur struggle in Birmingham, even if
our motives are at present misunderstood. We will reach the goal of freedom in
Birmingham, and all over the nation, because the goal of America is freedom.
Abused and scomed though we may be, our destiny is tied up with America's des-
tiny, Before the pilgrims landed at Plymouth, we wete here. Before the pen of Jeffer-
son etched the majestic words of the Declararion of Independence across the pages
of history, we were here. For more than two cettturies our forbears [ahored in this
country without wages; they made corton king; they built the homes of their mas-
ters while suffering gross injustice and shameful humiliation—and yet out of a bot-
tomless vitality they continued to thrive and develop. If the inexpressible cruelties
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of slavery could not stop us, the apposition we now face will surely fail. Wfa will win
our freedom because the sacred heritage of our nation and the etemal will of God
are emnbodied in our echoing demands.

Before closing I feel impelled o mention one other peint in your staterment that
has troubled me profoundly. You warmly commended the Birmingham police force
for keeping *order” and “preventing violence.” I doubt that ylou‘wouid bave $0
warmnly commended the police foree if you had seen its dogs ?mkmg their teeth
into unarmed, nonviclent Negroes. I doubt that you would so quickly commend the
policemen if you were to observe their ugly and inhumane treatment of Negroes
here in the city jail; if you were to watch them push and curse old Negro women
and young Nepro girls; if you were to see them s‘lap and kick cl'd Nepro men a‘nd
young boys; if you were to observe them, as they did on two occasions, teﬁ.:selto give
us food because we wanted to sing our grace together. | cannot join you in your

ise of the Birmingharn police department.

P’?‘i:f‘:s teue chat thf policz have exercised a degree of discipline in handling th::I
demonstrators. In this sense they have conducted themselves rather “non\:'iolcntly

in public. But for what purpose? To preserve the evil system of segregation. Over
the past few years 1 have consistently preached that nonviolence demands that the
means we use must be as pure as the ends we seek. | have tried to make clear that
it is wrong to use immoral means to attain moral ends. But now [ must afﬁm thac
it is just as wrong, or perhaps even more 50, to use moral means to preserve Lmlmoral
ends. Perhaps Mr. [Eugene] Connor and his policemen have been racher nonviolent
in public, as was Chief Pritchett in Albany, Georgia but they hav‘:: u.s‘ed the moral
means of nonviolence to maintain the immoral end of racial injustice. As T. 8,
Eliot has said: “The last temptation is the greatest treason: To do the right deed for
the wrong reasorn.” ‘

! wish you had commended the Negro sit-inners and dcmonstratc'ns of E?lr-
mingham for their sublime courage, their willingness to suffer anc? their amazing
discipline in the midst of great provocation. One day the South will recognize its
real heroes. They will be cthe James Merediths, with the noble sense of purpose‘that
enables them to face jeering and hostile mobs, and with the agonizing loneliness
that characterizes the life of the pioneer.? They will be old, oppressed, bartered
Negro women, symbolized in a seventy-two-year-old woman in Molntgomer‘,r, A‘la~
bama, who rose up with a sense of dignity and with her people deu'ded not to ride
segregated buses, and who responded with ungrammatical profundity '.:rD one wl}o
inquired about her weariness: “My feets is vired, bur my soul 15 at rest. They will
be the young high school and college students, the young ministers of the gospel
and a host of their elders, courageously and nonviclently sitting in at iuncljl count-
ers and willingly going to jail for conscience’s sake. One day the South will know
that when these disinherited children of God sat down at lunch counters, they were
in reality standing up for what is best in the American dream and for the most
sacred values in our Judaeo-Christian heritage, thereby bringing our nation back to
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those preat wells of democracy which were dug deep by the founding fathers in their
formulation of the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence,

Never before have I written 50 long a letter, I'm afraid it s tnuch toa long to rake
YORL precious time. [ can assure you thag it would have been much shorter if | had
been writing from a comfortable desk, but what else can one do when he is alone
in a narrow jail cell, other than write long Jetrers, think long thoughts and pray
long peayers?

If T have said anything in this letrer thar overstates the truth and indicares an
unteasonable impatience, | beg you to forgive me. If I have said anything char
understates the truth and indicates my having a patience that allows me to sertle
for anything less than brotherhood, | beg God to forgive me.

soon make it possibie for me to meer each of you, nor as an integrationist or a civil
rights leader but as a fellow clergyman and a Christian brother. Let us all hope
that the dack clouds of racia] prejudice will soon pass away and the deep fog of
misunderstanding will be lifred from our fear-drenched communities, and in some
not too distant tomorrow the radiane stars of love and brotherhood will shine over
our great nation with all their scintillating beaury.

Yours for the cause of Feace and
Brotherhood,
Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Chapter Twe

Malcolm X

Bom Malco[r.n Little on May 19, 1975, in Omaha, Nebraska, ro Louisg Little, fra
the! Westl Indies, and Earl Little, 2 Baptise preacher and a member of I'VIach:usI G -
vey's Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA), a5 a child Malc ] a;
faced racist terror and isolation. The Ku Klux Klan burned 'down his famil ’sohm
and were susp.ected in his father's murder, Upon his mother's inst:itutiorlz?[izagias:lE
l1;\?«1*1{.31:»5: agencies separated him and his siblings, placing them inro various whitf.:
oster homes, Young Malcolm’s aspirations to become 3 lawyer were ridiculed and
discouraged by racist teachers and schoeling, e

As black militanicy rose with World War 11, Malcolm Little, the young adule
bec.an.le part of hipster and Bangster culture, zoor suiting, “conk,ing” his hfi . d
avoiding fc_:;'mal wage lahor whenaver possible. In 1943, he worked 4 train be;\zsn

: hustling, dry i impi

igamhlmg. Il:l 1946, apprehended in Boston for burglaryg,’he sﬁrf:sg:i'dp\;ﬁﬁ?ft’ ::—:"
;nce. In. hl,f autobiography, he reflects, “T believe thae Allah was with me even
then, I didn't &y ro shoot him [the artesting officer] and that saved my [if "t H
was tried and convicted with hig friends, “Shorty" and rwo upper—m)i'ddie;-cl .
white women, the lacter of whom received lesser bajl and shortet sentences Boati;j
Men were sentenced to ten years in the Charlestown Sea i -

and Fhe Nation of Islam (NOI) and adopted the discj
Reading whatever books were available to him, writing letters regularly, and lead in

thel c?ebafe team, he trained as an oraror and thetorician and began dévelﬂ in 1'1'g
political ideology and praxis. In 1952, the NOJ gave him the surname *x» tg re?leclz
the fact thar his African name remained unknown, The political and intellecrya]
changes thar Malcalm X underwent in prison suggest that the attraction ro the NOI
was both religious and politicals the Nation of Islam provided 4 vehicle for spirirual.

pline and praciices of [slam,
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ity while providing a mechanism for addressing black repression and humiliation
under white supremacy.

Released from prison in 1954, the year of the Supreme Court school desegrega-
tion ruling, Brown v Board of Education, Malcolm X worked as a furniture salesman
and auto-assernblyman, and immediately began speaking as a minister in temples
across the countey. He founded Muhammad Speaks, the NOI newspaper, and led or
participated in rallies confronting local police brutality and racism. He martied
Betty Sanders (Betty Shabazz) in 1958, and farhered four daughters. In the 1960s,
his stature as a national NOI leader grew as he offered public support for the civil
rights movement and milicancy, with sit-ins and the 1960 formation of the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). Malcolm X frequently criticized
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s pacifism, and offered support to SNCC radicals. He also
supported the independence movements and revolutionary liberation struggles to
decolonize Africa.

His growing leadership soon posed a threar to Elijzh Muhammad. When Mal-
colm X learned that the NOI's spiritual and moral leader had fathered multiple
children by former secretaries and young women, tensions grew between the rwo
men and within the organization, In 1963 Elijah Muhammad silenced him for his
public comment describing the assassination of John E. Kenriedy as “chickens com-
ing home to raost”—rteferencing Kennedy's support for assassinations of socialist
leaders such as Cuba's Fidel Castro and the Congo's Patrice Lumumba. On March
8, 1964, Malcolm X announced his resignation from the Nation of Islam and
formed the Muslim Mosque, Inc., a new Islamic movement, seeking ro build a2
broader base by working with civil rights leaders. Also in 1964, he made Hajj and
took the name El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz. On the wip to Mecca, he visited Beirut
and several African nations, meeting with anticolonialist leaders (including Kwame
Nkrumah, Ghana's first president). Artempting to foster support for the unity of
national liberation struggles of African and “Afro-American” peoples, he founded
the Organization of Afro-American Unity (OAAL). These internarional travels
and political meetings likely exposed him to the attention of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency (C1A}. Upon returning ro the United States, for the following
months, Malik El-Shabazz worked with SNOC and Farmie Lou Hamer; visited Mar-
tin Luther King, )r., when King was jailed in Selma, Alabama; and spoke tirelessly
against racist injustice, as well as capitalism and imperialism. Malcolm X was assassi-
nated in February 1965, by men associated wirh the Nation of Islam, after months
of death threats, surveillance by the Federal Bureau of [nvestigation (FBI}, and the
frebombing of his home (allegedly by membees of the Nation of Islam).
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The Ballot or the Bullet (Abridged)

April 3, 1964

Mr. Moderator, Brother [Louis E.] Lomax, brothers and sisters, friends and enemies:
| just can't believe everyone in here is a friend and 1 don’t want to leave anybody
out. The question tonight, as | understand i, is “The Negro Revole, and Where Do
We Go From Here? or “What Next?” In my little humble way of understanding it
it points toward either the ballot or the bullet,

Before we try and explain what is meant by the ballot or the builet, I would like
v clarify something concerning myself. I'm still 2 Muslim, my religion is still Islam,
That's my personal belief. Just as Adam Clayton Powell is a Christian minister who
heads the Abyssinian Baptist Church in New York, but ar the same titne takes part
in the political struggles to try and bring about rights to the black people in this
country; and Dr. Martin Luther King is a Christian minister down in Arlanta, Geor-
gia, who heads another organization fighting for the civil rights of black people in
this country; and Rev. [Milton] Galamison, 1 guess you've heard of him, is another
Christian minister in New York who has been deeply involved in the school boy-
cotts to eliminate segregated educarion; well, | myself am a minister, not a Christian
minister, but a Muslim minister: and [ believe in action on all fronts by whatever
MEans nECESSarY- .

Alchough I'm still a Muslim, Pm not here tonight to discuss my religion. I'm not
here 10 try and change your religion. I'm not here o argue or discuss anything that
we differ about, because it's time for us ©o submerpe our differences and realize that -
it is best for us to first see that we have the same problem, a common problem, a
problem that will make you carch hell whether you're a Baptist, ar a Methaodist, or
a Muslim, or a nationalist. Whether vou're educated or illiterate, whether you live
on the boulevard or in the alley, you're going to carch hell just like T am, We're all
in the same boat and we all are going ta catch the same hell from the same man.
He just happens to be a white man. All of us have suffeced hete, in this country,
political oppression at the hands of the white man, econamic exploitation ac the
hands of the white man, and social degradation at the hands of the white man,

Now in speaking like this, it doesn’t mean that we're anti-white, but it does mean
we're anti-exploitation, we're anti-degradation, we're anti-oppression. And if the
white man doesn't want us to be anti-him, let him stop oppressing and exploiting
and degrading us. Whether we are Christians or Muslims or nationalists ot agnostics
or atheists, we must first learn to forget our differences. If we have differences, let us
differ in the closet; when we come out in front, let us not have anything to argue
abour until we get finished arguing with the man. If the late President [john F]
Kennedy could get together with [N ikira] Khrushchev and exchange some wheat,
we certainly have more in common with each other than Kennedy and Khrushchev

had with each other.
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If we don't do something real soon, I think you'll have 1o agree chat we're going
to be forced either to yse the ballot ar the buflet. It's one or the other in 1964. 1¢
isn't thar rime s tunning our—time has run ou! 1964 threatens to be the most
explosive year America has ever wimessed. The most explosive year, Why? It's also
a political year. It's the vear when all of the whire politicians will be hack in the
so-called Negro tommunity jiving you and me for some votes. The year when all of
the white polirical crooks will be right back i your and my community with their
false promises, building up our hopes for a letdown, with their trickery and their
treachery, with their falss promises which they don't intend 1o keep. As they nour.
i » it can only lead to one thing, an explosion; and now we
have the type of black man on the scene in America today—I'm sorry, Brother

Lomax—who just doesn'e intend to turn the other cheek any longer.

Don't tet anybody tell you anything aboyr “the odds are against you.” If chey
draft you, they send you to Kores and make you face 800 mllion Chinese, If you
can be brave over there, you can be brave right here. These odds aren’t a5 great ag
those odds. And if you fight here, you will ar least know what you're fighting for.

I'mnot a politician, nor even a student of politics; in fact, I'm not 2 student of
much of anything, I'm nor 2 Democrat, I'm not 2 Republican, and | don’t even
consider myself an American. If you and 1 were Americans, there'd be no problem.
Those Hunkies that just got off the hoae, they’re already Americans; Polacks are
already Americans; the Italian refugees are already Americans, Everything thar
came our of Europe, every blue-eyed thing, is already an American. Apnd as long as
youand I have been over here, we aren't Americans yet,

Well, I am one who doesn't believe in detudin
Your table and watch You eat, with nothing op my plate, and cal] myself a diner,
Sitring at the table doesn’r make you a diner, unless You eat some of what's on thar
plate. Being here in America doesn't make you an American. Being born here in
America doesn't male you an Americarn, Why, if birth made you American,
wouldn’t need any legislation, you wauldn’t need any amendments to the Constitu-
tion, you wouldn't be faced with civil-rights filibustering in Washington, D.C,, righs

g myself. Pm noe going o sir at

of demacracy, nothing bue disguised hypacrisy. So, I'm nor standing he
tO YOu as an American, or a patrior, or a flag-saluter, or 5 flag-waver-—no, not I Pm
speaking as a victim of this American system. And | see America through the ayes
of the vicrim. I don't see any American dream; [ see an American nightmare,
These 22 million vicrims are waking up. Their €yes are coming open. They're
beginning o see what they ysed o only look ar, They're becoming politically
mature. They are realizing that there are new polirical wrends from coas; 10 coast,
As they see these new political trends, i¢'s possible for them

re speaking
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i Island, in Minnesota, and in many other pares of the
was he 5;“;3 “&3: s?rnReh;fteh S[]ltill--luﬂ Kennedy and [Richard] Nixon when they ra.n
countrY-d t. It was so clese they had to count all over again.! Well, what does this
for pri??-S[l TI?EE;DS that when white people are evenly divided, and black peaple E.mvfre
?E?i otf votes of their own, it is left up to them 1o determine who's going to sit in

i s going to be in the dog house,
e thli;gi Elii?cj::n?s’k:;:egthaf put the present administrarion [of Lyndon Baines
] 1-{;:'1::] in Washington, D.C. Your vore, your dumb vore, your ignorant vote, your
. ted vote put in an adminiscration in Washington, D.C,, that hfxs seen fit to pass
- kind of legislarion imaginable, saving you unil last, then ﬂhbusterm_g on top
e;etlira: And your and my leaders have the audacity to run around clapping ‘thelr
gand.s a;nc[ talk about how much progress we're making, And vlvhat a gc!od premgegt
we have. If he wasn't good in Texas, he sure can't be goodl in \}‘ir'as.hmgtél:wir;ti C.
Because Texas is a lynch state. It is in the same breath as Mws:sgppm,i 1o ¢ ?m'ﬁ;
only they lynch you in Texas with  Texas accent and lynch you in MlS&lSﬁlpﬂl lx:r;
a Mississippi accent. And these Negro leaders have the aUdaClr}I to gE an b ;lr:
some coffee in the White House with a Texan, a Soufherrt crac er—I-Jt at’s ? ;
is—and then come out and teil you and me that he’s going to be Sette; or U
because, since he's from the South, he knows how to deal wtth. rllue‘ O'mi:, emeri.
What kind of logic is thar? Let [Senator James O.] Eastland [D—Mlsms.mpp:l!l e plr;s
dent, he’s from the South too. He should be berter able to deal with them than
JOI.Ian?l'rnli.s present administration they have in the House of Representatives 257
Democrats to only 177 Republicans. They contro! two-thicds of the HouEe vn;:é
Why can't they pass something that will help you and me! In l:he:- Senla:te, L ;.-rt; are
sixty-seven senators who are of the Democtatic Party. Only thicey-o ret:i o em
are Republicans. Why, the Democrats have got the gavernment sewz:_ uf?, gnd
you're the one who sewed it up for them. And what l:na.ve _thcy gwe:t} you for ic?
ears in office, and just now getting around to some cw}i—ngh:s: legislarion. ]uslil nc;w.
ther everything else is gone, out of the way, they're going to sit down ncf;.vﬁa;‘nb ! i ;:,r
with you all summer long—the same old giant con game that Ehe',r call fli - Ots.
All those are in cahoots together. Don’t you ever t.hmk tl-'uw re anE in E? 0 -
togecher, for the man thar is heading the civil-rights ﬁ%lbuster isa man omh eosi :
named Richard Russell. When Johnson becam:a p.remilient, th,e firse mal_r: ;]: a ke
far when he got back to Washingron, D.C., was ‘chk;: —--Eh'c'l-.l: 5 hic:w nigd t E}; me.
That's his boy, that's his pal, that's his buddy. But' they re playing that :h cozegr mé
One of them makes believe he's for }rm[i, amcil1 _he s got it fixed whete the ot
i i i to keep his promise.
: sgotifztt?iﬂiit fgg:} 2; r\:;‘l?f: 1}:11;5 And wpherl you see them coming up with that
kind of conspiracy, let them know your eyes are open. And let thf:n'i1 krg:\;rl Y:::Ill fg!i::
something else that's wide open too. It’s got to be:- the. ballot or t eh ul c;a . The
ballot or the bullet. If you're afiaid to use an expression like that, you shou bgekc?n
out of the country, you should get back in the cotton patch, you should get back i
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the afley. They ger ali the Negro vote, and after they get it, the Negro gers nothing
int return, All they did when they got to Washington was give a few big Negroes big
jobs. Those big Negroes didn't need big jobs, they already had jobs. Thar's camoy.
flage, that's trickery, that's tezachery, window-dressing. I'm not trying to knock our
the Democrats for the Republicans, we'll get to them in a minure, But it is true—
you put the Democeats first and the Democeats put you last.

Lock at it the way it is. What alibis do they use, since they control Congress and
the Senare? What alibi do they use when you and 1 ask, “Well, when are you going

to keep your promise?”’ They blame the Dixiecrats. What is a Dixtecrat? A Demo-
crat. A Dixiecrar is nothing but a Democrat in disguise. The titular head of the |
Democrats is also the head of the Dixiecrass, because the Dixiecrars are a part of
the Democratic Party. The Democrats have never kicked the Dixiecrats aut of the °

party. The Dixiecrats bolted themselves once, but the Democrats didn't put them
out. Imagine, these lowdown Southern segregationists put the Northern Democrags
down. But the Northern Democrats have never put the Dixiecrats down, No, look
at thae thing the way it is, They have got a con game going on, a political con game,
and you and [ are in the middle, It's time for you and me to wake up and start
looking at it like it is, and oying to understand it like it is; and then we can deal
with it like it is.

The Dixiecrars in Washington, D.C., control the key committees that run the
government. The only reason the Dixiecrars contrel these committees is because
they have seniority, The only reason they have seniority is because they come from
states where Negroes can't vote. This is not even a government thae's based o
democracy. It is not a government that is made up of Tepresentatives of the people,
Half of the people in the South can’t even vote. Eastland is not even supposed to
be in Washington. Half of the senators and congressmen who oecupy these key
pasitions in Washingron, D.C., are there illegally, are there unconstitutionally,

I was in Washington, D.C., a week ago Thursday, when they were debating
whether or not they should let the bill come onto the floor, And in the back of the
room where the Senate meets, there's a huge map of the United States, and on that
map it shows the location of Negroes throughout the country. And it shows thar
the Southern secrion of the country, the states that are most heavily concentrated
with Negroes, are the ones thar have senators and congressmen standing up filibug-
tering and doing all other kinds of trickery to keep the Negro from being able to
vote. This is pitiful. Bur it's not pitiful for us any longer; it’s actually piriful for the
white man, because soon niow, as the Negro awakens 2 lirtle more and sees the vise
that he's in, sees the bag that he’s in, sees the real game that he's in, then the
Negro's going ro develop a new tacric,

These senators and congressmen actually violate the constitutional amnendtents
that guarantee the people of thar particular stare or county the right to vote. And
the Constitution itself has within it the machinery to expel any representative from
a state where the voting rights of the people are violated. You don’t even need new
legistation. Any person in Congress right now, who is there from a state or a district
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where the voting rights of che people ace violated, that par'l:icular person should be
expelled from Congress. And when you expel l'fim,.you.ve re'.ml:wed one of the
obstacles in the path of any real meaningful leg}slatlon in this cm{ﬁtlzy. lnlfa?&
when you expel them, you don't need new ieg.islaitlon, because they will be rep act:h
by black representatives {rom counties and districts where the black man is in the
jcri ¢ in rhe minority. ‘
malli? trl;tgi:ll-;ock man in these térouthtz:m states had his full voting‘rights, the key Dixie-
crats in Washington, D.C., which means the key Democrats in Washmgton, D(L;ci
would lose their seats. The Democratic Party itself would lose its power. It v.lroub
cease to be powerful as a party. When you see the amount of power that wou ;l &
last by the Democratic Party if it were to lose the Dixiecrat wing, or b'ranl:: , ot
element, you can see where it's against the interests of the Df:mocrats to give votmj
righrs to Negroes in stares where the Democ:rat’s have been in cumplete.pl_?wer ELE
authority ever since the Civil War. You just can’t belong to that Party withour ana-
lvzllr;i‘,:ts.again, I'm not anti-Democrat, 'm not anti-Republican, I'm nol_ll: an;—ar,w—
thing. I'm just questioning their sincerity, and some of the swategy tl at e&; ve
been using on our people by promising them promls.es that .they dcm‘t inten to
keep. When you keep the Democrats in power, you're keeping the Dixiecrats in
power. | doubrt chat my good Brother Lomax will dt;:ny‘that. A vote for a Democrat
is a vote for a Dixiecrat. That's why, in 1964, it’s time now far you andr me to
become more politically maeure and realize what the ballot is for; wha‘t Wwe're sup-
posed to get when we cast a ballot; and that if we don’t cast a bal,lot.b it's gog&gﬂto
end up in a situation where we're going to have to cast a bullet. It’s either a balflot
> Ianb:lie‘:lﬂorth, they do it a different way. They have a system that's known 's;s
gerrymandering, whatever that means. It means when Negroes ]:sec?cnlme too heav;l Y
concentrated in & certain area, and begin to gain too much leltli:lE‘Ll power, the
white man comes along and changes the district lines. You may say, V(f'hv do you
keep saying white man?’ Because it's the white man who does it. I' havicr: t T:Et s;:r—:n
any Negro changing any lines. They don’t [er him get near the line. It's the w uz
man who does this. And usually, it’s the white man v'vho gring at you the. rmt:ﬁt, Zn
pats you on the back, and is supposed to be your friend. He may be friendly, but
! iend. ‘
h"—‘;;:l ?»:}E:ulr’r{: trying to impress upon you, in essence, is thisi You and ! in America
are faced not with a segregationist conspiracy, we're faced with a governrent con-
spiracy. Everyone who's filibustering is a senator—that's the Igcwe:rnrrmnt. Everonne
who's finagling in Washington, D.C., is a congressman-—that’s the govemment.F t:clzru
don’t have anybody putting blocks in your pach but people who are a patt © dj:a
government, The same government that you go abroad to ﬁgl?t for_ and die fo_r is the
government that is in a conspitacy to deprive you of your voting rights, dfsprwe vm;
of your economic opportunities, deprive you of decent hous‘m‘g, deprive you o
decent education. You don't need to go to the employer alone, it is the government
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itself, the government of America, chat is responsible for the oppression and exploi-
tation and degradation of black people in this country. And you should drop it in
their lap. This governmenc has failed the Negro. This so-called democracy has failed
the Negro. And all these white liberals have definitely failed che Negro.

So, where do we go from here? First, we need some friends. We need some new
allies. The entire civil-righcs struggle needs a new interpretation, a broader inter-
pretation. We need ta look ar this civit-rights thing from another anple—from the
inside as well as from the outside. To those of us whose philosophy is black national-
ism, the only way you can ger involved in the civil-rights struggle is to give it a new
interpretation. That old interpretation excluded us. [t kept us out. So, we're giving
a new Interpretation to the civil-rights struggle, an interpretation that will enable
us to come into ir, take part in it. And these handkerchief-heads who have been
diliydallying and pussyfooting and compromising—we don't intend to let them
pussyfoor and dillydally and compromise any lonper.

How can you thank a man for giving you what's already yours? How then can
you thank him for giving you only part of what's already yours? You haven't even
made progress if what's being given to you, you should have had aleeady. That's not
progress. And I love my Brother Lomax, the way he pointed out we're right back
where we were in 1954, We're noc even as far up as we were in 1954. We're behind
where we were in 1954. There’s more segregation now than there was in 1954,
There's more racial animosity, more racial hatred, more racial violence today in
1964, than there was in 1954. Where is the progress?

And now you're facing a siruation where the young Negro's coming up. They
don'’t want 1o hear thar “wn-the-other-cheek™ stuff, no. In Jacksonville, those were
teenagers, they were throwing Molotov cocktails.? Negroes have never done rhar
before. Bur it shows you there's a new deal coming in. There’s new thinking coming
in. There’s new strategy coming in. It'll be Molotoy cockeails this month, hand
grenades next monch, and somerhing else next month. Il be ballots, or it'll be
bullecs. It be libecty, or it will be death. The only difference abour this kind of
death—ir’ll be reciprocal. You know whar is meant by “reciprocal”? That's one of
Brother Lomax's words, I stole it from him, I don'r usually deal with those big words
because I don't usually deal wich big people. I deal with small people. 1 find you can
get a whole lot of small people and whip hell out of a whole lot of big people. They
haven't got anything to lose, and they've got every thing to gain. And they'll let
you know in a minute: “It takes two to tango; when [ go, you go.”

The black nationalists, those whose philosaphy is black nationalism, in bringing
about this new interpretation of the entire meaning of civil rights, look upon it as
meaning, as Brother Lomax has pointed out, equality of opporrunity. Well, we're
justified in seeking civil rights, if it means equaliry of opportunity, because all we're
doing there is trying ta collect for aur investment. Out mothers and fathers invested
sweat and blood. Three hundred and ren vears we worked in this country withour a
dime in return—1I mean without a dime in return. You let the white man walk
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around here talking about how rich this country is, but you never stop to think how
it got rich so quick. It got rich because you made it rich. .

You take the people who are in this audience right now. They're poor, we're ajl
poor as individuals. Our weekly salary individually amounts to hardly anything. Bue
if you take the salary of everyone in here collectively it'll Al up a whole lQ‘t of
baskets. It's a lov of wealth. If you can collect the wages of just thes.e people n_ghc
here for a year, you'll be rich—richer than rich. When you look at it like thac, think
how rich Uncle Sam had to become, not with this handful, but millions of black
pecple. Your and my mother and facher, who didn't work an eight-hour shift, bur
worked from “can’t see” in the moming until “can’t see” at night, and worked for
nothing, making the white man rich, making Uncle Sam rich. ' .

This is our investment. This is our contribution—our blood. Not only did we give
of our free labor, we gave of our blood. Every time he had a call to arms, we were
the first ones in uniform. We died on every battlefield the white man had. We have
made a greater sacrifice than anybody who's standing up in America today. We have
made a greater contribution and have collected less. Civil rights, for those .of' us
whose philosophy is black nationalism, means: "Give it to us now. Don’t wait for
next year. Give it to us vesterday, and that's not fast enough.” ‘

I might stop right here to point out one thing. Whenever you’rle going after some-
thing that belongs to you, anyone who's depriving you of the right 1o ha\atc itisa
criminal. Understand that. Whenever you are going after something that is yours,
you are within your legal rights to lay claim to it. And anyone wha puts rfc:rl:h any
effort to deprive you of that which is yours, is breaking the law, is a criminal. fj’md
this was pointed out by the Supreme Court decision. It outlawed segregation.
Which means segregation is against the law. Which meansa segregal:ionist. is break-
ing the law. A segregationist is a criminal. You can’t label him as anything Gt.hl.’:l'
than that. And when you demonstrate against segregation, the law is on your side.
The Supreme Court is on your side.

Now, who is it that opposes you in catrying out the law? The police depm@ent
itself. With police dogs and clubs. Whenever you demonstrate against segregation,
whether it is sepregated education, segregated housing, or anything else, the law is
on your side, and anyone who stands in the way is not the law any longer. They are
breaking the law, they are not representatives of the law. Any time you demcf'l.stmte
against segregation and a man has the audacity to pur a palice d(}g. on you, kill that
dog, kill him, I'm telling you, kill that dog. I say it, if they put me in Ja.ul tomorrw:r.
kill thar dog. Then you'lt put a stop to it. Now, if these white people in here dc’n t
want to see that kind of acrion, get down and tell the mayor to tell the police
department to pull the dogs in. That’s all you have to do. If you don't do it, someone
else will.

If you don’t take this kind of stand, your little children will grow up and .Iook at
you and think “shame.” If you don’t take an uncompromising stand——--l. don't mean
Eo out and get violent; bur at the same time you should never be nonviolent .unless
you run into some nonviolence. I'm nonviolent with those who are nonviolent
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with me. But when you drop that violence on me, then you've made me g0 insane,
and I'm not responsible for what 1 do, And that's the way every Negro should ger,

Any time you know you're within rthe law, within your legal hts, within your
Bal tig ¥

mora! rights, in accord wigh justice, then die for what you believe in. But don't die
alone. Let your dying be reciprocal. This is what is meanc by equality. What's good
for the goose is good for the gander.

en we begin to get in rhis area, we need new friends, we need new allies. We
need o expand the civil-rights struggle to o higher level—to the level of human
rights. Whenever you are in o <ivil-rights struggle, whether you kniow it or not, you
are confining yourself to the jurisdiction of Unele Sapp, No one from the cutside

Civil rights comes within the domestic affairs of this country. All of our African
brothers and our Asian brothers and qur Latin-American brothers cannot open
their mouths and interfere in the domestic affairs of the United States. And as long
as it’s civil rights, this comes under the jurisdicrion of Uncle Sam.

But the United Nations [UN] has whar's known 25 the charter of human rights,
ichas a commitree hat deals in human rights. You may wonder why all of the atroc.
itfes that have been committed in Africa and in Hungary end in Asia and in Latin
America are brought beforg the UN, and the Negro problem is never brought hefore
the UN. This is part of the conspiracy. This old, tricky, blue-eyed liberal who is
supposed to be your and my friend, supposed to be in our corner; supposed to be
subsidizing our sttuggle, and supposed to be acting in the capacity of an adviser,
never tells you anything aboys human rights. They keep you wrapped up in civil
rights. And you spend so much time barking up the civil-rights tree you don’t even
know there’s 2 hutnan-righes tree on the same floor.

When you expand the civil-rights struggle to the level of human rights, you can
then take the case of the black man in this courttry before the nations in the UN,
You can take it before che General Assembly.? Yoy can rake Uncle Sam before 2
world court, Bur the only level you can do it on is the level of human righes. Civil
rights keeps you under his eestrictions, under his jurisdiction, Civil rights keeps you
in his pocket. Civil rights means you're asking Uncle Sam o treat you right, Human
rights are some th ing you were born with. Human rights are your God given rights.
Human rights are the rights that are recognized by all nations of this earth. And

Uncle Sam'’s hands are dripping with hiced, dripping with the blood of the black
man in this country. He's the earth'’s number-one hypocrite, He has the audaciry——
yes, he has—imagine him posing as the leader of the free wortld, The fres world!
And you over here singing “We Shall Overcome.” Expand the civil-rights struggle
to the fevel of human rights, take it into the United Nations, where our African
brothers can throw their weight on our side, where our Asian brothers can throw
their weight on our side, where oyr Latin-American brothers can throw their weight

on our side, and where 800 million Chinamen are sitting there waiting to throw
their weight on our side,
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Let the world know how bloody his hands are. Let the world know the hypocrisy

. -that's practiced over here. Let it be the ballot or the bullet. Ler him know that it

the ballot ar the bullet. , o o
muﬁ:n you take your case to Washington, D.C., you're taking it to the criminal

~ who's responsible; it's like running from the woif to the fox. They're all in cahoors
¥

togecher. They all work political chicanery and make you logk like a chump before
es of the world. Here you are walking around in America, getting ready 1o be
:il;:ffgd and sent abroad, like a rin soldier, and w.hen you get over there, p}fopl:e ;;Isk
you what are you fighting for, and you have to stick your tongue in your cheek, No,
take Uncle Sam to court, take him before the world. . L y
By ballot I only mean freedom. Don't you know—I disagree wi n;la;; ori 3 zl:
tssue—that the ballot is more important than the dolltar? Can | prove it! Yes. Loo
in the UN. There are poor nations in the UN, yet tl?ose poor natl?ns can get
together with their voting power and keep the rich nations from msé mlg a m[fve.
They have one nation—one vote, everyone has an eqx{a[ vote. And w J;:n thﬂs'e
brothers from Asia and Africa and the darker parts of th.ts ‘earth get together, t dflr
voting power is sufficient o hold Sam in check. O Ij‘\usma in check. Or some other
section of the earth in check. So, the ballot is most important, ' "
Right now, in this country, if you and I, 22 miltion Af{-'ncan-Am('erlcanch;ai: 5
what we are—Africans who are in America. You're nothing ‘but f«:\.&lcans. Nothing
but Afticans. In fact, you'd get farther calling yoursglf African instead ::thegm.
Africans don’t catch hell. You're the only one carching hell. They don v have o
pass civil-rights bills for Africans. An African can £0 anywhere he wants right now.
All you've got to do is tie your head up. That's right, go anywhe;re 3;;31.1 want.}_lust
stop being a Negro. Change your name to Hoogagagooba.l Thatfll show glu'u aw
silly the whire man is. You're dealing with a silty man. A fnf:nd of mine wf 0's \I:ery
dark put a turban on his head and went into a restaurant in Atlanca befare they
called themselves desegregared. HMe went into a whire restauranF, he sa::l ldt:nwrz. they
served him, and he said, *“What would happen if a Negro came in here? And Fhere
he’s sitting, black as night, but because he had his heaq wrapped up th? “}'futreis
looked back at him and says, “Why, there wouldn't no nigger dare come in ere!.].
So, you're dealing with a man whose bias and prejudice are making him los; is
mind, his intelligence, every day. He’s frightened. He looks amu-nd apd sees what's
taking place on this earth, and he sees that the pe.nc[ulu_m of time is sw.fwagmi in
your direction. The dark people are waking up. They re lc_osmg their fear o }E e ?: E11tf:
man. No place where he's fighting right now is h_e winnhing. EV?TYWhEI:e tlel s gHi;
ing, he's fighting someone your and my complexiofl. And tbey re beating \}(}m. 1-1
can't win any more. He's won his last bactle. He failed to win the Karean a.tr[,_1 ﬁ
couldn’t win it. He had to sign a truce. That's a loss, Any time Unf:le Sam, wl;; 411
his machinery for warfare, is held to a draw by same Fica earers, he's irost the ;r. e
He had te sign a rnuce. America’s not supposed to sign a truce. She's suppc;e o
be bad. But she's not bad any more. She’s bad as long as she can use he'r hy rﬁgen
bomb, bur she can't use hets for fear Russia might use hers, Russia can't use hers,
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for fear that Sam might use his. So, both of them are weaponless. They can’; use
the weapon because each’s weapon nullifes the other's. So the only place where
action can take place is op the ground. And the white man can't win another way:
fighting on the ground. Those days are over. The black man knows it, the browy

man knows it, the red man knows it, and the yellow man knows ir. So they engag
him in guerrilla warfare. That's not his style. You've gor to have heart to be 2 gue
rilla warrior, and he hasn’t gor any heare. I'm relling you now.

I just wanr ro give you a little briefing on guerrilla warfare, It rakes heart to be
guertilla warrior because you're on your own. In convenrigna| warfare you hay,
tanks and a whole lot of other people with you to back you up,
head and all that kind of stuff. Bur a guerrilla is on his own. AJ! you have is a rifle
some sneakers and a bow] of rice, and that's a] you need—and a lot of hear, The

equal, He would take his lirgle blade and slip from bush ro bush, and from Arnerican
to American. The white soldiers couldn't cope with thar,

soldier char fought in the Pacific, he has the shakes, he has a hervous condition,
hecause they scared him o death,

The same rhing happened to the French up in French Indochina [V ietnam), Peq.
ple who just a few years previously were rice farmers got together and ran the heay.
ily-mechanized French army qut of Indochina. You don't need it—modemn wagfare
today won’t work. This is the day of the guerrilla, They did the same thing in Alge.
tia. Algerians, who were nothing bur Bedouins, took a knife and sneaked off o the
hills, and [Charies] de Gaulie and all of his highfalutin’ war machinery coyldn’y

defear those guerrillas. Nowhere on chis earth does the white man win in guerrilly

got o play the black man cheap, if you don't think some day he's going to wake up

and find that it's 8ot to be the ballot of the buller,

I would like o say, in closing, a few things cancerning the Muslim Mosque, Inc.,
which we established recently in New York City. It's true we're Muslims and our
religion is Istam, bue we don’t mix our religion with our politics and our ECONGMics

eep our religion in our
mosque. After our religious SEIViCes are over, then as Muslims we become involved
in poiitical action, economic action and social and ¢iyic action. We become
invalved with anybody, anywhere, any time and in any manper that's designed ro
eliminare the evils, the political, economic and social evils that are afflicting the
people of our community.

The political philosophy of black nationalism means thar the black man should
control the politics and the politicians in his own community; no more. The black
man in the black community has to be re-edycated into the science of politics so
he will know what politics is suppased to bring him in return, Don't be throwing
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- is like a bullet. You don't chrow your ballots until yoUu see
" gut any baf:io_t; 'tétbfi:;tlsislf:t wlijth in your reach, keep your ballot in your pgcl_ce £
o target, an ; hilosophy of black nationalism is being taught in the C‘hrlma?
The polltfciep taught in the NAACP. It's being taught in CORE meetings. It’s
church. It}i i lléEN CC—Student Noaviolent Coordinating Committea—meenqg.s.
“being taught 11:11.l t in Muslim meetings. It's being taught where nothing but atheists
 Ies being |:T‘“-;gc:ome together. [t's being taught everywhere. Black pec’}ple are fﬁd.‘lp
o dllydallyng, osyloorins compromising approach that we've been using
ith Cae li:: cnfr freedom. We want freedom now, but we’e not going to get it
m\,"rlirgd"g\l/ﬂ: Sﬁall Overcome.” We've got to fight until we overcome.
.- sayl

NOTES

Originally published in Malcolm X Speals: Selected Spesches and Statements, ed. Gearge Breit-
rigi
; it, 1965}, 23-44, .
" g‘x‘zgr:ca:trj{fr?ihc 1960 presidential election between John F. K?nnedy agnd llhclm::]l
N'I' n, Kennedy won the popular vore by a 49.7 1o 49.5 [ilercent margin ?nd ;:5 ; rl; ::::;m
e 3t i i but in his next campaign,
.N did not demand a recount, by . .
o 303( tzdz lt?e otlgxac:':r;zed 100,000 poll watchers, headed by a former FBI PFﬁClaI-thChaf’d
Nxon wns ellr:cted president in 1968 and 1972 and resigned under l:hlnzat F}f impeac fnléem in
Ilgiz."‘inl\«‘i":lsvin Small, The Presidency of Richard Nixon (Lawtence: University Press of Kansas,
lgggjé'czfl':;r's note: During the Jacksonville, Florida, uprisings of 1960 and 1964.hthc Aff'icari
Aml:rican community used tactics of heighrened militancy in a;%erl;c; gmtes;;r e ?gr;t;:ﬁ?_
iscriminati ion of their community. On August 27, » an Africa
dwcrmia:’:zg:trgcskzg;?: :?u Kluex Klan member, and the po!ice did not interv;n;. W[;EIDE[‘..I
the I}g!}u en continued to chase teens into the African Amcrr@ ne1ghbo::hoc , the :
e 31"-‘5[: armed with puns, sticks, and Molotav cockuails, recaliated m‘ml the _K]Jansm :
mera;if If }1964 the African American communicy again prarested againse r:la:c;: npprfé
:ieot:f and '\,iclence" A civil rights worker's home was bombed. by Kl:ix?in nz r:nr:;zegy:
isings that followed thar March used such tactics as it-and-run
Th:e:tf?:nizp:ititiun and rhen leaving before the police arrived. Yourh a:;m;d “{lth Ir{:zzl;_f
prcr'i ﬁrcbogmbs directed at buildings were also involved in che protests. f.-'&be:l . Bart :y(,:cnn .
::; the Faith: Race, Politics, and Social Development in Jacksonwille, Florida {Westpor, ,.
, 101, 105-11. o . ‘
G?ﬁﬁfﬁ}: In 1964, Malcolm X spoke before the Orga.mzanon of Afr:can.dUml:y
cha;ging the United States with genocide against Aﬁ-icsan slng;ﬁri:?n pfogli;eizr;u:; depw:i,i
i i 1, by William L. Pa
the Unired Mations on December 17, 19 | mson
gf;;];a;g:rdhtnoariginated and delivered n petition entitled “We Charge Genocide!



Chapter Three

Angela Y. Davis

Angela Y, Davis was born in Birmin,
: gham, Alabama, in 1944. She rew up in ch
southern United States under Jim Crow segregation and codified racgial disclzjrimina?

lt:i(;zﬁal clln_:'oglragj.: she Ef\;ed with a white family and attended a progressive private
SCROOL At age fifteen, she became active in th organizati i

with the Communist Farey USA. A i s Universiy oo e e ocated
- Attending Brandeis University as an undezpr

r - . N i adu’

ate, Davis studied with Marxist philosopher Herbere Marcuse, and took her ?unior

sElfl:L E:EI: t:v;re IT-;I:IrdELEd. provided rthe radicalizing impetus to eventually end hey
15, lom. between the desire to learn from diff i

and political systems and rhe need to join ¢ emens Davis dooniog et

t join “the movement,” Davis decided not
, t
f:ursue-a dci;lcr?je at Goethe University in Frankfurt, Germany choosing Err:scl]:eas
o return to the United § i iversi

Som Do tates to work with Marcuse at the University of California-

su:l;l:; ::IT;C:U?I; l;tt:mzn riilhts. lr_lno;'j gar-éeaching than the civil and eleceoral rights
€ under the 1.3, Constitution and in its ame

) ndments, led

gﬁw::itcl} theé.’;lack‘ Pathher Party. After a period of involvement with the Stu::lenl:

o Por ent doc&idmatmg Co'mrnil:tee, Davis simultaneously joined the Black Pari-

arty and che Commun.lsl: Party USA. Her relationship with the former was

}ff::a:v—tr;?reler. Ill‘f. ‘196.9, she came to national attention after being removed from
eaching position in the Philosophy Department at the University of Califor-

rlla—LDS AngGIEE bECaLEEC O QOCia
f Ile[ 5 d llLf:lilb&IS lp n dle COITL[IIUIHSI;
]. EICIWISEII ar 11.

62

Political Prisoners, Prisons, and Black Liberation 63

Davis's fong-standing commitmenr to prisoners’ rights dates back to her involve-
ment in the campaign to free the California prisoners known as the Soledad Broth-
ees, which led to her own arrest and imprisonment. In 1970 she was placed on the
FBI's Tert Most Wanted List on false charges connecred to the artempt by sever.-
teen-year-old jonathan Jackson to secure the release of his elder brother, George
Jackson, and the other Soledad Brothers by taking hostages at the Marin County
courthouse, using guns registered in the name of Angela Davis. The Marin County
confrontation resulred in the deaths of Jonathan Jackson, Judge Harold Haley, and
prisoners James MeClain and William Christmas by guards following official policy
to prevent escapes regardless of casualties. Davis became the subject of an intense
police and Federal Bureau of Investigation search that drove her underground and
culminated in one of the most famous trigls in recent U.S. history. During her six-
teen monchs of incarceration, a massive intemational “Free Angela Davis® cam-
paign was organized; she was acquitred of all charges in 1972.

An advocate of human rights and a criric of repression, racism, and sexism in the
criminal justice system, in 1997, Angela Davis cofounded Critical Resistance, an
organization for prison abolition. A professor in the History of Consciousness Pro-
gram at the University of California-Santa Cruz, her publications include: Women,
Race & Class; Women, Culture & Politics; Blues Legaries and Black Feminisms; and If
They Come in the Morning: Voices of Resistance (coedited wich Bettina Aptheker).
Her essays, spanning thirty years of activism and writing, are eollected in The Angela

Y. Davis Reader.
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Political Prisoners, Prisons, and
Black Liberation

May 1971

Despire a long history of exalted appeals to man's inherent right 10 resistance, there
has seldom been agreement on how to relate in practice to unjust immoral laws and
the oppressive social arder from which they emanate, The conservative, who does
net dispute the validity of revolutions deeply buried
impending anarchy in order 1o legirimize his demand for absolure obedience. Lay
and order, with the major emphasis on order, is his watchword. The liberal articy.
lates his sensitivity to certain of society’s intolerabje details, but will almosc never

prescribe mechods of resistance that exceed the limirs of legalicy—redress through
elecroral channels is the liberal’s panacea.

In the heat of cur pursuit of findamenta]
continuatly cautioned to he patient. We are advised that as long as we remain faich.
ful 1o the existing democracic order, the glorious moment will eventually arrive
when we will come into our own as full-fledged human beings,

But having been taught by biccer experience, we know that there is a glaring
incongruity berween demaocracy and the capitalist economy which is the source of
our ills. Regardless of al] theroric to the contrary, the people are not the ylrimage
matrix of the laws and the system which govern them-—certainly nor black people
and other nationally oppressed pecple, but not even the mass of whites. The people
do not exercise decisive cantrol over the determining factors of their lives.

Officials’ assertions thar tneaningful dissent is always welcorme, provided it falls
within the boundaries of lepality, are frequently a smokescreen obscuring the invira-
tion to acquiesce in oppression. Slavery may have been un-righteous, the consrity-
tional precision for the enslavernent of blacks may have been unjust, bue conditions

Were not to be considered 5o unbearahle (especially since they were profitable g a
smail circle) as to justify escape and other acrs proscribed by law. This was the
impore of the fugitive slave laws ¢

Neediess to say, che histery of the Unites Srares has been macred from its incep-

rion by an enormoys quantiry of unjust laws, far too many expressly bolstering the
Oppression of black people. Particularized reflections of existing social inequities,

human rights, black people have been

stance. In resisting
to openly violate those laws which directly or
But even conmining our resistance within the

We a5 societies have been compelled
indirectly buttress our oppression,
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in history, invokes visions of
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:.:o' it of legality, we hlave been labeled criminals and have been methodically perse-
: i aratus.
;utﬂd; ! i}-[l:c:lttl-ljgsz :grr:ditians of slavery, the underground railroad provided the
Un erk for extra-legal anti-slavery activity pursued by vast numbers of people,
) &amel\:im'k and white. Its functioning was in flagrant violation of the fugitive slave
bot%1 b::e who wete apprehended were subjected co severe penalties. OF the innu-
. _law, L[ recorded artempts to rescue fugitive staves from the clutches of slave catch-
e e of the most striking is the case of Anthony Bums, a slave from Virginia,
o ODT:I in Boston in 1833. A team of his supporters, in attempring ro rescue him
.' Eapg::e during the course of his trial, engaged the police in a ferce courtzocm
R tle. During the gun-fght, a prominent Abolitionist, Thomas Wenrworth Higpin-
baree wounded. Although the rescuers were unsuccessful in their efforts, the
o ‘iaif this incident “ . . did more to crystallize Northern sentiment against
;?::E;:y than any other except the exploit of John Brown, ‘and this was the last tifll'l.e
a fugitive slave was taken from Boston. It took TWenty-two cnmp.sl:!lm&s of statedmtl h:
tia, four platoons of marines, a battalion of United SFatES arti erymer'i, an :
ity’s police force . . . ro ensure the performance of this shameful acII::‘;I: he cost ol
-.C\:l?;ch, the Federal government alone, came to forty thousan«?! dolllﬁz:s, i
Throughour the era of slavery, blacks, as well as progressive W ires, rep:;adte hy
discoveted that their commirment to the anti-slavery cause frequtenc[y entaile bt !e
overt violation of the laws of the land. Even as slavery faded E'l‘\j\fay Lnio a more subtle
vet equally pemnicious apparatus to dominate black people, “illegal reliista{:ices Iv.ra,s
still on the agenda. After the Civil War, Blackl Cf.ndes, SUCCESSOLS t0 1 ; [cn ! av;
Codes, legalized convict labor, prohibited social intercourse bEtWEE[-l aclls an !
whites, gave white employers an excessive degree of control over the private 1\{esdc.;
black workers, and generally codified racism and rercor. Natuzally, nmr.terousb lm 1(1—
vidual as well as collective acts of resistance prevailed. On many occasions, blacks
formed armed teams to protect themselves from white ’termr’lsts wl}o were, in turmn,
protected by law enforcement agencies, if not actually identified with them.d b
By the second decade of the twentieth century, t.he mass mavemernt, hea g h;v
Marcus Garvey, proclaimed in its Declaration of Rights that black people s ou
not hesitate to disobey all discriminatory laws. Moreover, the Dgclaratlon
announced, they should utilize all means available to chem, leg‘fxl or 1llegal,‘ to
defend themselves from legalized terror as well as Ku Klux Klan vu‘)lence.l Durmgf
the era of intense activity around civil rights issues, systematic dlsobedle.nce Gf
oppressive laws was a primary tactic. The sit-ins. were organized transgressions o
i islation.
ra(:f;flt[ !t?r:::l:a}tlistorical instances involving the overt violation of the laws of the lanld
conveege around an unmistakable common denomlna‘tor. At stake has .beenl the col-
lective welfare and suevival of a pecple. There is a distinct and qualirative IdlffeFenc‘e
between one breaking a law for one's own individual self-interest z'md Vl?lﬂtlng it
in the interests of a class of people whose appression is expressed (‘.‘I.tht’:‘r directly or
indirectly through that particular law. The former might be called criminal (though
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In many instances he js o victim), but che lager
interested in universal socia] change. Captured h
Tl:le political prisoner’s words or deed have,i
!:Johtu:ai Protests against the established order a
lnto acute conflict with rhe state. Ir lighe of ¢

social conditions in general, with the ultimate aim of transforming these laws and
this society into an order harmonious with the material and spiritual needs and
interests of the vast majority of its members.
oo o : - Nat Turner and John Brown were political prisonets in their time. The acts for
crime” (which may or may not have been co -~ which they weze charged and subsequently hanged, were the practical extensions of
tance. In this country, however, where the s eci their profound commitment to the abolition of slavery. They fearlessly bore the
not officially acknowledged, the politica) pri?oner inevitabi ; responsibility for their actions. The significance of their executions and the accom.
cific eriminal offense, not for a political acr Ofre;?et;lm ¥ stan panying widespread repression did nor lie 5o much in the fact thar they were being
even have a nominal existence, As in the '191 4 ; Sof ‘punished for specific crimes, nor even in the effort to use their punishment as an
[Induserial Workers of the World] arganizer Joe le;;ur €t Irame-up of the Wy - implicit threar to deter others from similar armed acts of resistance. These execu-
mere excuse for silencing a mitigant cmsad;:r agains i rions, and the surrounding repression of slaves, were intended to terrorize the anti-
however, the political prisaner hgs violared the unwritten | h slavery movement in general; to discourage and diminish both legal and illegal
aw whi forms of abolitionist activity. As usual, the effece of repression was miscaleulated

turbances and upheavals
s in the status quo of exploirar:
Ploftation and raci . ) . ] .
ren law has been contesred by actually and explicitly breaking :Lil and in both instances, anti-slavery activity was accelerated and intensified as a
result.
Nat Turner and John Brown can be viewed as examples of the political prisoner

who has acrually commiteed an act which is defined by the state as “criminal.” They
killed and were consequently tried for murder. Buc did they commit mueder? This
raises the question of whether American revolutionaries had murdered the Bricish
in their struggle for liberation. Nat Turner and his followees killed some sixty-five
white people, yet shortly before the revolt had begun, Nat is reputed to have said
to the other rebelling slaves: *Remember that ours is not war for robbery nor to
satisfy our passions, it is a struggle for freedom. Ours must be deeds and not words. ™

The very institutions which condemned Nat Turner and reduced his struggle for
freedom 10 a simpler crirninat case of murder, owed their existence to the decision,
made a half-century earlier, to take up arms against the British Oppressor.

The battle for the liguidation of slavery had no legitimate existence in the eyes
of the government and therefore the special quality of deeds carried out in the inter-
ests of freedom was deliberately ignored. There were no political prisoners, there
were only criminals; just as the movement out of which these deeds flowed was
largely considered criminal.

Likewise, the significance of activities which ate pursued in the interests of liber-
ation today is minimized not so much because officials are unable to see the coliec-
tive surge against oppression, but because they have consciously set out to subvert
such movements. I the Spring of 1970, Los Angeles Panthers took up arms to
defend themselves from an assault initiated by the local police force on their office
and on their persons. They were charged with criminal assaule. If one helieved the
official propaganda, they were bandits and rogues who pathologically found pleasure
in artacking policemen. It was nor mentioned that their community activities—
educational work, services such as free breakfast and free medical programs~~which
had legitimized them in the black community, wers che immediate reason for which
the wrath of the police had fallen upon them. In defending themselves from the
attack waged by some 600 policemen (there wece only eleven Panthers in the office)

comment upon sentencin
g Bartolomeo Vanzere;
payroll robbery: “This man etel to fifteen

inn S isi
ocent.  Ir is not surprising char Nazj Germany's foremq

Carl Schmitt, advanced h : .
thief, for example the theory which generalized thi

ory.
¢ rr!; Ar:[}rf:me who seeks 1o overthrow oppressive institug
Aged in an overr act, js g pria imi
- : Priori a criminal w
America’s dungeons. ho mo

Even i i i

i :{:eu; zg: Eﬁd::.nn Lmi::her Krng’s AUmerous atrests, he was nor so much charged
20 comg o el ult?es of tre.spassmg', and disturbance of the peace, as with being
™ s sou] El‘;l society, an Inveterate foe of racism, When Robert Wil
i OF Kidnapping, this charge never managed

e~—the advocacy of black people’s inconresrable L h

own defense, T
i T_'h_-ls oFfﬁnse of the political prisoner is political boldness
]:'ngth egally or extra-legally-—of fundamental socia) wton

¥ tne seate. The political Prisoner has opposed unjust |

ions, whether or nor he has'
st be buried away in one of

o conceal his pea|
bear arms in their

» the persistent challeng.
gs fostered and reinforced
aws and exploitative, racisy
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they were defending nor only their lives, byt even more importantly cheir aceom.
plishments in the hlack com

tunity surrounding them, and in the broader thrust
for black libecation, Whenever blacks i struggle have recourse 1o self-defense, par.
ticularly armed self-defense, it is ewisted and distorted on official tevels and yulr.
tnately rendered synonymous with criminal aggression, Cn the other hand, when
policemen are clearly indulg

ing in acts of criminal aggression, officially they are
defending themselves through “justifigble assaule” or “jysri

The ideclogical acrobaties characteristic of official
existence of the political Prisoner do not end wich ¢
political act with the individual criminal act, The pol
in order to discredit radical and revolutionary mo
reduced ta a criminal event in order to afirm the
existing order. In q revealing contradiction,
New York Panther 217 tria] as “political *
criminal incent, [irerature which represent
of the Black Panther Party.
The legal apparatus designares the black |
Nixon, [Vice President Spiro] Agnew, [Cal;

he equation of the individua]
itical act is defined a5 criminaf
vements. A political event is
absolyte invulnerability of the
the courr resisted the description of tha
yet the prosecutor enereg as evidence of
ed, 50 he purported, the political tdeology

iberation fighter a criminal, prompting
fornia Governor Ronald] Reagan et af,

As the black liberarion movement and other progressive struggl

the judicial system and its extension,

weapons in the state’s fight o Preserve
tions of class domination, and therefore racism, poverty and war

s, a5 Chairman of the Peace Infor

€3 increase in
the penal system,
the existing condi-

mation Center, wag

Whar eurns me ¢old inall¢

his experience is the certainty that thousands of innccent
victims are in jai today

because they had neither money nor friends ro help them, The
eyes of the world were on oy izl despite the desperate efforts of press and radio 1
suppress the facts and cloyd the real issues; the courage and money of fricnds gnd of
strangers who dared stand for g principle freed me; but God only knows how many who
were as innocent as [ and iny colleagues are today in hell. They daily stagger out of
prison doory embittered, vengeful, hopeless, ruined, And of this army of the wronged,
the preportion of Negraes is frightful. We protect and defend sensariong) tases where
Negroes are involved. But the grear mass of arrested or accused biack foik have no
defense. There is desperate need of nationwide arganizations g oppose this naciong]
racket of railroading ro fails and chain gangs the poor, friendless and black ¢
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A number of factors have combined to transfor'm the penal system mt-n::11 a
. in of struggle, both for the caprives inside and the masses outside.
D i te??m e numbers of political prisoners both on prison populatw.ns and
e o ent has been decisive. The vast majority of political prisoners
En theo?:ffa?:; T:hrl fact of imprisonment to currail their educaticnrlllal, ;gltélalflo?;t
~d organisi ivird i antinue behind prison walls. And in
aﬂdf:‘;'&;;" cizelileglca:ii‘;;i:;s‘:r[].’:\:rl;r:lzzscaround political priso;eif, ;11 great tizlnel;lﬂc;f
e institutions in which they are -
attention has inevitably been focused on ‘tl’fe msfntugcm fhey are et
i tivity of prisoners—especially n
e Furtbefﬁi&%‘:ﬂ? ?i::;::egezg shatr;enes by the surge of agg;gsive Pollzg:l-
brﬂl)wnt_ca:ptt:f;mg out of black, Chicane, and other oppressed communities. Fina 3;
o aior co lyst for intensified political action in and around pnsups.has emerge:
oot of the tran formation of convicts, originally found guilty of c:rlr'nmal offenses,
o o e ?W olitical militants, Their patient educational efforts in the re'fllm of
o B‘x':mi; . Eciﬁc oppressive structures of the penal system in their rel.ath to
:}}:E?:;[glfrto;pzssion of the social system have had a profound effect on their fellow
ca%t"ll‘:s.rison is a key component of the state's coercive apparatus, the n‘n‘vem‘img
func:iog of which is to ensure social copt:rq[. The e;yn;olggyi 'oi ;51;1 t:;i::e nl-):f:teir:s
tiary” furnishes a clue to the conerolling idea behind ¢ edpl L system” at its
i ion. The penitentiary was projected as the loc:ftle for olng - i
:E;?st;z:;inst society, the physical and spiritual purging \c}); l;:r;)cll;fltiss to;:s :if t:vr:tgl:
i i and total obedience. While cloaking
mlfﬁbaﬂf ;Zgi:l:zﬁnzftk:f\i;:;?tn;—imprisonment was supposed o cut laicros.s all
d;e lc'lu s a5 crimes were to be defined by the act, not Fhe perpetratar—t 10.: llj}ntsf,n
Eﬂfic‘réfﬁy operated as an instrument of class demination, a means of prohibiting
the have-nots from encroaching upon the. haves. ery i which wealth s unequell
The occurrence of crime is inevitable in a sociery in w Ill’.‘ wealth is unequally
distributed, as one of the constant reminders tha_lt s'ocwfr‘ys‘prina[ v forces are
being channeled in the wrong direction. T.he majority o c:;lr: o oo bt e
direct relationship to property. Contained ll'l_thf: very u::ort\;:l D of propesc, crimes
rofound but suppressed social needs which express themselves ni-soc
arzdp y f action. Spontaneously produced by a capitalist organization o 1:0 fti:;
Eis i:*p?z of crime is at once a protest against society ar:ad zfdesgettooiair;ae :5 ;}nc&
loitative content. It challenges the symproms of Cﬂ:pltill].l.':fn,. ut 0 15 ossence.
EXZS) Or:atz Marxists in recent years have tended to banish “criminals” an 1{; e L:;he
0 . |
penproletariat as a whole from the arena of revolutionary :truji;;ﬁgﬂrjndzrwmg
absence of any link binding the criminal w0 th'e Fnea;m Gh pL du rgcg;_u"se fertying
this exclusion has been the assumption that ll'fdl'?"lcllll.lﬂ 5 wdocouective irse to ancl
social acts are incapable of devleloping the discipline an
i i ugele.
fﬂfa;if:}f Egerz‘;?:t::;gagn::;cfegr of lumpenproletarians in mind, Marx had sl;atesd
that they are as capable of “the most heroic deeds and the most exalted sacrifice )
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as of the basest banditry and rhe dirtiest corruption."? He emphasized the face that
the provisional government's mobile guards under the Paris Commune—some
24,000 troops—were largely formed out of young lumpenproletarians from fifreen
to twenty years of age. Too many Marxists have been inclined to overvalue the sec.
ond part of Marx’s observation—that the lumpenproletariat is capable of the hasest
banditry and the dictiest corruption—while minimizing or indeed tatally disregard.

hees,

Especially today when so many black, Chicano, and Puerte Rican men and ;
waomen are jobless as a consequence of the internaj dynamic of the capitalist system,
the rale of rhe unemployed, which includes the lumpenproletariat, in revolutionary °

struggle must be given serious thought. Increased unemployment, particularly for
the nationally oppressed, will continye ta be an inevitable by-praduct of technolog-
ical development. Ar least thirty percent of black youth are presently without jobs,
In the context of class exploitation and national oppression it should he clear that
numerous individuals are compelled ro resorr to criminal acts, not as a resuit of

conscious choice~—implying other alternatives—bur because saciery has objectively -

reduced their possibilities of subsistence and survival to chis level. This tecognition

should signal the urgent need to organize the unemgployed and lumpenproletariar,
as indeed the Black Panther Party as well as activiscs in prison have already begun °

to da.

In evaluating the susceptibility of the black and brown unemployed ro arganizing
efforts, the peculiar historical features of the US, specifically racism and national
oppression, must be taken into account. There already exists in rhe black and
brown communities, the lumpenproletariar included, a long tradition of collective
resistance to national oppression.

Moreover, in assessing the revolutionary potential of prisoners in America a5 a
group, it should be borne in mind that not all prisoners have actvally committed
crimes. The built-in racism of the judicial System expresses itself, as Du Bois has
suggested, in the railroading of countless innocent blacks and other national minor-
icies into the country's coercive institutions.

One must also appreciate the effects of disproportionately long prison terms on
black and brown inmates, The typical eriminal mentality sees imprisoriment as a
calculated risk for a particular criminal act. One’s prison term is more or less racio-
nally predictable. The function of racism in the judicial-penal complex is to shatter
that predictability. The black burglar, anticipating a two- to-four-year term, may end
up doing ten to fifieen years, while the white burglar leaves after two years.

Within the contained, coercive universe of the prison, the caprive is confronted
with the realities of racism, not simply as individual acts dicraged by artitudinal bias;
rather he is compelled to come to grips with racism as an institutional phenomenon
collectively experienced by the victims. The disproportionate representation of the
black and brown communities, the manifest racism of parcle boards, rthe intense
brutality inherent in the relationship between prison guards and black and brown

ing his first remark, applauding the lumpen for their heroic deeds and exalred sacrl-
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inmates—all this and more causes the prisoner to be confronted daily, hourly, with
the concentrated systematic existence of racism. '

For the innocent prisoner, the process of radica[iz.auon sbould come easy; for the
Sguilty” victim, the insight into the natLu:e o_f racism as it manlfast }tsnallf in t_he
judicial-penal complex can lead to a questioning of his own past crimina actmty
and a re-evaluation of the methods he has used to survive in & racist and explai-
tative society. Needless to say, this process is not automatic, it does not c:ccur spon-
raneously. The persistent educational work carried out hy‘ the prison’s political
activists plays a key role in developing the political potential of captive men and
wo;:ie:c;ners—especially blacks, Chicanos and Puerto Ricans—are increasingly
advancing the proposition that they are political prisoners. T!-:a? contend that I:l“nev
are political peisoners in the sense chat they are l:argaiy the victims of an oppressive
politico-economic order, swiftly becoming conscions of the causes‘undcrlyl'ng their
vicrimization. The Folsom Prisoners’ Manifesto of Demands and Ann—(i')ppres.s:o? Plat-
form!? attests to a lucid understanding of the structures of oppression w1ti?1m .I:he
prison—structures which contradict even the avowed ﬁmctton.of the pena.l institu-
rion: “The program we are submirted ro, under the ridiculous title of.rehabd:ta.non,
is relative to the ancient stupidity of pouring water on the drcgwnmg man, in as
much as we are treated for our hostilities by our program administrators with their
hostility for medication,” The Manifesto also reflects an awareness thac !:he severe
social crisis taking place in this country, predicated in part on the ever-increasing
mass consciousness of deepening social conrradicrions, is forcing the pollnf:al func-
tion of the prisons to surface in all its brutality. Their contencion that prisans are
being transformed inte the “fascist concentration camps of modern Amtertr?'a,
should not be taken lighely, although it would be erroneous as well as .defeanst ina
practical sense, to maintain that fascism has irremediably est;fblished ltSE!f.

The point is this, and chis is the truth which is apparent in the Mamfesw: the
ruling circles of America are expanding and intensifying Fepressive measures
designed te nip revolutionary movemenes in the bud as well as o curtatl. radical-
democratic tendencies, such as the movement to end che war in Im?oci}ma. The
government is not hesitating to utilize an entire necwork of fascist tactics, mclgdmg
the monitoring of congressmen’s telephone calls, a system of “preventive fascism,
as {Herbert] Marcuse has termed it, in which the tole of the judicial-pena? systems
looms laege. The sharp edge of political repression, cutting thm_ugh the h.e lghtgne&
milizancy of the masses, and bringing growing numbers of activists l::ehmd prison
walls, must necessarily pour over into the concained world of the prison where it
understandably acquires far more ruthless forms, ‘

It is a relatively easy matter to persecute the captive whose lif:e is alrelaf‘:iy domi-
nated by a network of authoritarian mechanisms. This is e‘spemally fa.mhtate_d by
the indererminate sentence policies of many states, for politically conscious prison-
ers will incur inordinately long sentences on the original convicrion. According (o
Louis S. Nelson, warden of the San Quentin Prison, “if the prisons of Califomnia



72 Angela ¥, Dgufs

become known as schoals for violent revolution, the Aduyle Authority would be
remiss in cheir duty nor ro keep the inmates longer” (San Francisco Chronicle, May
2, 1971}, Where this is deemed inadequate, authorities have recourse to the whole
Spectrum of brutal corporal punishment, including out and out murder. Ar Sap
{Quentin, Fred Billingslea was teargassed 1o death in February 1970, W, L. Nolen,
Alvin Miller, and Cleveland Edwards were assassinated by a prison guard in January
1970, ar Soledad Prison, Unusual and inexplicable “suicides” haye occurred wich
incredible regularity in jails and prisons throughaue the coufitry,

It should be seif.evidenc that the frame-up becomes g powerful weapon within
the spectrum of prison repression, pParticularly because of the availability of inform.-
ers, the broken prisoners whe will do anything for g price. The Soledad Brothegs
and the Soledad Three are teading examples of frame-up vi
militant acrivists who have been charged with killing Soledad Prison guards. In
both cases, widespread support has been kindled within
tem. They have served as accasiong to link the immediate needs of the black com- |
munity with a forceful fight to break the fascist stronghold in the prisons and
therefore 1o aholish the Ptison system in its present form,

Racist oppression invades the lives of hlack people on an infinjce varicty of levels,
Blacks are imprisoned in world where cur labor and tojl hardly a
a decent existence, if we are able o find jobs ar all. When the e
falter, we are forever the first victims, always the most deeply wounded. When the
economy s on its feet, we continue to live in 2 depressed stare, Unemployment is

generally twice as high in the ghettos as it is in the country as a whole and even
higher among black women and youth. The unemployment rate ameng black youth
has presently skyrockeced to thirty percent, If one-thizd of America's whire youths
were without a means of livelihood, we would either be in the thick of tevalution
ot else under the iron rule of fascism. Substandard schools, medicai care hardly fit
for animals, over-priced, dilapidared housing, a welfare system based on & policy of
skimpy concessions, designed ro degrade and divide (and even this may soon be
canceled }—this is only the beginning of the list of praps in the overall scenery of
oppression which, for the mass of blacks, is the universe.

In black communities, wherever they are located, there exists 2N ever-present
reminder that our universe ust remain stable in jcg drabness, ics poverty, its brural-
ity. From Birmingham to Haelem to Waers, black ghettos are oceupied, patrolled
and often artacked by massive deployments of police. The police, domestic caretak-

ers of violence, are the Oppressor’s emissaries, charged with the task of containing us
within the boundaries of our Oppression.

The announced function of the police, "o

our lives. Arrests are frequently based on whims, Bullets from their

2uns murder
human beings with lictle O no pretext, aside from the universal ing

midation they
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are charged with carrying out. Protection for .drug-pushers, and M;lﬁa—lityle exploi;t-
ers, support for the most reactionary ideolog;cal elements of [:he ac fc:c;lmrlru.m q;
{especially those who cry out for more police}, are amang the rl::[ang ‘utl'xcmons o
forces of law and order. They encircle the community Wltl‘% a slhie 0 v];c: enc]e,l:;oo
often forcing the natural aggression of the hlack community mv.\fart.is. [ ;al;lu : n-
on's analysis of the role of cnloni[jl politi::,- is an appropriate description of the func-
i ice in America’s ghetuos. ‘ '
ﬂo;:: ;i:?;?;nlout saying that the police would be unable to set inchrFl?tion their
racist machinery were they not sancrioned and supp?rted Py‘tlxe judicia systi;::.
The courts not only consistently abstain from prosecuting ::rm}mal btn:ha\rlor on the
part of the police, but they convice, on che basis of biased l?ollC‘E testlrnc.my,d count-
less black men and women. Court-appointed agromeys, acting in dwdtwtste u'iterd-
ests of overcrawded courts, convince eighty-five percent of the defelil 81:1:5 t[D p Z‘:
guilty. Even che manifestly innocene are advised 10 €op a plea so t fath ¢ lengthy
and expensive process of jury trials is avoided. This is thle structure of the apparatus
which summarily railroads black people into jails and prisors. (During my impeison-
ment in the New York Women’s House of Detention,_l encountered numercus clases
involving innocent black women who had been advised &g plead gullt_y. One 515;?
had entered her white landlord’s apartment for IEhE purpose of ‘paymfl rent. : g
artempted to rape her and in the coumse of the ensuing struggle, a lit can 1;3 ;;)pp.e
over, burning a tablecloth. The landlord ordered her arrestec.l for arsorﬁ. o owl;vmg
the advice of her court-appointed artorney, she entered a guiley plea,l aving ;;n
deceived by the artorney's insisten)ce that the court would be more lenient. The
i ntenced to three years. . )
515-?{1: isijifju{; circle linking poverty, palice courts, and prison is‘an fntggral -el'?-
ment of ghetto existence. Unlike the mass of whites, the path whfch ea sFto }‘i's
and prisons is deeply rooted in the imposed patterns of black exlstence.l ot thls
very reason, an almost instinctive affinity binds the mass of bIadeperhe to lr. :
political prisoners. The vast majority of blacks h'arblor a deep hatred of the polic
and are not deluded by official praclamarions of justice through 1‘:115. courts. 1
For the black individual, contact with the lamy-t?nfor'cementqudlcmé—pena hnelf-
work, directly or through relatives and friends, is inevitable because edo]; she is
black, For the activist become political prisoner, the contace hag occurte ! i—faus'?
he has lodged a protest, in ane form or another, against the conditions which nai
i it of opptession. '
blﬁi;iﬁ;ﬁ::; p:opple as a group have exhibited a greater potential for resis-
tance than any other part of the population. The iron-clad ru['e over our c:;;nm:;ln—
ties, the instirutional practice of genacide, the i-deology of racism ha';f perform la
strictly political as well as an economic function. The capltahstsf tﬁv?ot c‘j:;::
extracted super profics from the underpaid labor of over 15bpercent o : e membtle
population with the aid of a superstructure of terror. T.hls terror and more su
forms of racism have further served to thwarr the fiowering of a resistance —even a
tevolution that would spread ro the working class as a whole.
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In the inrerests of the capitalist class, the consent to racism and terror has beg

demagogical[y elicited from the white population,

ell and J. Edgar Hoover are desperately atrempting to
dissidents, particularly blacks, Chicanos, Puerto Rica
members of revolutionary organizations; for advocating the overthrow of the gov

etnment; for agitating and educating in the streets and behind prison walls, The

political function of racist domination is sutfacing wi
Whites who have professed their solidariry with the black liberation movemeng and
have moved in a distinctly revolutionary direction find themselves targets of the
Same repression. Even the anti-war fiovement, rapidly exhibiting an anti-imperial-
ist consciousness, is falling victim to Bovernment repression,

Black peopie are rushing full speed ahead towards an understanding of the ciy.

cumstances thar give rise to exaggerated forms of political re

pression and thug ap
overabundance of politica] prisoners. This understanding is being forged out of the

raw material of their own immediate experiences with racism, Hence, the black

th accelerated intensity

diate problems facing black communiries and ulrimately to brin
tion through armed revoly tion, if it must come to this,

The black liberation movement is presently at a critical Juncture. Fascist methods
of repression threaten to physically decapirate and obliterate the movemene. More
subtle, yet no less dangerous ideological tendencies from within threaren to isolate
the black movement and diminish its revolutionary impacr. Both menaces must be
blacks must spearhead
and provide leadership for a broad anri-fascist movement.

FPascism {5 a process, its growth and developmenr are Lancerous in nature. While
today, the threat of fascism may be primarily restricted to the use of the law-enforce.
ment-judicial-penal apparatus 1o arrest the overe and latent revolutionary trends
among nationally oppressed people, tomorrow it may attack the working class en
masse and eventually even moderate demoeras. Even in this perind, however, the
cancer has already commenced ta spread. In addition to the prison army of thoy-

such as the Harrisburg Eight, men and wornen who h
all levels of revolutionary activity.

Among the further symptoms of the fascist threat are official
power of organized labor, such ag the attack on the manifestly conservative con-
struction workers and the trends towards reduced welfare ajd. Moreover, court deci-
sions and repressive legislarion augmenting police powers—such as che Washingron
no-knock law, permitting police o enter Private dwellings withour warning, and
Nixon's “Crime Bili" in general—can eventually be used againgt any citizen, Indeed
congressmen are already Protesting the use of police-seate wire-tapping to survey

efforts to currail the

workers included, in order tg .g
more efficiently stave off resistance, Today, Nixon, [Attomey General John] Mirc,.

persuade the population that
» st be punished for being

Political Prisoners, Prisons, and Black Liberation 75

) .th ctivities. The fascist content of the ruthless aggression in Indo-China should
- eir o .
be self-evident.

One of the fundamental historical lessons to bg learned fror}:: past Fatga;i; ;Oﬂprlf;
he rise of fascism is the decisive and indispensable ¢ aracterd . g .
v fascism in its incipient phases. Once allowed to conquer ground, its growt]
ag?:isll;t::;:! in geometric proportion. Although the mose unbridled expressions of
is ta

. : H i Erto
" the fascist menace are still tied to the racist domination of blacks, Chicanos, Pu
£

H | l“rks 2 51, W Vi ren reststance o
I“FEICE here T tl’lelfe 15 pﬂ EIE]. 3t
Rlcansl Indlans, L und r the

- ower of monopoly capital, the parasitic interests whirfh contrf(;l ttlll_lls SUZ:;Wg;
_;hne itiall? it can profoundly worsen the conditions of existence for the averag
" Pote

iti f peaple in this country have a real,
ican citizen. Consequently, rhe masses @ le ‘
Ame?c:nd material stake in the struggle to free political prisoners, th'e struggie t(;
dll:ll:l?sﬁ the prison system in its present form, the struggle against all dimensions o
a
: | .
IH%S:I (.Jl'le should fail to take heed of Georgi Dimitrov's waming; .’ Whoexfe.r dc:;.
not fight the growth of fascism ar these preparatart? stlages is 11:lmt in ta pastazgmt
i i trary, facilitates that victory
the victory of fascism, but, on the con ‘ ‘
tpée:;: :/ch Conr;ress of the Comemunist IntematlcnatllS'}S ). The only iﬁe;t'tl:
i ism i indivisi movement whi
i he victory of fascism is an indivisible mass /
B foses ro conuce bus las| lon rages on. It is only narural
s long as repression rag
refuses to conduct business as usual a sslon - 2 only nanel
ird World peoples must lead this movement, .
that blacks and ather Third _ ‘ e for we are the
inj icti f fascism. But it must embra P
first and most deeply injured victims o e ey et el
icti i king-class people, for the key to ‘
victims and most imporrant, all wor | iy e key i the lumph o
ism is its i i i the entite working class. Given P
fascism is its ideological victory over e ! : © erupdon
ic crisi an ideological victory can p
of a severe economic crisis, the door to suc : ’ fory can be opened
i i leration of racism. It is essential tha :
e v apbrovl o asive i hei iescence in the capitalist-
e conscious that historically through their acqu
?ni;f:dﬂ ﬂ;ppressicm of blacks they have only rendered themselves more vulnerable
k. . - -
m'ia"thtchivotal struggle which must be waged in the ranks of the V:Y'Dl‘ki;lﬁ cla;sitl:
cansequently the open, unreserved battle against entrc;alﬁched ra;:lsm. ] he :; nice
i hich bind him to a James Johnson,
ust become conscious of the threads w - :
I")‘iﬁ;{e;go worker, member of UAW [Unired Auto Wotkersc]t. andba pc:hnﬁa}I%nsonir
' illi j tter. ¢ ner-
i for the killings of two foremen and a job se he
presently facing charges e o ob setter, | L he mer-
i iferati { monopoly capital may ultimately p :
ciless proliferation of the power o  coplt o e P b fnex
. No potential victim [o
rably down the very same path of desperarion .
I:Ue:ro:i should be without the knowledge that the preatest menace o racism and
.
§ UnLy: |
e iy —Marin County Jail
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Chapeer Four

Huey P. Newton

Named for populist Louisiana governor Huey P. Long, Huey Percy Newton was bomn
the youngest of seven children in Montoe, Louisiana, in 1942. Three years [ater,
his family moved o Qakland, California. His was a difficult childhood, one filled
with conflict. Expelled from a number of public high schools, Newton later claimed
that he did not know how to read until the age of sixteen. Asa high school sophe-
more, he brought a hammer to school for self-defense and in a confronration
assaulted another student. This led to his first arrest. Graduating from Berkeley
High School, Newton actended Merritr College, where in 1962 he met Bobby
Seale, an older student, at an Afro-American Association meeting.

In 1966, Newton and Seale wrote a ten-point political platform, “What We
Believe” and “What We Want,” that would become the foundation for the Black
Panther Party for Self-Defense, later renamed the Black Pancher Party (BPP). The
BPF grew after its public rallies against police brutality; armed Panther patrols of
police in black neighborhoods; highly visible protection offered Betry Shabazz, the
widow of Malcolm X, when she visited the Bay Area; and a May 1967 tally in which
Bobby Seale and other Panthers walked into a session of the California legislature
while carrying guns to protest the Mumford Bill, gun-control legislation. With such
activiries, the Black Panthers gained national and international artention and
notoriecy,’

The BPP was still a relatively small organization en October 28, 1967, when
Huey P. Newton was pulled over by Qakland police and subsequently involved in a
shootout. Newton and police officer Herbert Heanes were seriously wounded, and
Officer John Frey was killed. Charged with murder, kidnapping, assaulr, and
actempted murder, Newton was found guilty of manslaughter on September 28,
1968, by an Alameda County jury. His imprisonment led to the “Free Huey" cam-
paigns, which mobilized hundreds of thousands of supporters worldwide. Bobby
Seale, Eldridge and Karhleen Cleaver, and other Panthers focused on raising money
for his legal defense through speeches and rallies, as Newton evolved into 2 national
icon of antiracist and antistate resistance, and a black *folk hero,” one with a
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rranstaciat appeal. The “Free Huey” mobilization sparked a dramatic growth in
party membership. By the time his conviction was overturned on August ?, 1970,
the BPP had chapters in most urban areas in the United States, as well as interna-
jonal support committees, '

Ew’?'lie chlljeral Bureau of Investigation (FBI} COINTELPRO, along 'witllm actions by
local police departments, fueled internal tensions in the organization. Su'bse-
quently, in early 1971, Newton expelled several members {including Eldridge
Cleaver, who was in Algeria in flight from a U.S. wamant, and Ea:st Coast Panthcr
leaders). This would be the first of many expulsions and violent m.tem.al conﬂxicrs
that would cripple the party. Newton became increasingly isolate’cli in ].'lls‘ changing
philosaphy, focusing on electoral politics and “survival programs” and h1s. extrava-
gant lifestyle and addicrions. The “movement” that hadlgmwn around his rglease
from prison had continued to do so without him; and in order o control it, he
would help to eviscerate the Panther party. '

Afrer his release from prison, as he struggled to convince the masses of his r_hzeﬂl'Y
of "Revolutionary Intercommunalism’—the belief thar communities, not natiens,
constiture a borderless world shaped by international capital—and attemgteafl to
cope with an organization moving out of his control, Newton descenc.led again into
substance abuse. A series of violent incidents by Newton culminateFl in the beating
of his tailor and the street-corner shooting of Kathleen Smith during the summer
of 1974.3 Newton fled to Cuba after his indictment on murder charges, and three
years afrer his rerurn to the United States in 1977, the Black Panther Party was
formally disbanded. ' .

Despite struggles with substance addiction, Newton received his doctorate from
the Universiry of Califernia-Santa Cruz in 1980, However, on August 22, 1989,‘1:13
was shot and killed by Tyrone Robinson, an alleged member of the i.31ack Guerilla
Family (an organization originally cofounded by George Jackson), in a drug deal
gone awry.
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Prison, Where Is Thy Victory?

July 12, 1969

When 2 person studies mathematics he leams that there are many mathematical
laws which determine the approach he must take to solving the problems presented
to him. In the study of geometry one of the first laws a person leams is that “the
whole is not greater than the sum of its parts.” This means simply that one cannot
have a geometrical figure such as & circle or a square which contains more than it
does when broken down into smaller parts. Therefore, if all the smaller parts add
up to 2 certain amount the encire fignre cannot add up to a larger amount, The
prison cannot have a victory over the prisoner because those in charge take the
same kind of approach and assume if they have the whole body in a cell that they
have contained all that makes up the person. Bur a prisoner is not a geometrical
figure, and an approach which is successful in mathematics ts wholly unsuccessful
when dealing with human beings.

In the case of the human we are not dealing only with the single individual, we
are also dealing with the ideas and beliels which have motivated him and which
sustain him, even when his body is confined. In the case of humanity the whole is
much greater than its parts because the whole includes the body, which is measuz-
able and confinable, and the ideas, which cannot be measured or confined.

The ideas which can and will sustain our movement for total freedom and dignity
of the pecple cannot be imprisoned, for they ate to be found in the people, all the
people, wherever they are. As long as the people live by the ideas of freedom and
dignity, there will be no prison which can hold our movement down. Ideas move
from one petson to anather by the association of brothers and sisters who recognize
that a most evil system of capitalism has set us against each other, although our real
enemy is the exploiter who profits from our poverty. When we realize such an idea,
then we come to love and appreeiate our brothers and sisters who we may have seen
as enemies, and those exploiters who we may have seen as friends are revealed for
what they truly are to all oppressed people. The people are rhe idea. The respect
and dignity of the people, as they move roward their freedom, are the sustaining
force which reaches into and out of the prison. The walls, the bars, the guns and
the guards can never encircle or hold down the idea of the people. And the people
must always carry forward the idea which is their dignity and beauty.

The prison operates with the concept that since it has a persont’s body it has his
entire being, because the whole cannot be greater than the sum of the parts, They
put the body in a cell and seem to get some sense of relief and security from that
fact. The idea of prison victory, then is that when the person in jail begins to act,
think, and believe the way they want him to, they have won the bartle and the
person is then "rehabilitated.” But this cannot be the case because thase who oper-
ate the prisons have failed to examine their own beliefs thoroughly, and they fail to

1
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understand the types of people they attempt to contrel. Therefore, even when the
prison thinks it has won, there is no victory.

There are two types of prisoners, The largese number are those who accept the
legitimacy of the assumptions upon which the society is based. They wish to acquire
the same goals as everybody else: money, power, and conspicuous consumption. In
order to do so, however, they adopt techniques and methods which the society has
defined as illegitimate. When this is discovered such people are put in jail. They
may be called “iflegirimate capiralists” since cheir aim is o acquire everything capi-
talist sociery defines as legitimate, The second type of prisoner is the one who
rejects the legitimacy of the assumptions upon which the society is based. He argues
that the people at the botrom of che society are exploited for the profit and advan.
tage of those at the top. Thus, the oppressed exist and will always be used eo main-
tain the privileged starus of the expleiters. There is no sacredness, there is ng
dignity in either exploiting or being exploited. Although this system may make the
sociery function at a high level of technological efficiency, it is an ilegitimate sys-
tem, since it rests upon the suffering of humans who are as worthy and as dignified
of those who do not suffer. Thu, the second type of prisoner says that the society
is corrupt and illegitimate and must be overthrowr. This second type of prisoner is
the “political prisoner.” They do not accept the legitimacy of the society and can-
Dot participate in its corruption and exploitation, whether they are in the prison or
on the block.

The prison cannot gain a victary over either eype of prisoner no matrer how hard
it tries, The “iflegitimate capiralisy” recognizes that if he plays the game the prison
wants him to play he will have kis time reduced and be released to continue his
activities. Therefore, he is willing ro go through the prison programs and say the
things the prison authorities wanc to hear. The prison assumes he is “rehabilitared”
and ready for the society. The priscner has really played the prison’s game so thar
he can be released to resume pursuit of his capitalist goals. There is no victory, for
the prisaner from the “git-go” accepted the idea of the society. He pretends to
accept the ides of the prison as a part of the game he has always played.

The prison cannot gain a victory over the political prisoner because he has noth-
ing to be rehabilitated from or ro. He refuses to accept the legitimacy of the system
and refuses to participate. To participate is to admic that the society is legitimate
because of its exploitarion of the oppressed. This is the ides which the political
prisoner does not accept for which he has been imprisoned, and this is the reason
why he cannot cooperate with the system. The political prisoner will, in fact, serve
his time just as will the “illegitimate capitalist.” Yer the idea which motivated and
sustained the pelirical prisoner rests in the peaple. All the prison has is the body.

The dignity and beauty of man rests in the human spirit which makes him more
than simply a physical being. This spirit must never be suppressed for exploitation
by others. As long as the peaple recognize the beauty of their human spiries and
move against suppression and exploitation, they will be carrying out one of the most
beautiful ideas of all time. Becayse the human whole is much preater than the sum
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of its parts. The ideas will always he among the people. The prison cannot be victo-

rious because walls, bars and guards cannot conquer or hold down an idea.

NOTE

Criginally published in Angela ¥. Davis and Bexrina Aptheker, eds., If They Come in the
Morming (MNew York: Third Press, 1971}, 50~36.



Chapter Five

George Jackson

GeorgehLester Jackson was bom on Seprember 23, 1941, on the West Side of Chi-
cgagc-. tle second of Georgia and Lester Jackson’s five children. Ge
gc;:;g; strflme?ake, was \rer{y protective, and forbade Gearge and his sister from
utside alone except for school and errands, He
strated a mind of his own. In his pri tion ¢ sy Earmars demon:
1 : . prison letrers, Jackson at times harshly cricici
hfs parents, castigating his mocher for teaching him “obedience” and hi yf;rll'flcms
his “neo-slaye” mentaliry,  father for
The family maved among Chicago’s urban neighborhoods
theb Troop Street Projects, where for Georg ’
police became routine. In 1956, seeking

grred hl;s post office job.tﬂ Los Angeles. Yer, soon after settling in Los Angeles
eorge began to have scrious confrontations with the law. After an arrem [eclgb ,
}gllary and possession of 3 stolen motorcyele (which he claimed to have uf')cha SE-
€ was sent to the Paso Robles Schoal for Boys, an institution of thepCalif;:niz;

Yourh Authority. In Paso Rebles, he avoided disciplinary attention for the duration

of his seven- i
pr his se month sentence by reading the work of Rafae] Sabatint and Jack

o In ]13?8', afew rgonths after hif parole, Jackson and several friends were arrested
IEr 10 e;&es to which he pled guilty. He escaped from the Bakersfield jail and was
lgq?gtjlrek o se;[rve the rest of his sentence. Afrer his release, on September 18
Dfse\;e ;1; ’ic;lr; ii Dilg;fh;_[ cir:;::e tldwlet getawfay car after hfis friend robbed a gas statior:
: lazs. ed o contess in return for a light sentence: the j
E?;in::;? cnr;i-ro—lzfe, a sentence designed to allow judiciafﬂexibi[iry, l'auteﬁlrl':llcilfl:
! l?'fp € sentencing in tl"lf:‘. hands of prison administrators. Jackson’s one year
came e Imprisonment. Initially senr to Soledad Prison, he was transferred
igastdfour times during his incarceration. During his first ylcars, he and hisrrzlo:;
C;lEe[I;d Itf:‘l*e\;/ C;?r;, g!alll:u:d power and respect within prison as the leaders of a gang
o ?(5 ack.” Each year, Jackson was denied parole because of infractions.
ge Jackson entered prison during a time whep prisoners like Eldridge

orgia Jackson,

ultimately settling in
e Jackson truancy and conflicrs with the
10 protect his son, Lester Jackson trans.
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Cleaver, who would author Soul on Ice and becorme a national leader of the Black
Panther Party, were beginning to undertake serious srudy of their conditions of
incarceration. W. L. Nolen, a major figure in this movement, was the first to intro-
duce Jackson to radical philosophy. As Jackson’s disciplinary record grew, he was
forced to spend up to twenty-three hours a day in solicary confinement. There he
read Karl Marx, V. L. Lenin, Leon Trowky, Friedrich Engels, Mao Tse-tung (Ze-
dong), and other political theorists. In 1968, Jackson, Nelen, David Johnsen, Carr,
and other revoluticnary convicts began leading “ethnic awareness classes"—study
groups on radical philosophy. These meetings led to the formation of the Black
Guerilla Family, a revolutionary organization (described by authorities as a “gang”)
that prockaimed black prisoners’ rights to self-defense.

In January of 1969, Jackson and Nolen were transferred to Soledad Prison, a
notoriously racist penal site among racist prisons. In the O Wing, which housed
Soledad's most dangerous captives, racial tension led to the closing of the exercise
yard. Nolen and five other black inmates were preparing civil suits against the O
Wing guards for their complicity in creating a dangerously racially divisive atmo-
sphere.

On January 13, 1970, guards reopened the O Wing exercise yard, and released a
racially mixed group of prisoners, fully aware of che potential for violence.? The
fight that began {mmediately was quickly ended by guard Opie Miller, a sharp-
shooter who fired four shots, killing African American inmates Nolen (Jackson’s
mentor), Cleveland Edwards, and Alvin Miller, and wounding a white prisoner.?
Three days later, a Monterey Counry grand jury ruled the deaths “jusrifiable homi-
cide.” Following the publicizing of the ruling, guard John V. Mills was thrown to his
death from the third tier of Y Wing—George Jackson's cellblock.

Cne month later, with no physical evidence, Jackson, Fleeta Drumgo, and John
Clucherte were indicted for killing Mills. Huey P. Newton requested that his attor-
ney, Fay Stender, meet with Jackson. After doing so, Stender subsequently formed
the Scledad Brothers Defense Committee, which eventually was headed by Angela
Davis.t

Stender also arranged for the publication of the influential Soledad Brother: The
Prison Lewters of George Jackson. Two months before its publication, Jackson's sevan-
reen-year-old brother, Jonathan, entered the Marin County Courthouse—with
weapons registered in the name of Angela Davis—during the trial of prisoner James
McClain, who was charged with the attempted stabbing of a Soledad guard. Jona-

than Jackson armed MeClain and, with prisoner witnesses Ruchell Magee and Wil-
lizm Christmas, herded the assistanc district attorney, Judge Harold Haley, and
three jurors into a van parked outside. Law enforcement officers fired upon the
parled van without regard for the hostages, as was prison policy, killing Christmas,
McClain, and Jackson; wounding Magee; and killing Haley and wounding other
hostages.

The following version of events is pieced together from a variety of (sometimes
contradictory) sources. On August 21, 1971, Stephen Bingham {(who had replaced
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Stender as Jackson's atcarney} visited George Jackson, at San Quentin. Inside Bing-
ham’s tape recorder were hidden a 9mm pistol and an Afro wig, During cheir meet.
ing in a private attorney room, Bingham allegedly gave Jackson the gun, which he
placed on his head and covered wich the wig. A guard later noticed something pro-
truding from Jackson’s hair and asked to sce fc.” Discovered, Jackson loaded and
fired the gun, subduing the gvard(s) and freeing most of the prisoners in the Adjust.
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1971

There exists already a new unitarian and progressive current in the movement cen-
tering around political prisoners. The guestion at this point, 1 feel, is how to
develop unitarian conduct further—against the natural resistance of establishment
machinations—through the creation of new initiatives and a dialectic so clear in
its argumentation, presentation and implementation that it will of its own weight
force the isolation of reactionary elements. Both individual-attitudinized and orga-
nized reaction must be isolated.

Unitary conduct implies a “search” far that something in common, a conscious
reaching for the relevant, the entente, and in our case especially the reconcilable.
Throughout the centralizing-authoritarian process of American history, the ruling
classes have found it expedient, actually necessary to insinuate upon the people
instrumentalities designed to discourage and punish any genuine opposition to hier-
archy. There have always been individuals and groups who rejected the ideal of soci-
ety above society. The men who placed themselves above society through guile,
fortuitous outcome of circumstance and sheer brutality have developed two princi-
pal institutions to deal with any and all serious disobedience—the prison and insti-
tutionalized racism. There are more prisons of all categories in the United States
than in all other countries of the world combined. There are at all times two-thirds
of a million people or more confined to these prisons. Hundreds are destined to be
executed outripht legally and thousands quasi-legally. Other thousands will never
again have any freedom of movement barring a revolurionary change in all the insti-
tutions that combine to make up the order of things. Twvo thirds of a million peaple
may not seem like a great number compared against the total population of nearly
two hundred and five million.! However compared to the one million who are
responsible for all the affairs of men within the extended state, it constitutes a strik-
ing contrast not at all coincidental, and perhaps deserving of carefi] analysis. What
I want to explore now are a few of the subtle elements that | have chserved to be
standing in the path of a much needed united front (nonsectarian) to effectively
reverse the legitimatized rip-off.

I witl emphasize again that prisons were not institationalized on so masstve a scale
by the people. Though all crime can be considered a manifestation of antithess,
some crime does wotk out to the well understood detriment of the people. Most
crime, however, is clearly the simple effect of a grossly disproportionate distribution
of wealth and privilege, a reflection of the state of present property relations. There
are no wealthy men on death row, and so very few in the general prison population
that we can discount them altogether—imprisonment is an aspect of class struggle
from the outset. A closed saciety intended to isolate those who quite healthfully

disregard the structures of a hypocritical establishment with their individual
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actions, and those who would crganize a mass basis for such action. U.S. history is
replete with examples of both types, the latter extending from the early Working
Men's Benevolent Association through the events surrounding the Ancient Order
of Hibemians, The Working Men's Party who organized against the excesses of the
1877 depression, all the way to the present era when the Communist Party was
banned (during this country’s fascist takeover), and the Black Panther Parry in the
practical sense assaulted and banned.

The hypocrisy of Ametikan fascism will not allow it to openly declare that it
does hold political offenders—thus the hundreds of versions of conspitacy laws and
the highly sophisticated frame-up. This is the first point of attack in the educational
sense. Why do prisons exist in such numbers, what is the real underlying economic
motive of crime, and the diacritical breakdown of types of offenders or victims? If
offenders is the better term it must be clearly presented that the language of the law
is definitely weighted and deceptive, it should be clear that when one “offends” the
totalitarian state it is patently not an offense against the people of that state, offend-
ing the state translates into an assault upon the privilege of the peivileged few,

Could anything be moere ridiculous than the officious titles to indictments read-
ing: “The People of the State . . . vs. Babby Seale and Ericka Huggins” or “The
People of the State . . . vs. Angela Davis and Ruchell Magee.” What people are
referred tol—clearly the hierarchy, the armed minority.

Then in the John Doe cases where an actual robbery or theft was commitred, we
must elucidate the real causes of economic crimes; or any crime, of passion against
repression, the chrill crime, we must be all inclusive. All crime is motivated by sim-
ple economic oppression, or the psycho-social effects of an economic order that was
decadent 100 years ago. Objective socio-economic conditions equals social produc-
tive or counter-praductive activity, in all cases determined by the economic system,
the method of economic organization, the maintenance of that organization against
the forces of progress that would change it. Even the psychology of the sick individ-
ual, perpetrater of a “thrill crime” must ultimately be teaced to a sick society.

Prisoners must be reached and made to understand thae they are victims of socia!
injustice. This is my task working from within (while I'm here—my persuasion is
that the war goes on no matter where one may find himself on bourgeois dominated
soil}. The sheer numbers of the prisoner class and their terms of existence make
them a mighty reservoir of revolutionary potential. Working alone and from within
a steel enclosed society there is very listle that people like myself can do to free the
retrained potential revolutionary. That is part of the task of the "Prison Move-
ment.” “The People of the State . . . vs. John Doe” is as tenuous as the clearly
political frame-ups. It's like stating “The People vs. The People.” Man against him-
self.

The “Prison Movement” serves another important political end. 1t makes the
ruling class conscious of our determination to never surrender our economic right
to hold the implements of production in our own hands short of physical death.
Detention will not check our movement. The August 7th? movement and all actual
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acts of, and attempts to, puc the keeper to death serve this notice best, They also
hint at the ultimate goal of revolutionary tensciousness at every level of struggle,
the major level at the point of production, and al| the substructural levels, The goal
is always the same: the <reation of an infrastruceure capable of fielding a peaple’s
army.

Theze should be no one among us who still doesn’t understand that revolution is
aggeessive, and that the making of demands on the manipulators of the system, that
they cannot or will nor tneet must eventually move us all into 5 violeat encounter
with thar system one day. These are the terming] years of capitalism and as we move
into significant areas of antiestablishmenr activities, history clearly forewarns us
that when the prestige of power fails & vielenr episode precedes its transformarion.

We can attempt to limit the scope and range of violence in revolution by mobiiiz-
ing as many parrisans as passible at every level of sacio-economic life, bur consider.
ing che hold thar the ruling class of this country has on the apolitical in general
and its history of violence, nothing could he mare predictable than civil disorders,
perhaps even civil war. | don't dread either, for there are no good aspects of monop-
oly capital, no good or beneficial Euarantees, so no reservations need be recognized
in its destruction, No interpretation of what revolution will be is required really,
not in the U.S., not in the face of monopoly capital. As it stands above us monapoly
capital is an abstruction that leaves us in the shade and has made us its servan, It
must be completely destroyed, not rejected, not simply rransformed, but destroyed
utrerly, rorally, ruthlessly, relentiessly—as immediately as possible terminated!

With this as 2 common major goal it would seem that unitarian conduct of afl
parties concernad in active antiestablishmenr seruggle on various levels should find
livtle difficulty in developing initiatives and new methods consistent with the poals
of mass soclery.

Regretfully this has not been the case, although as I stated there can be detected
n the prison movement the beginnings of a unitary current cutting across the ideo-
logical, racial and cultural barricades thar have i ai times past blocked the natura]
coalition of left wing forces, This brings us to another vita| aspect of che activity
surrounding polirical prisoners, Perhaps on our substructural level wirh steadily
actentive effores ar building the united front we can provide an example for the
partisans engaged at other levels of struggle, The issues involved and the dialectic

at the problem from a single party line or merhodical singularity. The reverse of
this is actually desirable. “From al] according to ability.” Each partisan, outside the
vanguard elemencs, should proceed in a popularization strategy in the area of their
nawral environmenr, the places where they putsue their normal lives when not
attending the rallies and demonstrations, The vanguard elements (organized party
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worlers of all ideclogical persuasion) go among the peo'plc: conce:::rated_ Zt the ral.
lying point with elevation strategy, promoting commitment an IE{rr_nirl ing con-
crete, clearly defined activity for them to po;:ufa:nze. The vangf.;gl e efmlents are
first searching out people who can and will conmbu{te to the building o t;e com-
mune, the infrastructure-—(with pen and clipl?oard in hand)“fc‘)r thﬂ.sebwdlo .::lani
not yet take thar step a “packet” of pamphlets is provided for use in their in ividua
pur[jilit:: of the left factions in this subscructural aspect ?E §he.movem1:nt, ‘whmh
centers around political prisoners and prisons in general, is mgmf?canit then in :Ev;
eral ways. With our example we can begin ro bn';:ak t:hc.: olld behawfora : pattEe;ns ﬁ:a
have repeatedly won bourgeois capitalism, its n?perlahsmb and ascl‘sn'l,f ife after
death over the last several decades. We free & massive potential reservair 10 pal'tISEns
for cadre work, and finally we begin to address one of the most complex psycf o-
social by-products thet economic man with his privare enterprise has manufac-
— m. - .
l:urlifi-. s::?c:llihis most critical barrier to our needs of unity FoF las‘c. R'amsm fls a ques-
tion of ingrained traditional artitudes conditioned tl}rough lnStltU[IDnS.—-}-] Or some,
it is as natural a reflex as breathing. The psychosocial effects of ti.ie dic :Ij;omous
habitudes set up by a particularly sensitized racism ::'.Urnpoundec.i w1th‘ the : ute:es;
of class repression has served in the past to El‘elil.dl?r us tall :_::racmcally inactive, an
t progressive action, particufarly impotent. |
WI}?; :tfi:etctlel?fpt isppofsrsible in this country the major obstacl(.e must be conzldered
racism, white racism to be blunt. The categories can l}:e b?st 51mp¥1ﬁed'by rex uci?g
them to three, the overt self-satisfied racist who doesn't dE{lgn 1o hrc?e his antlpaé v,
the self-interdicting racist who harbors and nurtures racism in spite of their EbS;: ;
efforts, and the unconscious racist, product of preconceived notions that must
f history. .
bla;mdii}? the exi[::ence of Black raclsm outright, by fiar I deny . ‘Too much Bla;:lk
bload has flowed berween the chasm that separates the races, it's ﬁ:nd?.mentg ty
unfair to expect the Black man to differentiate at a .glance the se[f-.ac'ceptmg“zgf:xsk,
the self-interdicting racist and the unconscious racist. The ap:nloglsts rerm lac
racism"” is either a healthy defense reflex on the parl:.of the smcere.Black ﬁirtlsan
actempting to deal wich the realistic problems of survival and elevation, or the rac-
i vernment stooge organs,
mrgfgl{:cﬁcp:rtism we mgust ?;cognize and allow for the existence of all tll'llr]v;::
types of racists, as we accept ourselves in relation thereto, but all mu{ft sn:co e
viewed as the effect of the system. It is a system thar must be crushed rst(,1 r
continues to manufacture new and deeper contradictions of hth class an bractt;
Once it is gone we may be able to address in depth the_e{ﬁ:cts of its prej-'e;ce uzn
a great extent, we must combat racism while we are in the process o esl;ril}i'nj
it. The psycho-social effects of hundreds of years qf mutually exclusz\{e z;tttl g
positions on race and class and symbols, hierarchy in gf':neral must ’Pe iso %de 1
The self-interdicting racist, no matter what his acquired conviction or ideclogy,
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will seldom be able to contribuce with his actions in any really conerere way. Their
role in revolution, barring a change of basic character, will be minimal throughout.
Whether the basic character of 4 man can be changed at all is still a question. Bur
««. we have in the immediacy of the "issues in question” cthe perfecr opportunity to
test the validity of marerialise philesophy again.

The need for unirarian condyct goes much deeper than the liberation of Angela
[Davis], Bobhby [Seale], Ericka [Huggins), {Ruchell] Magee, Los Siete [de |a Raza,
[Reies Lopes] Tijerina, white draft resisrers and now the indomitable and faithfu]
James Carr.t We have fundamental strategy to be proved—rested and proved. The
activity surrounding the prorection and liberation of people who fight for us is an
important aspect. of the struggle, but it is important only if it provides new initia-
tives that redirect and advance the revolution under new progressive methods.
There must be a collective redirection of the old guard, the factory and union agira-
tor, with pamphlet and silenced pistol, the campus activist who can counter the ili-
effects of fascism ar its training site, the lumpen-proletarian intellectuals with revoly-
tionary scientific socialist attirudes to deal with the masses of street peaple living
outside the system already. Black, Brown, White are victims, fight! At the end of
this massive collective struggle we will uncover our new man; he is a creation of the
process, the future, he will be berter equipped to wage the real struggle, the perma-
nent strugle after the revolution—the one for new relationships between man,
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Chapter Six
Dhoruba Bin Wahad

Dhoruba Bin Wahad {Richard Moore) was bam in the South Bronx in 1944, Like
most members of the Black Pancher Party (BPP), he was young, only twenty-three,
when he left a Bronx gang, the Disciple Sportsmen, and joined the newly formed
New York Panther chapter in 1968, The New York chapter quickly became one of
the four major chapters of the Oakland-based group, managing other chapters and
beanches along the Eastern Seaboard. Bin Wahad, a skilied orator and one of the
party’s early leaders, worked on tenancs' righes, police brutality, and drug rehabilita-
tion programs in Harlem, the South Bronx, and Brooklyn, He helped to develop the
Lincoln Derox center, a hospital-based rehabilitation center that used acupuncture
rather than methadone maintenance for drug addiction. It was possibly one of the
earliest examples of the Rainbow Coalition, with the Young Lords Party and the
Young Parriots Party joining with the BPP in a community effort to cureail drug abuse.
The New York Police Department (NYPD), in complicity with COINTELPRO
operatives, indicted Bin Wahad and owenty other leaders of the New York BPP, dhe
"New York 21,” on April 2, 1969, for more then one hundred conspiracy charges
thar included plots ro assassinate New York City potice officers and dynamite city
department stores, & botanical garden, a police station, and a railroad tight-of-way.
This case was a timely blow to ane of the key arms of the national Black Panther
organizing body. The charges were without foundation and would be dismissed
later. However, in the aftermach of the arrests and warrants, the New York 21 were
incarcerated, and the New York Panther leadership decimared by the spurious
charges. Bin Wahad and Michael Cetewayo Tabor were released on bail and later
fled rthe counery during the trial because of a Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)-
initiated piot to incite the national BPP teadership, under Huey Newton, to assassi-
nate them. After ewo years in prison and an eight-month-long trial, all the Black
Panther Party defendants, including Bin Wahad and Tabor in absentia, were acquit-
ted by a jury. Jury deliberarions lasted less than an houe, and the verdict was

returned on May 13, 1971. Bin Wahad returned to the United Staces, yet remained
underground.
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The NYPD apprehended Bin Wahad outside an “after hours” bar 'm. the Bronx
in June of 1971 and charged him with the arcempred murder of two pFJllCE officers,
Thomas Curry and Nicholas Binetri, in Manhartan two months.earher. T“}1e case
that ensued set the precedent for what became known. as l:he‘ Joint Terrorist Task
Force, a joint investigative effort among New York City Police, New Ygrlc State
Police, and the FBI, After three trials 151 the case gf The Peof;e é) Di;ombatgt?i gﬂf}f“;

nvicred in July of 1973 and sentenced to rwenty-five vears .
?:artaiitii, the Churc-TIn éommittee Senate hearings brought COENTELPBQ u.nder
{semi-) public scrutiny and Bin Wahad's lawyers subsequently filed a civil rlghlts
action to procitre all documents pertatning to him and l:'he Black‘ Panther Party in
New York. Five years later, they received aver 300,000 highly excised and unre.ada-
ble documents that disclosed forged letters, phone calls, and anonym.uus. articles
aimed ar defaming the repurarion, alliances, and unity of the BPP. Significantly,
the documents also conrained aver rwo hundred previo,.isly undisclosed pages of
three FBI reports pertaining to Bin Wahad's case, includmg a record of an anony-
mous call to the police in which the prosecution’s key w1tm‘3‘ss. Pal.'lh:le Joseph,
exonerated Bin Wahad.! The defense received the final set of “Newkill” (an acro-
nym referring to killings in New York that the agency “.ran.ted to connect ro the
BPF) documents in 1987, twelve years after the initial civil rights action to procure
the evidence. Citing the inconsistency and possible perjury of Pauline Joseph in the
1973 trial and conviction, Dhoruba Bin Wahad and his lawyers filed for a retrial. A
New York Supreme Court granted a retrial on March 22, 19.90, and released Bin
Wahad from prison. The Districr Artorney's office distaissed his case on January 191é
1995, formally ending the twenty-six-year struggle that began with the New Yor
21;;?2\:.&1;230 lawsuits in 1995 and 2000, Dhoruba Bin Wahad received s'ettle;
ments for personal damages from the FBI and the City of New York, respectzvelY:
With these funds, Bin Wahad founded the Campaign to Free Blfn;k and. New Afri-
kan Political Prisoners (formerly the Campaign o Free Black Political Pnsoners‘and
Prisoners-of-War) and esrablished the Institute for the Development of Pan-African
policy in Accra, Ghana.
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COINTELPRO and the Destruction of

Black Leaders and Organizations
December 1992

The concept of a counterintelligence program is 4 strategy or a series of operations
carried out, supposedly against a foreign government, designed to counter their
intelligence work within the United States or within a pacticular society. It’s a war
strategy, But here it has mainly been employed against peaple of color, It was first
employed against the CP USA, [Communist Party USA). Many of us who look back
historically realize that it was also employed against the [Marcus) Garvey mave-
ment. In fact, that was the first rime it was employed against an crganized, modern
national liberation movement. We also know, however, that the techniques of the
counterintelligence program began on the plantation.

The most basic strategy of any counterintelligence program is to confuse the
enemy and have them believing what you want them to believe. But also it has
another aspect to it, the aspect that we know as terrorism-—intimidation and vio-
lence, making examples of leaders, making examples of people who resist. The
United States government petfected these techniques in Southeast Asia against the
people’s movement in Vietnam. Many of the police professionals who would later
lead the war of suppression against the FALN' and the Black Liberation Army went
on year-long sabbaticals to Victnam to be trained in the Phoenix program. For
those of you who may not be aware of it, the Phoenix program was a program cartied
out by the CIA, and its objective was to oot out the infrastructure and the cadres
and troops of the National Liberation Front, the so-called Vier Cong.? They killed
over 50,000 people in this effort, many of whom were tortured and most of whom
were murdered in their sleep, much like Fred Hampton [the Chicago Black Pancher
leader].

The techniques of “low intensity warfare,” of counterinsurgency, of terrorism,
these techniques were perfected over a period of time and were used in very effective
ways against the Black liberation movement. Especially during periods of upsurge in
aur consciousness and our activities, Earlier in the century, when Marcus Garvey
began to build the United Negro Improvement Association [UNIA), and buile it
into a naticnal vrganization of over a million Black men and women, and became
a significant threat in the eyes of the racist status quo in this society, the then fledg-
ting FBI took on the task of destroying Marcus Garvey. They did destroy him in the
sense that they managed to imprison him on false income tax evasion charges,
deport him from the country, and use infilteators and undercover agents to sow dis-
sensior within his organizarion.

The fragmentation of ¢he UNIA led directly to the establishment of a number of
organizations that we now know abour. The primary one, of course, was the Nation
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of Islam, but other movements came o
, ut of the fragmented Garve moveme
t
}veli_.l It is important ro understand that our of the fragmentarion of Ehat move;lle::
1 the 19205 and early 19305, the rypes of individuals that came forward to fill the

latans to con artists, from buffoons to idiots, They came forward with vario
messages of liberation that, in and of themselves, may sound absurd g ys to::iaus
bur hecguse of the desperation of oppressed people, because of the psycholo icyl’
preparation that slavery had made amorg Black people and people of color ingl:hfil
society, many fell victim to thar, We know ahour Sweer Daddy Grace, we | y
abuut’ Father Divine, we know about the pie-in-the-sky, pork chop rea'che mﬁw
organized in the wake of the dissolurion of that strong nationalise mai:s move:;:xt?
The same thing happened in the 19705 once the militant, revolutiona win .F
the Black movement was destroyed. We need to understand our movegent vgeo
clearly. We need o analyze it very clearly. At the height of the Black libera,tiar:

differed .ideologically. What had happened? Whar had heppened s that the Coun.
rerintelligence Program, in order to be effective, had to capirtalize on the weaknesses

E b
. : in eIlBIaI dlld o dle WE&kI’lESSES Df ﬂ}e Black nlo"eIHEIlt

REPRESSION AND “LEADERSHIP SELECTION"

analyze our role in how things failed. Many of us do nor realize, for instance, th
the Counterintelligence Program did not just targer organization’s that were re;v lat
tlona.ry. Many of us think thar i¢'s a badge of distinction when the government i
surveillance on us and goes afier us. We feel thar if the enemy is warchin T e
must be doing something right. We fegl that if the governmene is concern %USI; "
what we're saying, we must be saying something right. Thar's nor the case ot
The Counteringell igence Program went after buffoons and geniuses alike:- It went
aftt?r people whose ideology was clearly reactionary, whose ideology was: cl:e?
designed to co-opt a legitimate revolutionary consciousness on the part of Bl::lt

ouL

) . individual
or & sincere combatant in che struggle for civil rights, but it is to say that Dr. Martin

COINTELPRO and the Destruction 09

Luther King represented a tendency in the Black movement that was conciliatory,
A rendency that was, at best, challenging the system in order to become part of it.
But the Counterintelligence Program made Dr. Martin Luther King a number one
target. At the same time it made Stokely Carmichael, Rap Brown, and SNCC [the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee] number one targets. At the same
time it began to focus over eighty-five percent of its operations in the Black commu-
nity on the Black Pancher Party.

What we are saying here is that organizations from the Nartion of Islam to the
SCLC [the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, headed by Martin Luther
King, Jt.] and organizations from cutrural nationalist groups on the right to cultural
nationalist groups on the left were all rargets of the United States countetinsur-
gency and counterintetligence program. This being the case, we cannot but con«
clude chat the basis for COINTELPRO, the reason that it existed and the reason
that it went after Black activists, Black preachers, etc., was to weaken and destroy
any kind of independent organizations of Black people that were not under the
direct control of the racist forces in this country.*

It’s very important ta understand this, because today, we are confronted with the
consequences of what happened. Today, many of the individuals who collaborated
with the system, who benefited from the murders of Black Panthers, who benefired
from the destruction of organizarions that militantly espoused self-determination
for Black people, are in positions of power and influence. These individuals have
gotten to these positions because they identify on a very fundamental level with the
system that oppresses us. This is important to us because the greatest task before us
as a community, before we can even talk about challenging the power structure, is
to “challenge, neurralize, and destroy,” w0 use their terms, the Black middle class
that identifies with the system. We have tw completely strip them of their power.
Their power, like the power of the preacher on the plantation, is derived from their
direct relationship to the racists who control this sociery. This is why preachers in
this city can endorse someone like [Senaror Alphonse] D’Amato [R-NY], a known
and vociferous enemy of people of color. Black so-called clergymen can endorse
D’Amato. They can endorse him because chey can pick up the phone and get a
favor from him when we go to them crying abour some injustice in our community
and D’Amato responds to them.

Power and leadership in our communicy has always been a question of the rela-
tionship of the power base to the dominant power seructure. This means that leader-
ship behind closed doors is a way of life. This means that undercover desls are a
way of life. This means that unprincipled opportunism is a quality that Black leaders
must have in order to survive in this racist society. The fact that we have the [eaders
that we have, the fact that we have the Jesse Jacksons and the Wyatt T. Walkers
and the David Dinkinses,’ the fact that we have these individuals leading us today
is a testimony to the effectiveness of the Counterintelligence Program. That's my
MIJor point.

Our failure 1o understand the limitations of cultural nationalism led to the situs-
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tion in the 1960s in which cultural nationalists such as Ron Karenga could carry out
the brutal assassination of Black Panthers at the behest of the Los Angeles Police
Department and be tavited today to the college campuses to pontificace. Would you
invite Jonas Savimbi [che head of UNITA, the pro-South African gOVEInIment,
CIA-supported Angolan counterrevolutionary organization] here to talk abourt his
position in Angola? Would you sit here and listen to [the ZulufSouth African reac-
tionary chief and apartheid coliaborator Gatsha] Buthelezi discuss why Inkatha is
doing what it is doing? These are butchers of Black peaple. We do not understand
why people who have participated in the murder of Black revolurionaries today are
lauded as scholars and leaders in our community. Ron Karenga is but one of them.

He is the most classic example of the Savimbis and the Buthelezis among us. I want

you to understand that he was effective because he was & narrow cultural nation-
alist.s

CUETURAL NATIONALISM VS.
REVOLUTIONARY NATIONALISM

Revolutionary nationalism represented the type of nationalism that understood that
there was a common, solidarity berween all people under the same economic and
soctal political systemn. This oppression has its historical roots in the development of
European hegemony and power in the world. A revolutionary nationalist, therefore,
understands that intemnationalism is based upon an ideology and understanding of
who the enemy is, and what the limitations are of the enemy's program and ideol-
ogy. Cultural nationalists, on the other hand, said that to be Black is sufficient, that
our African-ness was 5o unique in and of itself that we need not aspire to struggle
in any arena other than the arena of Aftican culture; that we first of all had to
become aware of how beautiful we were, and we fiest of all had to become aware of
our ancient African tradirions and ways.

Of course, I am not one to disparage our traditions and our ways and our ances-
tors. Our ancestors have gotten us here; our ancestors’ spirits have provided for us in
a society chat was bent on out destruction. However, preceding every revolutionary
struggle, cultural awareness arises and becomes a mass awareness. Preced ing the
upsurges of the 1960s Black people began to rediscover wha they were. They began
to take the conk out of their hair, started wearing cheir hair narurally. Black women
started taking the makeup off their face and became proud of their big African lips.
Black men stopped curling and frying and dyeing their haic; they started wearing
Afros and dashikis, We started renaming ourselves in the tradirion of our ancestors.
We embraced religions that reflected who we were. This cultural awareness preceded
revolutionary consciousness.

e enemy 5 a studenc of history. They know our history better than we do.
They analyzed the history and religions and trends in saciety around the world and
they came to certain eonclusions. One of the conclusions they came to is that cul-

COINTELPRO and the Destruction 101

wieal nationalism in and of itself is reactionary. It v.:i!l .never‘ lead to th.eb lerrgpowar—
f people unil it is politicized. Once it is politicized, it can possibly become
meni: i F:; So the key was to stop the politicization of our cultural awareness.
’r]?hvgrz;;?-e Iirll'l.cliw.lidt.uatls who preached narrow cultural nationalism had to be sup-
, to be promoted.
poﬁe??ﬁ?&aﬁ%iiiz‘a;a;y ca?ne upon the scene in the 1960s, it was the f:lISt
Black organization in contemporary times thgt, number cne, “kr)as a ;aie ci:crigamzaé
rion and, number two, had a revolutionary ideclogy that eml raceh he : ca ;;n
tion. thar there were Black enemies of Black. peoPle based on their class con-
et This was difficult for the cubtural nationalists to deal with in the 1960s.
icllc?::;?s';.hey were into having Black women walking rhree steps behind them.
They were into speaking Swahili and refusing to tall vo any white fglkf .undetz almy
circumstances. They said that hecause the Black Pant}}er Parry had ¢ ;;s position
and this analysis, white folks were controlling it. They said that we were fratemnizing
with white people and there were white people in the Black Pantl;ler El?;;-tyl o
When you look at the counterincelligence documents, you see t e FBI play o
this. They sent false information and letters to the Black student unions al._lroun [:1
country in order to keep the Panthers off the.campus. And the wa;,' they w?uts
couch their letters was in the phrases and remminology f’f the f:ultfuxl-zsiatl‘ogal ists.
The letters said that the Panthers were hanging out with \?’hlt.e oh : Wllt' I,Tl;
kies—vyou know the terminclogy they used. They would brllng in the ocsi :am Eg
of the FBI building and say, “Look, Brother C'oon,l why don't you \Lfnte \;f; teiher
us? You know, use that al’ coon talk thac you talk.’ Yc#i. Fhey did t t;:t. eln hg
nsed to place their phone calls they used ro get the janitors and i abpeupsz :;1 "
used to clean the offices {n the FBI building to place the phone ;a s B;:caltl t:
couldn’t imitate the speech patterns of Black people, and rhey ‘ha no Black agents.
This is all in the documents. This is all in the Church Qomp1ttee mvebstlgatlzn.k
So we need to understand thar cultural nationalism, historically, has elenda rl':\ e
on our revolutionary consciousness when the mass movement has. no fei e:rl_:"sI 1131;
They understood this so well that they went after the most radlcal'wEng [C-‘ the acd
movement. They went after them with guns, indictmel?ts... arwd cn@n;t ization, and
they boosted the reformist wing of the movement by giving them l;tt e n.:arrc;‘E‘S t:r:
tokens and antipoverty programs. They pushed forward the cuI.tura nationa lshi_[ ::
say that the most radical nationalists were people who subscribed to some white,

leftist ideology.

REVOLUTION AND CULTURE

We have to be very clear that the Counterincelligence Progf'a.m was r:iat only af \:l_ala.er
strategy. It was a strategy designed to manipulate the political {an scape Dthme
Black community, manipulate it in a way that we wouild fmd outselves twenty- e
years later in the exact same position we were then. It’s like déja vu. If you ever loc
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at some of the old speeches of Malcolm and look ar some of the videos we're h
ing now, it’s like we're talking about the same thing! [Heavy-weight boxin ‘:;'CC )
pion] Qeorge Foreman was on yesterday talking about decent housing ancgi n?im —
brutality and how we're not going to stop uatil the police stop. All you hadF;: ;e
was to change the date from 1963 1o 1992 and he would have been ralki Eo .
the exact same thing we're talking about now, e e
'So h?w is it that we've managed for twenty-five years to talk abour the sa
Fhmg? ru te‘ll you how it happens, Those individuals whe embraced revolution;n ;
ideas and principles first of all realized that without a radical transformation of Y
ety there :.J.rill be no paossibility of a new type of human being, a non-ex; [osﬁ:cz
human being. A human being that can give the best of himself or herself 1o 1:r.:lt:.[:l
and thereby enrich themselves and enrich society in the process, Revolution me Y
for us, the destruction of oppressive and exploitative systems. This, of cuuans'
1rnp11es. that if there is to be a revolution there have to he revqutior:aries anlc'lse'
revolutfonary mavement, and this movement has to have a cultre, It has to ha .
way to inspire and to commmunicace to irs people. The culture that this socie 1"'5 .
to appropriate, but seldom gives its due to, is the culture of Africans in di?s o
We zfll .know that we are the lifeblood of an otherwise bloodless culture. We I-E'?ra.
that it is gur speech, our style, our very existence that peoples of the wox:ld em lDW
when they emulate so-called American cultuce. It’s our music thar has bec'i: e
renowned worldwide. [t is oyr Poetry, our speech, our clothes; it is our ver bt’:inmE
Therefore, the arena that the Counterintelligence Program focused on Ehe mic
was the arena of the mass culture. The mass culture is an area that is controlled b
what!l' The mass media. There could be no mass calture in this mulritribal soct y
were it not for the electronic media. The mass culture is promoted and promul :3
by Fhe mass mediz. It was in the arena of the mass media that the 1-£~a«*c:[ul:i§:1l "
nationalists had to fiest be discredited. It was in the arena of the mass media i
the arena of the mass culture that our movement had to first be derajled >
We have to take it to the streets. When we look ar the films of the 19605 h
we look at the struggle thar unfolded in the 1960s, there was always that fund'az n
tal beat in the street. [t was always going on in the streets. Without that ha en?: .
today, we are going to be subjected to definition by media. You can't win iic .
they m.anufacture not only consent, they manufacture ideas, They are the ma:t‘-ISE
at putting a spin on something. Madison Avenue pays individuals six-digic f e
to figure out how o subliminally seduce people. o e
We are nat up against a simple system that can be defeated only through debate
of ideas. We have 1o begin to exert some serious force in this issue. Now P'm not
adlvocate of violence. I'm not an advacate of the mindless use o.f force Butol 3“
think thf: judicious application of physical force can bring about a negotia‘ted settl .
ment of issues that are otherwise unresolvable. | think that once we have establfslzt:i—

that our children will no longer i i i
shat our chil get listen to us, then I think we will begin to listen to

oy e e S
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This selection is an edited version of a talk given by Dhomba Bin Wahad in Harlem on

o December 4, 1992, at an African International Forum enticled “Cointelpro, CovertAction,

and the Destruction of Black Leaders and Organizations.” The wlk was manscribed by Lee
DeNoyes. Originally published in Bullerin in Defense of Marxism 11, no. 106 (May 1993):
22-26.

1. Editor's note: Fuerzas Armadas de Liberacion Nacional (Armed Forces of National Lib-
aration) was an underground organization that acted as resistance toward the U.S. coloniza-
tion of Fuerto Rico. Between 1974 and 1980, the FALN was accountable for numerous
actions against LS. military, government, and economic sites that they held responsible for
U.S. domination in Puerto Rica. By 1980, the U.5. government cracked down on the group
through a sertes of artests. Jan Susler, "Unreconstructed Revolurionaries: Taday's Puerto
Rican Polirical Prisoners of War,” in The Puerto Rican Movement, ed. Andres Torres and Jose
E. Velazquez {Philadelphia: Temple Universicy Press, 1998), 145.

1. Editor's note: “Operation Phoenix” was an astassination program undercaken by the
CIA in southern Vietnam. “Special Operations Groups (S0Gs)," acting to suppress dissi-
dent voices, and other military and nonmilisary formarions, operated in a widespread coun-
terinsurgency program. At this time, a Special Operations Service (SOS) was developed in
the United States under the FBE and CIA ro create similar programs domestically. Ward
Churchill and )im Vander Wall, Agents of Repression: The FBI's Secret Wars against the Black

Panther Party and the American Indizn Movement {Boston: South End Press, 1988), 194-95;
Stanton Shelby, U.S. Anny and Allied Ground Forces in Viemam: Ovrder of Baule {Washing-
ton, D.C.: U.S, News Books, 1581), 251-53.

3. Editor's note: Sweet Daddy Grace and Father Divine were leaders of different religious
“cult” groups in Harlem during the Depression. Sweet Daddy Grace formed the House of
Prayes shorrly after Father Divine creaced the Peace Mission. Healing sessions, spiricual gach- .
erings, and Messianic hope served as a way of organizing members of the black communicy.
Many of their adherents were former followers of Marcus Garvey, who praphesied a black
messiah and redemption. Beth groups organized against racial and economic oppression and
attempted tw formulare alternatives with their congregants. Robere Weishort, Father Divine
and the Struggle for Racial Equality {(Urbana: University of Hlinois Press, 1983}, 60-63,
176-78.

4, Editor's note: COINTELPRO was not designed specifically for African Americans or
black progeessives. [k was created and utilized against formations and individuals that chal-
lenged elite dominance and scructural oppression; however, those disproportionately and vio-
lently victimized by COINTELPRQ werr African, Native, or Lating Americans.

5. Editor's note: Civil rights activist Jesse Jackson, Sr.; former Southern Christian Leadeae-
ship Conference leader, New York Reverend Wyatt T. Walker; first elected black New York
Ciry mayor, David Dinkins.

6. Editor's note: The FBI's Counterintefligence Program employed operations in order to
create dissension berween the Black Panther Parcy (BPP) and Ron Karenga’s US. Amang
the tactics used were planting cartoons of each organization characterizing the other in a
negative way. US membess Lilled BPP leaders John Higgins and Bunchy Carter. See Agents
of Repression, 41; Charles E. Jones, ed., The Black Panther Party [Reconsidered] (Baltimore:

Black Classic Press, 1998).



Chapter Seven
Jalil Abdul Muntaqim

Jalit Abdul Muntaqim (Anthony Bottom) was born on October 18, 1951, in Oak-
land, California, and Erew up in San Francisco. Attracted 1o antiracist and civil
rights activism in the 1960s, Bottom began organizing for the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) a5 an adolescent. In high
school, he was often recruited to engage in “speak outs” on behalf of the Black
Student Union (BSU). He also patticipated in street protests against police brutal-
ity.! After the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., in 1968, though, he became
convinced of the need to use armed straregies to combat racist repression.?

At the age of eighteen, Muntagiin joined the Black Pangher Party (BPP). During
this time, between late 1968 and 1969, the hlack underground organization, later
known as the Black Liberation Army (BLA), began to militarize.? The New York
Times in 1971 defined the BLA as a "loosely knit amalgam of terrorists that arose
out of a Black Panther faction.” Muntagim described the formation as “a politica-
military organization, whose primary objective is to fight for the independence and
self-determinarion of Afrikan people in the United States, ™

While those in the Black Panthet Party's abeveground offices focused on organiz-
ing, communicaring with narionwide parey affiliates and orher revolutionary groups,
and forming positive political and social relarions with local black communities
across the country, Muntagim and fellow members of the underground became
experts in military strategy and served as the essentia] “armed wing of the above-
ground political apparatus.” When rthe party split (into Newton vs. Cleaver or
West vs. East Coast factions), however, this balance of skills was disrupted and the
BPP lost polirical support. The BLA continued the movement in their areg of
expertise—armed struggle. Lacking the indispensable political support of the BPF,
and with the alienation of large segments of American and African American com-
munities who disagreed with its violent tactics, the BLA faltered and was eventually

destroyed.
On August 28, 1971, one week after 2 San Quentin prison guard shot and killed
tmprisoncd BPP Field Marshall George Jackson, Muntagim and Albert “Nuh"”
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Washington were arrested in California for the alleged atterqpted lcilliflg of a San
Francisco police sergeant. New York police charged Muntagim, Washmg_toj:x, and
another BPP and BLA member, Herman Bell, with the May ?.I_, _19'?1, killings of
two Hatlem police officers, Waverly Jones and Joseph A. Piagentini$ The shootour
that led to the deaths of the two officers came only rwo days after cwo Ol:he-r NYPD
officers were wounded by gunfire, an incident for which an ANONYIMOS .tn.forme:
declared the BLA responsible.” Using George Jacksen’s murder as substantiation for
a motive of BLA retaliation, police entersd the gun that Muntac_:llm held at the San
Francisco shooting as evidence in the New Yark City murder tnal:f‘

The FBP’s COINTELPRO project to suppress radicals was effectively used to cap-
ture and convict Muntaqim, Washington, and Bell {Bell was arre,s'ted two"years
tater) for the killings. They became known as the “New Yor[t: Thre;. _Accordmg to
Ward Churchilt and Jim Vander Wall, the FB! secured theﬁlr convictions by coer-
cion of witnesses and perjured testimonies.” While Muncaqim, Bell, and Washing-
ton received an evidentiary hearing in 1992, in which they si.lccessfully pfoved Fhe
government’s suppression of evidence and its illegal conduct in their previous trial,
their appeals were denied by the state and federal courts on the grc?un::‘]}s that l:hf:'se
violations, when considered separately, did not warrant a new teial. ‘Muntaglm
and Bell remain incarcerated in New York. Alberr “Nuh” Wa.shl{'tgton died of liver
cancer in April 2000, in New York’s Coxsackie Corrzcti’onaF Facility.1 ‘ ’

Muntagim has remained active as an educator and wrirer in support of prisoners
rights and social justice. In 1976, while ar San Quentir} prison, he la}:nched tl.le
National Prisoners Campaign to petition the United Narions to recognize th’e exis-
tence of political prisoners in the United States.”? Through the N?tlonal Prisoners
Afrikan Studies Project, he participates in the educarion of other inmates, and has
filed numerous lawsuits on behalf of prisoners.” Muntaqim also conceived of the
Jericho '98 March on Washington, which drew tlmusanclst to support of the freedom
of U.S. political prisoners. With Bell, he helps to coordinate Victory Gartf!gns—~
Food for Harlem,” a project that seeks to join rural and urban communities—
through the farming and distribution of fresh food and the dt.'s.tgbutlo’n of
educarional materials on amnesty/clemency campaigns_ for U.S. political prison-
ers—in political unity that transcends race and class divisions.
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On the Black Liberation Army (Abridged)

September 18, 1979

INTRODUCTION: 1966-1971

The history of our national liberarion struggle is one of the most important sources
from which the political [parties], the oppressed masses and the liberation armed
forces can draw lessons elucidating the nature of their oppression and rhe task
hefore them: moving towards independence and freedom. In this article, | would
like ta present to the masses the general history of the evolarion of the Black Liber-
ation Army {BLA). This will be a brief historical overview. In order to protect peo-
ple who are or were at one time associated with the BLA, it will nor provide specific
historical data.

The Black Liberation Army is a politico-military organization whose primary
objective is to fighe for the independence and self-determination of Afrikan peaple
in the United Srates, The political determination of the BLA evelved out of the
now-defunct Black Panther Pacty (BPP).

With the advent of the Black Panther Party for Self-Defense in Octoher 1968,
the question of armed stuggle and resistance to racist oppression ermerged as a plau-
sible strategy in the developing liberarion movement. In late 1968 and early 1969,
the forming of a Black underground began. From Las Angeles, California, ro Texas,
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama, armed units were formed and trained in ruml
areas, and caches of resaurces were established.

In the same periad, in Ozkland, San Francisco, Detroit, Chicago, Philadelphia,
Qhio, and New York, and other communities across the country, Black Panther Party
offices were being established to formulate a political refationship with the oppressed
Black masses. From 1969 10 1972, the BPP came under vicious attack by the State
and Federal governments. The federal government employed COINTELPRO (the
FBI program implemented with cooperation from the CIA and local police depart-
ments} as a means to destroy the aboveground political apparatus thac fielded the
Black underground.! But it wasn't until 1969 that the BPP began its putge of many
of its most trusted and militant members, many of whom evenrtually joined the
Black underground.

By 1971, contradictions perpetuated by COINTELPRO within the leadership of
the BPP caused the splic berween [Huey] Newton and [Eldridge] Cleaver, which
eventually splic the entire Black Panther Party into two major factions. It was this
BPP split and factionalism that propelled the Black underground to initiate a con-
sistent pracrice of armed struggle for Black liberation. The State’s armed offersive
to liquidate che Party in order to destroy aboveground activicy for liberation also
played into this development.

This is not to say that armed action by the Black underground against the State
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Priar 10 the split, the Black underground had been the official armed wing of the
aboveground politica] apparatus, and for that reason had restrained irs milirary

ivi » though experi-
enced in many areas of tactical military guerrilla warfare, was still politically infan.
tile. Although it was becoming organizationaily sophisticared 35 a fighting
apparatus, it did not establish an infrastructure completely separate from the above.
ground BPP cadres agyd chapters. This would become one of the major detriments
to the Black underground afier the Black Panther Party splir.

Based upon the split and factionalism in the BPP, and in the context of height-
ened repression by the State, the Black underground was ordered 1o begin establish.-
ing the capacity to take the “defensive—offensive" in developing urban guerrilla
warfare. Hence, in 1971, the title “Blaci Liberation Army” (or “Afro-American
Liberation Army") surfaced as the name of the nucleus of Black guerrilla fighrers
across the United States. This is ROt 10 say that the name Black Liberarion Army
was Airst used in 1971, for in lare 1968

in Mexico City, many students and demonstrators were kil

Both before and after the split in the BPP and the call for the “defensive—
offensive,” the Black undergrovnd had commirted many armed attacks against the
State as part of the PP {(and, starting in May 1971, as the Black Liberation Army).
Many of these are unrecorded. Here I wauld like ta present the Justice Department-
LEAA Task Force report on BLA activity. (It should be nored that these reports
were recorded by the date when police agencies caprured, killed, or in some way
received information concerning BLA aetivity, They are, therefore, one sided and
by no mearis indicative of all BLA activity in the last ren years.) .. 2

1976

The defensive—offensive politica-miliary initiatives launched in 1970-71 were
based upon the degree of repression suffered in the Black community due o
CQOINTELPRO police actacks. The polirico-mi[itary policy at thar time was to
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blish a defensive (self-defense) front that would offensively protect the above-
Es:ilmd forces, whose purpose and rask were to develop a mass movement rowards
i i ion.
naf'::;;lisl lt[?lfnr:.u; historical transition was taking place. The civil rights movement
had given way to the riotous 1960s, the creation of BPP Chap!:tjrﬁ I?rave'ly fighring
against police atracks in Black communities, and massive mobilizations in fsuppcur':lé
of the Vietnamese national liberation war. Hence, l:h.e‘commenl:enient of arme
le by our forces responded to this historical transirion and deve opment.
51::;8% there was a problem: In the early sevencies, the BPlack undergrour}d was the
ann:d wing of the aboveground BPP. Unfortunately, the sul;?squent Epht and Fa:I:-
ionalism within the BPP obstructed logistics and communications between cad-
:::(s) in the Black underground in various parts .Gf ther country. Th:; cre;ted c:;ht:
greatest impediment to the advent of che Black Liberation Army, so Satb the ¢ rln
mencement of armed struggle could be said ro have Taeen premature. Su ciectn‘,’a ewii
our capacity o wage a sustained protracted narional liberation war \zas ur er;mr; o
by the split in the aboveground policlical apparatus, .for 'the L;:heglroclilcnunzep
depended on the aboveground for logistics and commumcatm?s: 1 ¢ Bla K under-
ground was comprised of militants who had not grown t pelitica rnar:ucr1 ti .
result, the underground was lefr without a Po[ltlco-mllltary Sttljictlﬂ'i an sdra::u f:;
to merge into 2 national formation employing stiagxle and mobile ur andan s
guerrilla warfare in conjunction with the rising militancy of the eppressed masses.

STRATEGIC RETREAT: 19711975

By late 1971, the Black underground was ordered to begin a strategr‘ic tetreat, o
reorganize itself and build a national structure. The call for the strategic retre;a.t w;s
too late, however, for many cadres, Many of the most mature milicancs w;re a resnwf
deeply underground, separated from those aboveground ]ISPP membsers wha con, 1Ed
ued to support armed struggle after the split. The repression of the taéltebcolntmu <
to rmount, espacially now that che Black undcrgmun'dl was hampered by mu:md
strife and isolated by the loss of the aboveground political support apparathlls an—
with virtually no support coming from existing Blaclf community groups ag olrsa'
nizations). At the same time, it must be stared, a map:.;r contradlctmnlwa:s eve é’d
ing between the Black underground [alzld Euro'Amer[lca:n forces employing arm

ics in support of the Viemamese liberation struggle. _
ta%;cié?; ~§5p , this contradiction became full-blown: Spfeciﬁc Eurc-ﬁ.m}:ncan r:;v:;
lutionary armed forces refused to give meaningful material and pollmca Fup]:::
the Black Liberation Movement, more speciﬁcallyl, to the Black leerat‘l:lon lrm:1
Thus, in 1974 the Black Liberation Army was without an abovegroun po t11!:11;:11t
support apparatus; logistically and structurally scatrered across the country wi
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the means to unite its combar unies; abandoned by Euro-American tevalution
armed forces; and being relentlessly pursued by the Stace

tion Army would be virtually decimared as 2 fighting clandestine organization,

CONTINUING THE FIGHT IN THE
COURTS AND PRISONS

the
the

because the imprisoned comrades continued artempting to escape and persisted in
fighting their political erials, These efforts forged tdeclogical and political cheory
concerning the building of the Black Liberation
armed struggle. In the courts, Black Liberation Army members s 1
State on trial, tg condemn the oppressive conditions in which Blac
eke out an existence in racist America, These trials went on for several years, with
the courts and police trying to use them to embellish their position as guardians of
seciety. The State medig projecied the Black Liberation Army i

these terrgr-
le; to protect the police,
nities, etc. The captured
s Facise—bur never revo-

the State on trial, the BLA was able to e&xpose the contradiction between the fajse.
hood—that the State Protects the rights of a]! people—and the actuality—thar the

State only protects the rights of the capiralisc-clags bourgeoisie, The comrades on
trial sought 1o undeemine

future pesecution, In this manner, the trials of the Black Liberation Army voiced

the discontent, dissatisfaction, ang disenfmnchisement of Black people in racist
America.

STRATEGIC CAMPAIGNS: 19735 -1979

By late 1975, the Black Liberation Army established a Coordinating Commirtee,
essentially comprised o

f imprisoned members and outside supporters who had

's reactionary law enforce.-
tnent agencies and programs, It was only a matter of time before the Blacle Libera-
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i s of political prosecution in the courts. The first task of the
emerﬁ?ﬁaﬁi?ﬁﬁnﬁi&e w:s tor disl:fibute an ideological document depic.ting‘the
gzjretical foundations of the Black Liberation Army’s political deterr;mjl;mi
This document was ensitled “A MESSAGE TO THE BLACK MOVEMhN BI_ .
Political Statement from the Black Undergmund.. The MESSE.I.EE to the Blac
Movement put forth several political premises underlyzng the BI_.A s status ?5 ;f:ﬁcvo—
lutionary political-military organization fghting for national liberation o an
i i tates.
pE?PI;!aiE ;l;’;-} :;li:?dlg?ﬁ, the Coordinating Committee distributed the first BLA
ne'-\fgletter, an organizational publication designed ta forge ideolc-:gical i‘iﬂd puhtlcai
larity and unity among BLA members captured and confined in various p;\rts a
:he country. The BLA newsletter began to serve as a means for BI...A mem ersfto
voice their understanding of the national liberation struggle, and in 1#115 wa‘[}r,' cu['
the entire erganized body to share in ideas and strengthen our CO].lECﬂV;‘.l plo 1;1&1
determination as a fighting force. Over the yvears, the newsletrer .has ; :h peBLI:;:nL
develop cadres inside and DUI:sid(; ?{[:} prison and ro 1brcuaclm the capacirty of the
i serve the national liberation struggle. ‘ ‘

® Ic: r;gggf r;c;mbers of the Black Liberation Arm? launched' ‘E;! nathnal camr;algn
to petition the United Nations concerning the plight of poh'cu:ai prisoners o T\:lar
and conditions of the U.S. penal system, on behalf of .the prison move'melpt.d his
BLA-tnitiated and led U.N. Prisoners Petition Campaflgn vu‘tually‘ rew;a ized t 1:
prison movement across the country and forged the impetus behind the présen
Human Rights campaign to the United Iilsltfons:5 The. UN Pflsoners Petu:é(?r'l am%
paign was the first to call for an international investigation into the conditions o
U.S. prisons. It also called for the release of political prisoners of' wall' to & non-
imperialist country that would accept them. (This year, another nariona cI:lamp;alng.
entitled “Narional POW Amnesty Campaign” has been launcl:led.) astly, 12
1976~77, the Coordinating Committee disrributed_a Sl:uc!y Guide to capt::re
members of the BLA as a means to consolidate the ideological p.erspec;:‘I;es rom
which the BLA would provide political leadership to the national liberation
5?55:19?4 to the present, the BLA has continuously provided %de:?mcal ai-lnd
political perspectives within the Black Liberation Moven}ent, fmd inn this ?\ﬁ’a{:;:
given leadership to the movement. However, the Black Liberation Armyisn ko
principled support from progressive forces throughout‘the country, Thg pr rna?' rnd
son for this lack of support is the fact that the BLA sdill cs}lfs fms armed struggle al nd
the building of a revolutionary armed front. Tl'lE. Black Liberation Ar?ny 1:1 a po
ico-military organization. In the last five years it }}as served o deve o[:czl he m:s{s
movemerit to merge with the polirical determlnatl?n of tht? ‘Black. un ergrm: .
The merger is based upen the development of a national pczllthO‘l'nIl]:lta{Y stra Zga}-r
in unity with the aspirations and strategic initiat.i\res of various pollFlca c;rgan[l! y
tions throughout the country. The Black Liberation Army has. consistencly cal Ed
for the development of a Black Liberation Front or Black United Front, a unice




112 Jadil Abdid Muneaeim

f;‘lontlof Black reyolutionary nationalists to establish the political determination of
the ciass and navional liberation struggle rowards independence and for the freeing :

of the land. At this stage, there are several areas of progress that may serve to
sFrengthen, consolidate, and mobilize the national liberarion struggle for the aspira,
tions of the oppressed Black masses.

The building of the Afrikan National Prisoners Organization is a positive step for -

vatious progress_i\fe Black forces to develop principled working relatioriships, alli-
ances, and coalitions, and further build rowards the Black Liberation Front. Simi

[Balrly,kthe Na'tim:la[ Black Human Rights Coalition will allow a greater number of
ack organizations and groups representing oppressed Black masses vo educare,

organize, and mobilize against racist, capitalést imperialism in conjuncrion with the

heightened struggles in Namibia and Azania [South Africa] and escalating human |

tights violations here in North America, But ic is imperative that these new forma-

gons develop a scruggle line chat supports the need for armed struggle in the United -
tates, and, therefore, the oldest revolutionary armed force in North America—the

Black Liberation Army.$
It is practically 1980 and che Black Liberation Army (the Black uniderground)

has belen in existence for over ten years. The last ten years have been hard years of
struggle. We have lost many comrades, we have made many ristakes, but we haye .

never lied nor compromised our principles in struggle. The growth and develop-
ment of the BLA depends on the growth and development of the entire class alfd
r}atl.cnal liberation struggle. The BLA's ability to build revolutionary armed struggle
?IES iy the willingness of the oppressed masses to support the BLA. This means cgagll
ing for Ehi? BLA to act and building areas of support in the work place, in the home
in the social places of entertainment, but most of all amongst the political crganiza-I
tions and groups with whom the oppressed masses are affiliated. It is essentia] and
necessary that the general mass and popular movement understand the need for
rBelvc:lutu‘mary ?rmed sl:rug‘glefforces. They must recognize that the existence of the
a‘::k Liberation Army is the foundation for the preservation of the class and
natllonal liberation struggle as the socio-economic conditions of U.S. menopal
capitalism worsen and as racist repression intensifies. - Y
f.\s mentioned earlier, another narional political campaign has been launched
This new campaign calls for the release and/or exchange of captured members o'f
the Black underground and other revolutionary forces across the country. But it
muse be understood thar the principle objective of this campaign is also t.o build
Support for revolutionary armed struggle, employing international law and politics
(speczﬁcally. Prarocols of the Geneva Accords) concerning the existence of politi-
cal prisoners of war in the United Stares. Supporting the release of political prison-
ers of war brings understanding of how these revolutionaries came to be imprisoned
aof the n_ieed for them to be released, and of the need for revolutionary armed stru :
gle. Tﬂns is the challenge in uniting the mass and papular movements under :hge
auspices of building the Black Liberation Front. It can only be realized by support-
ing the re-emergence of the Black underground, the Black Liberation Army.PpO
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sUPPORT THE BLACK LIBERATION ARMY
BUILD THE NATIONAL POW AMNESTY CAMPAIGN
FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS OF WAR

Jalil Abdul Muntagim
on behalf of the Black Liberation Army

NOTES

Originally written on Seprember 18, 1979, and printed in the revolutionary prisoners’ news-
paper, Arm the Spirit, this essay has been edited for this volume.

1. Edtun's note: FBI COINTELPRO aceivity against the Black Panther Parry is decu-
mented in depeh in Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wall, The COINTELFRQ Papers: Docu-
ments from the FBI's Secret Wrs against Dissent in the United States (Boston: South End Press,
1992), 91-164. The counterinsurgency program embodied in COINTELPRO targered a
broad range of black groups and orpanizations, seeking to squash any development suspected
of furthering black nationalist and liberationist polirics.

2. Editor's note: Students iniciated a strike in July of 1968 to demand educational reforms.
The 118-day strike affected close to 150,000 students and was marked by tension and vio-
lence berween feder] officials and stedent procestors. Hundreds of students were wounded
and many were killed and imprisoned for their actions. Associated Press, "Big Student Strike
On in Mexico Ciry," New York Times, 10 Angust 1968, 5; Associated Press, “Deaths Pur ac
49 in Mexican Clash,” New York Times, 4 October 1968, 1.

3. Editor’s note: The LEAA was the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration, an
agency set up by the Department of Justice in 1968 o channel federal funds to state and focal
police agencies. Widely regarded by radicals as a conduir for counterintelligence programs, it
was abolished in 1982. For Muntaqim's referénce ro the Justice Deparement—LEAA Tosk
Force repart on BLA activity, see original publication of this piece.

4. Editor's nota: The National Black Human Rights Cealition wes an alliance of revolu-
tiomary natlonalise forces that led a mass mobilizarion in front of the United MNations in New
York City in NMovember of 1979.

5. Editor's note: The Eura-American forces referred to were radicsl student groups. Their
antiwar efforts, suppocr for the Black Panther Party, and subsequent decline are documented
in The COINTELPRO Papers: Documents from the FBI's Secret Wars against Dissent in the
United States, 165, 171-76, 208-30.

6. Editor's note: The Deacons for Defense and Justice, formed in 1960, provided a maodel
for the Black Panther Pasty, originally created as the Black Panther Parry for Self-Defense in

1968, and the Black Liberation Army as well. For morte information on the Deacons for
Defense and Justice and the organization’s founder, Robert E. Williams, see Timothy B.
Tyson, Redio Free Dixie: Robert E. Williams and the Roots of Black Power {Chapel Hill: Univer-
sity of North Carolina Press, 1999); and Robert Franklin Williams, Negroes with Guns
{Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1998; reprint).



Chapter Eight

Assata Shakur

Assata Shakur (JoAnne Chesimard)} was bom in 1947 in New York City. She spent |

most of Pfer childhood in the segregated South, living in Wilmington, North Caro-
lina, until her family relocated to Queens, New York, when she was a teenager
Shakur began her political education in radicalism when she enrolled as a studenl.:

at Borough of Manhattan Community College (BMCC) in the mid-1960s. In the -
context of growing black consciousness and nationalist movements, she became

involved with BMCC's black and African student organizations. Her activism
expanded to include the black liberation, student rights, and anti-Vietrniam War
maovements, After geaduating from college, Shakur began working with the Black
Paqther Party (BPP), but differences and dissatisfaction with the Oakland-based
naft.lonal leadership led her to the Black Liberation Army (BLA), an underground
milirary wing of the Panthers largely based on the East Coast. A ;nain target of tl'leI
ngeral Bureau of [nvestigation’s COINTELPRO, Shakur was accused of NUIMETous
crimes and forced underground. Eventually in each of these cases, charges would be
dropped or Shakur acquitted. In a May 1973 confrontation with New Jersey state
l:roopers. she was seriously wounded, and her companion and BLA comember Zavd
Mahllc Shakur was killed, along with state trooper Wermer Foerster. Companlgn
Sundiata Acoli (Clark Squire) escaped but was later apprehended. Following a
c%xangc of venue in 1973 and 2 mistrial in 1974, in March 1977 Shakur was ccgn—
victed a5 an accomplice to the murder of state trooper Foerster and of atrocious
as}saull: on trooper James Harper with intent to kill. Despite the testimony of expert
witnesses that argued medical evidence showed Shalcur could not have shot e}icfher
trooper, the all-whice jury, of whom five had petsonal ties o state troopers
convicted her. Although the trial was held in a county where frequent pretrial res;
teports proclaimed her guilt, the judge refused to allow any evidencz of
COINTELPRO repression to be entered into the case and refused to investigate g
bm‘:glary of the office of her defense counsel and the destruction or disa e:.*.grance
of important defense trial documents during that break-in.! pp

Shakur escaped from New Jersey's Clinton Correctional Facility in 1979, Since

T4
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the 1980s she has been in exile in Cuba, where she received political asylum, Sha-
kur's controversial case and police and prosecurorial malfeasance were reintroduced
to mainstreara black America in the mid-1980s through African American news
hast Gil Noble’s Like It Is TV talk show, based in New York City. [n the 19905, she
appeared in various documentaries, including Cuban filmmaker Glotia Rolando's
Evyes of the Rainbow, which intersperses images of a serene Shalour with African Ori-
sha, or Yoruba female warrtor deiries of love and community. Her case has received
support from a broad national and international spectrum. In 1998 media reported
that the U.S. Stare Department was negotiating with the Cuban government o lift
crippling sancrions and a forcy-year embargo in exchange for the extradition of Sha-
leur and ainety other U.S. policical exiles. Defantly, Shakur described herself as a
“fugitive slave” and the woman who authorized the hunr and increased the bounty
on her head, then New Jessey governor Christine Todd Whitman (current Environ-
mental Pratection Agency [EPA] head), as a “slave mistress.”

Shakur's life and experience in the black liberation struggle, and the state cam-
paign o criminalize her, are detailed in Assata: An Autobiography. In the memoir
she contests depictions of her as a viclent black female revolutionary and offers a
complex portraic of 2 woman committed to freedom. Refusing to make revolution-
ary war synonymous with violenice, she writes of a “pecple's war" that precludes
elire vanguards (quoted in the introduction, her words bear repeating here):

Some of the groups thought they could just pick up arms and struggle and thay, some-
how, people would see what they were doing and begin 1o scrugple themselves. They
wanted 1o engage in 2 do-or-die bartle with the power structure in amerika, even
though they were weak and ill prepared for such a fight. But the most important facror
is thac armed sccugele, by itself, can never bring abour & revolucion. Revolutionary war

is a people’s war.?
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July 4th Address

BLACK BROTHERS, BLACK SISTERS, I want you to know that [ love you and
* 1 hope somewhere in your heart you have love for me. My name is Assata Shakur
(slave name JoAnne Chesimard), and | am a field nigga who is determined to he
~ free by any means necessary. By that I mean that | can never be free unless all my
people are free along with me. By that | mean thar 1 have declared war on all forces
that have raped our women, castrated our men and kept our babies empry-bellied.

Fhave declared war on the rich who prosper on our poverey, the politicians who
Jie to us with smiling faces, and all the mindless, heartless robots who protected
them and their property.

I am a black revolutionary, and as such [ am the victim of all the wrath, hatred
and slander thar amerikldea is capable of. Like all other black revolutionaries, I have
been hunted like a dog, and like all other black revolutionaries, amerikkka is trying
to lynch me.

I am a black revolurionary womar and because of this I have been charged with
and accused of every alleged crime in which a woman was believed to have pattici-
pated. The alleged crimes in which only men were supposed involved, I have been
accused of planning. They plastered picnures alieged to be me in post offices, air-
ports, hotels, police cars, subways, banks, television, and newspapers. They offered
over fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) in rewards for my caprure and they {ssued
orders to shoot on sight and to shoot to kill.

1 am a black revolutionary and, by definition, that makes me part of the Black
Liberation Army. The pigs have used their newspapers and TV’ to paint the Black
Liberation Army to be vicious, brutal mad dog criminals. They have called us gang-
sters and gun molls and have compared us to such characters as John Dillinger and
Ma Barker. It should be clear, it must be clear to anyone who can think, see or
hear, that we are the victims. The victims are not the criminals.

It should also be clear ta us by now who the real criminals are. Nixon and his
crime partners have murdered hundreds of thousands of Third World brothers and
sisters in Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Mozambique, Angola and South Africa. As
was proven hy Watergate, the top law enforcement officials in this country are a
lying bunch of criminals. The president, two atcorney generals, the head of the FBI,
the head of the CIA, and half the White House staff have been implicated in che
Watergate crimes.

THEY CALL US MURDERERS, but we did not murder over 250 unarmed black
men, women and children, and wound thousands of others in the riots they pro-
vaked during the Sixties. The rulers of this country have always considered their
property more imporeant than our lives. They call us murderers, but we were not
respansible for the more than 6,000 black people lynched by white racists, They

17
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call us murderess, bur we were not responsible for the twenty-eighr brother inmateg
and the nine hostages murdered ar Arrica,! They call us murderers, but we did not -
murder and wound aver thirty unarmed black students in the Orangeburg masss. :
cre. We did not shoot down and murder urarmed black students ar Jacksan State -
or Southem Stace either.

They call us murderers bur we did not murder Martin Luther King, Emmett Tilf, |

Medger Evers, Malcolm X' George Jackson, Nat Turner, James Chaney and coyn.
less other black Freedom Fighters. We did not bomb four black licrle girls in a Sun
day school.® We did not mutder, by shooting in the back, sixteen-year-old Rit
Lloyd, eleven-year-old Rickie Bodden, or ten-year-old Clifford Glover.s

They call us murderers, bur we did not control or enforee a system of racism an
oppression that systematically murders black and Third World people. Although
black people supposedly comprise ahout fifeeen percent of the total amerikkkan
population, ar least sixty percent of murder vicrims are black. For every pig that is
killed in the so-called line of duty there are ar least fifty black people murdered by
police.

Black life expectancy is much lower than white and they do their best to kill g
before we are born, We are burned alive in fire-teap tenements. Our brathers and
sisters O.D. daily from heroin and methadone, Qur babies die from lead poisoning.
Millions of black people have died as a tesult of indecent medical care. This is tu-
der. But they have the gall to call us murders.

THEY CALL US KIDNAPPERS, yer Brother Clark Squire [Sundiata Acoli]
(who 5 accused along with me, of murdering a New Jersey state trooper), was kid-
napped on April 2, 1969, from our black community and held on $100,000 ransom
in the New York Panther 2] conspiracy case. He was acquitted on May 13, 1971
along with all the others of all 156 counts of conspiracy by a jury that took less than
two hours to deliberate. Brother Squire was innocent. Yet he was kidnapped from
his community and family. Over two years of his life were stoleny, but they call us
kidnappers, They call us kidnappers, but we did noe kidnap the thousands of Broch-
ers and Sisters held caprive in amerilkklcy’s concentration camps. Most of the prison

papulation in this country are black and Third World people who can afford neither
bail nar lawyers.

They call us thieves and bandits, They say we steal. But it was not us wha stole
millions of black peaple from the continent of Africa. We were robbed of our lan- _
guage, of our gods, of our culture, of our human dignity, of our labor and of our
lives. They call us thieves yet it is not us who rip off billions of dollars every year
through rax evasions, illegal price fixing, embezzlement, consumer fraud, bribes,
kickbacks and swindles. They call us bandits, yet every time most black people pick
up our paychecks we are being robbed, Every time we walk into = store in our neigh-
bothaod we are being held up. And every time we pay our rent the landlord sticks
a gun in our ribs.

They call us thieves, but we did not roh and murder millions of Indians by ripping
off their homeland, then call ourselyes pioneers. They call us bandits, bue it is not
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us who are tobbing Afriea, Asia and Latin America of their nzftural resources and
freedom while the people are sick and starving. The rulers of Fhls country and their
flunkies have committed some of the most brutal, vicious crimes in history. They
the bandits. They are the murderers. And they should be treated as such. 'ljhe‘se
amniac:s. are not fit to judge me, Clark Squire, ot any other black person on trial in
o rikkka. Black people should, and, inevitably rmust, determine our destinies.
amE?VERY REVOLUTION IN HISTORY has been accomplished by actions,
afthough words are necessary. We must create shields that protect us and spears t@t
penetrate our enemies. Black people tust learn how to struggle by smruggling, We
uch by our mistakes.
mlistvfjﬁonlpolog‘;ze to you, my black brothers and sist.ers,l for being on the i\lew
Jersey Tuenpike. [ should have known better. The Tumnpike is a check{ pmr?t where
black people are stopped, searched, harassed, and as.sa.ulted. Revolunonanlcs m:l]:t
never be in too much of a hurry or male careless decisions. He who runs when the
i i i mble many times.
Suréfe:;'e;?;:ga:ﬁcskm&eedom ﬁgyhter is murdered or captured the pigs try to creace
the impression that they have squashed the movement, dest.royed aur forces as.nd png.
down the Black Revolution. The pigs also try to give the tmpression that 'Elik
guerillas are responsible for every revolutionary action carried out in amerikkla.
Thar is nonsense. Thar is absurd, Black revolutionaries do not drop fm}'n the rncl_on.
We are created by our conditions, shaped by our oppression. We are being manu ‘?C’
tured in droves in ghetro streets; places like Actica, San Quentin, Bedford' Hi ls,
Leavenworth and Sing Sing. They are tuming out thousands of us. szn',r }OE ess
black veterans and welfare mothers are joining our ranks. Brothers and sisters from
all walks of life who are tired of suffering passively make up the Black Liberation
An";}f;ara is and always will be, until every black man, woman arfd child is free, a
Black Liberation Army. The main function of the Black Liberation Army ac this
time is to create good examples to struggle for black freedom and ro prepare Flc:ar the
futare. We must defend ourselves and et no one disrespect us. We must gain our
liberation by any means necessary.

Itis owr duty to fight for our freedom.
It is our duty to win. | .
We must love each other and support each other, We have nothing to lose but our chaing!

IN THE SPIRIT QF:
RONALD CARTER
WILLIAM CHRISTMAS
MARK CLARK

MARK ESSEX

FRANK HEAVY FIELDS
WOODY CHANGA



120 Assata Shalor
OLUGBALA GREEN
FRED HAMPT ON

LIl BOBBY HUTTON
GEORGE JACKSON
JONATHAN JACKSON
JAMES MCLAIN
HARQLD RUSSELL
ZAYD MALIK SHAKUR
ANTHONY KIn
OLUGBALA WHITE

NOTES

within the mirrared noon of the dead."

L. Before Goverpoy Nelson Rockefeljer ordered the retaking of Attica Prison on Septem

T 13, 1971, thice Prisaners and one guard had been killed in the initial uprising. In the
retaking of the prison, the National Guard killed ten guards and wenty-nine prisoners, See
Eyes on the Prize, pr. I, A NATION of Lawz (Boston: Blacksides Production),

2. Editor's nope: A February 8, 1968, demonstration in Orangeburg, South Carolina,
“aimed against the exclusion of Blacks from 2 local bowling alfey" resulted in the poljce
murders of three black students: Henry Smith {age twenty), Delano Middleton {age seven.
teen), and Samue! Hammond (age nineteen), Along with these deaths, twenty-seven other
studenis were shor by “wildly firing” police, The Patrolmen were eventually pardened for
thetr acts, Jack Nelsen and Jack Bass, The Orangeburg Massacre {New York: World Publishing,
1970),

3. Editor's note: Op May 14-15, 1970, Jackson Stage (Mississippi) students protesred raciaj
intimidation and harassment by white motorists traveling on Lynch Streer, g thoraughfare
runaing chrough the campus, as well as the May 4, 1970, Ken: State tragedy (in which four -
protestors were shor and kifjed by National Guard soidiers). Whe :
reported that students had thrown rocks ac them as they passed

weapuns

the police opened fire _
fust after midnighe op May 15. Police shot twelve Jackson Seate students and killed Philtip

Lafayetre Gibhs (age twency-one) and seventeen-year-old high schaol student James Ea|

Green. See Tim Spofford, Lynch Streer: The May 1970 Sleyings a Jackson Stace College (Kent,
Ohio: Keng State, 1988).

4. Editor's nete:
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ditor’s note: Carole Robertson (age fourteen), Cynthia ‘Uf/’eslfz)r (age foyrteen)‘ jﬂddﬁ

& s o 'Four:een) and Denise McNair {age cleven) died in the racially munvalt)e
Mas ?Dl]lﬂs EEES‘ teenth é{reet Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabasma, on September
B e l;;mes ed., The Angela Y. Davis Reader (Malden, Mass.: Blackwell, 1958),
5. 193 >ESET:JC'III1 was f;cim:icted of and incarcerared fot the murders in 2000, led b
* Bryﬂnl ﬁrC o : On January 27, 1973, sixteen-year-old Rita Lloyd was sh:al: and killed by

- Edlwg 1I1{Jh;.im:lm:hes patrolman Robert Milang in Braoklyn, N.Y, Folice alleged _tha:,
Nﬁ?{:;:}::olllizgpr}ie area, Milano saw two girls, one of wl‘:lnm (Daniseslze}:h;:l} \:rr':l;.ie Ea;::r;%] ::
o imi tempted ¢o disarm her, Bethel po
SHWE‘d’Uff S‘l;mguf? l Sl;:r:lgft r:(?lti;h:arlll:j :t:'qzliik defensive reaction,” missing Bethel ani
o h'lm, . 0 YE chest. Running from the scene, Lloyd collapsed in her home a bloc
hirting Ii!o‘;'d [m[:::efi the [;atr0|men were unaware that Lloyd had been s.hot. Ctmarges \;_er:
ﬂwi:i- T)Zc:zzlftaagainst Milano. See " 'Defensive’ Police Shots Kilt a Girl, 16." New Yo
ne
T }anulaﬁw 1199';23‘ :rSI;zrmed eleven-year-old Ricky Bodden was killed by a l‘aull-}t fired
b %nfﬁ?:i:g;i;nci’s Ort{;lando as he and another ycungsl}i,r Wt}re I"a']!‘::lgidl;?rlj:n:‘:ralgg ?r;rgsa

. * g arpe," New York es, ) 35,
solen Cz_ir-" Si‘;?_v,otfqﬁ;:f&opgﬂsé gofgirci';c'?hoc:;a:gshea shot and killed ren-year-old Clif-
O p 25 ls; w'as lacer acquirted, See Murray Schumach, “Police-Call T:u'ae PF?iyfed eultE
ffo@i (Eljf?f:f: li:rk Times, 24 May 1974, 37; Lauric Johnston, “Jury Clears Shea in Killing o
oy, New York Times, 13 Jure 1974, 1.



Chapter Nine

Safiya Bukhari-Alston

Safiya Bukhari-Alston (Bernice Jones) became involved with the Black Panther
Party (BPP) in 1969, when she began working at the Panthers' Free Breakfast Pro. -
gram in Harlem. From 1969 to 1971, she served as & section coordinator, selling
party newspapers, organizing cell units, and conducting political education clagses,
Ir: 1971, tollowing the Eldridge Cleaver~Huey P. Newton splir,! Bukhari-Alston
became the head of Information and Communication for the East Coast Black Pan.
ther Party, 2 position she would hold until she went underground in 1973.2
On che moming of December 27, 1973, Bukhari-Alston was arrested wich
Michael Maurice Alston, Neil O, Thompson, and Harold Simmons as they alleg
edly attempred to free six Black Liberation Army members from “che Tombs,” the
Marnhatran House of Detention for Men. (Among those held ar the Tombs were -
Francisco and Gabriel Torres, Jalil Muntagim [Anthony Bottom], Herman Bell, and
Henry Brown.) The four were detained by police next o an open manhole two -
blocks from the Detention Center, which dhe police alleged they were using ro gain
access to the prison. According o the New York Times, “all were charged with bur.
glary, possession of burglars’ toals (a screwdriver, the iron bar and the rope ladder)
and criminal tampering (lifting the manhole cover).” Bukhari-Alston recalls; “The
only thing they could charge us with was third degree burglary on 2 sewer, which
was laughed out of court.™ Although there was 3 paucity of evidence against rhe
defendants, the media sensationalized the arrests; using phrases like “Great Tombs
Escape Fails ac the Sewer,”s it emphasized the connections of thase arrested to the
BPP and ro other alleged criminal charges, Nevertheless, charges were dismissed on
Janwary 22, 1974, for lack of evidence. In spite of (ar because of) the acquirtal,
the police department issyed a $10,000 reward for Bukhari-Alston, based on her
membership in the Black Liberation Army (BLA}, and failure to appear for trial,
warranting that she be shot on sight. Bukhari-Alsron went underground as unic
coordinator of the Amistad Collective of the BLA.S
Bulkhari-Alston was captured on January 25, 1975, in Notfolk, Virginia, after a
shooting that left her fellow BLA members Kombozi Amistad dead, and Masaj
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Ehehosi shot in the face. Charged with felony n.mrder, atcempl:'ec!l robblel.ryilarﬁd ille-
al possession of a weapon, she was convicted in a one-day trial at whic sc e was
iot present, sentenced to forty years in prison, and sent w0 the Virginia Correc.
ional Center for Women in Goochland. There, Bukhari-Alston spent !1&: first
,t;::er;cy-one days in maximum-security segregation. She was ::mly rcleascltd mt?l the
general prison community after she threatened o filea !awsm't. U[:I)on e ea:‘se, ow-
ever, her movement remained largely restricted given her designation as a “security
[ 117
HSIIci:eﬁ.lsed desperately needed medical attention and surgery by prison doctors,
Bukhari-Alston filed suit against the Virginia Correctional Center fgr E"D[{l‘;n‘
Both the initial suit and the appeal were denielfi, houtever, on the Efj?m} s that ;1;-
complaint amountfed] o a difference of cginlcrn with prison m lcfadlpegs:nré?‘
about treatment. Refused medical care, considering herself a cm‘zenlo 3 lgud ic
of New Afrika (RNA) and therefore a prisoner of war, Bukhari-A 1-sll:c;nn ecide tg
escape on December 31, 1976. Recaptured on February 27, 1977, ;e wasi IEtUl‘l‘l;'
to the Virginia Correctional Center, and was senrenced to an ?d itlonla year. rz
using lack of medical attention as a defense, holwever, she was able t}c: at ea[:t secu
outside medical treatment, although by this point she was forced to have a ysn:er:l_clv
tomy. Upon returning to prison, she served the next three years and sleven mon hs
in maximum-security segregarion and, onice again, only secured her rla iase into the
general population through a lawsuic. In 1933,Ishe was -granted paro I:. v :
Cusrently a legal advocate, Bulhari- Alston is coc:.han of the jenﬂi‘ o fo\:m}sn ,
which does educational support worl for political prisoners, and cochair of the New
York-hased Free Mumia Abu-Jamal Caalirion.
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Greek mythology tells the story of Minos, ruler of the city of Knossus, Minos has a
great labyrinch (maze) in which he keeps the Minotaur, a monster half man and
half bull, whose victims were boys and girls who would malke it to the center of the
maze only to be killed when they came face to face with the Minotaur. If an
- inrended victim chanced to survive the encounter with the Mingtaur, they perished
- trying to find cheir way out of the many intricate passages. Finally, Theseus of Ath-
ens, with the help of Arfadne, Minos's daughter, enters the labyrinth, slays the beast
and finds his way our by following the thread he had unwound as he enrered.

NOTES

Research and draft for this biog
1. In the early 19705,
and Eldridge Cleaver took increasingly dj
¥y divergent
cally and ideologically. Th d o

The maturation process is full of obstacles and entanglements for anyone, but for g
Black woman in America it has all the markings of the Minotaur's Maze. 1 had o
and Oakland chapters of che BPP say that, even though nothing as spectacular takes place in the maturation process
Party members in 1971, Th i of the average Black woman—it didn’t happen to me—but the day-to-day struggle
Sarmuel Napier, were murdered, and several others left the party 2s a o for survival and growth reaps the same reward in the end in ten thousand different
Johnson, “Explaining the Demise of the ways. The trick is w learn from each defeat and become stronger and more deter-
11!;;';; E:;gk ZP anther Party [Reconsidered] mined . . . think and begin to develop the necessary strategies to insuce the annihi-
2. JIme;i;w with Safiya Bukhark Alscop. fations of the beast, . . .
3, “4 Seized Near MHHEZIEL;n.l;r[l[—A-SdK}—I‘}. I'am one of a family of ten children. My parents were strict and religious, but
York Times, 28 December 1973 eged Plat 1o Free Black Army Friends in Tombs,” New proud and independent. One of the strongest influences of my childhood was my
4 “Interview with Safiya Bu.khari-A[smn_" mother constantly celling us 1o hold our heads up and be proud because we were
5. ::In[ewfew with Safiya Bulhari-Alstop.” just as good or berrer than anyone else, and to stand up and figh for what you
6. “Interview with Safiya Bukhari-Alston™ “4 Sezed Near believe to be cighr. _
There was a lot of competition in my family. Had to be with ten children (all

_ ; Manhole in Alleged FI
Free Black Army Friends in Tombs"; *Police Break G i 5 Jarmonn
; Plot?* T
ang Flou!™ Ti-State Defender, 5 January twa years apart) growing up, each trying to live up to the other or be better. We
were determined not to be caught up in the rue of the gherro. We were going to get

;39:1?:;;?-31 91?42.311 Alleged Plor 10 Frea 6 at Tombs Released by Judge," New York Times, 24
7. “Interview with Safiya Bukhari-Alston™ out . . . so each of us worked on our separate goals—ten individuals—one family, in
our separate world.
We believed thar with the right education we could *make it"—so that's the

_ + Akinyele Omowale Umoja, “Set O .
tiors Free: The Legacy of the Black Panther Parey and Political Prisonersr-! o T}Z Bfr:'::kfaa:, .
route we took searching for the “American Dream.” I was going o be a doctor.
In my second year of coliege 1 pledged a sorority—it was here that the rose col-

ther Party [Reconsidered], 42879, Safiya B i “*Comi
‘ : v oaftya Bulchari-Alston, Coming of Age,” Nores fram a New
Afrian P.O.W, Journal, Book 7 (New Yorl: Spear & Shield Publications, 1979); Uii:::l!;ta:e‘: :
ored glasses were cracked and rays of reality were allowed to filter in.
The sorority had decided to help “disadvantaged” children as one of our projects

of America v Berice Jories, December 30, 1975,
8. “Interview with Safiya Bukhart-Alston™; §
Center for Women, October 28, 1975.

for the year and we were trying to decide what countey to work with when one of
the Sisters supgested that we work in the ghertos of New York. Personally, I'd never
even thoughe of people in the United States being disadvantaged, but only too fazy

to work and “make it.” | was in for one of the biggest rude awakenings of my life.
A few of us were sent to Harlem to investigate the sinsation. We alked to people
on the street, in the welfare centers, from door to door, and watched them work

afiye Asya Bulhari v Virginia Correctional .
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and play, loiter an the corners and in the bas. Whar We Came awgy
of humi!iation, degradation, deprivation and waste thar s /
lasted until death . . . in (oo many cases, at an early age.
E:ven at this poing, [ didn’t see this as affecting me personally
project . . . sort of a tourise who rakes Pity on the less fortunae, ,

with was g stary
tarted in infancy gng

The sorority decided to do what we could tq help the childien. The Black Pap.

ther Party had a Free Breaifast Program to feed th

I couldn't get inro the politics of the Black P
| anther Parry, but I could vol t
10 feed some hungry children; you see, children; deserve a good srarc and yo:?-l::
to feed them for them to live 1o fearn. I's hard to think of teading and arithmey;

connection of things.

hEvery moming,.at 5:00 my daughter and I would get ready and e to the Cenger
where I was working on the Breaitfast Program—cook and serve breakfast, some.
times talk to.thc children about problemms they were encountering and son:.etirnes'
helpbrhem w1.|:h their hc:.amewor[c. Everything was going along smoothly until the
gum er of children coming began to fall off Finally, 1 began ro question the ch
hrer; and found Zuththat the police had been telling the parents in the neighbor..
00d not to send cheir child “feedi |
oo o o s tidren 1o the Program because we were “feeding them
It’s one thing to hear aboyt underhanded things the police do——you can

‘ ng : ignore
it then—byt ir's totally differens ro experierice it for yoursel

f—you either lie to-

FIRST ENCOUNTER WITH "THE POLICE

It wasn't. long after that when [ was forced to make a decision about what direction
I was gaing in politically. I was on 42nd Street with a friend when we noticed a
crowd gathered on the comer, In the center of the crowd was a Panither with some
aewspapers under his arm. Two police officers were also chere. | listened to see what
was going on. The police was telling the Panther he couldnt seli newspapers on the
commer and he was insisting that he could. Without @ thought, I told the police that
the Brother had a constitutional right to disserninare political 1
which point, the police asked for my identification and ar
myself, along with the Brother who was selling the papers.

only as a sorority
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I had never been arrested before and 1 was naive enough to believe that all you
had ta do was be honese and everything would work out all right. [ was wrong again.
As soon as the police got us into the back seat of their car and pulled away from
the crowd the bestiality began to show. My friend went to say something and one
of the police officers threatened to ram his nighustick up her if she opened her
mouth again, and ran on in a monologue abour Black peaple. [ listened and got

. ...
EmgAt the 14th Precinct they separated us to search us. They made us strip. After
the policewoman had searched me, | remember one of the male officers telling her
to make sure she washed her hand so she wouldn’t catch anything.

That night, I went to see my mother, explained to her about the bust and about
a decision I'd made. Momma and Daddy were in the kitchen when 1 got there—
Daddy sitting at the table and Momma cooking. 1 remember telling them about the
bust and them saying nothing, Then I told them about how the police had acred
and them still saying nothing. Then I told them that I couldn’t sit still and allow
the police to get away with that. | had to stand up for my rights as a huran being.
I remember my morher saying, ©. . . if you think it’s right, then do it.” [ went back
to Harlem and joined the Black Panther Party.

1 spent the next year working with welfare mothers, Liberarion Schoals, talking
to students, learning the reality of life in the ghettos of America and re-evaluating
a lot of the things | had been taught about the “land of the free and the home of
the brave.”

It was about this time that 1 quit school and went to ook for a full-time job. 1
had education and skills bur there was always something wrong. It didn't dawn on
me what it was until [ went to ITT and applied fora job as a receptionist-clerk and
they told me [ was over qualified. I ended up working for my friend's mother in her
beauty patlor and spent all of my spare time with the Party.

By the summer of 1970 1 was a full time Party member and my daughter was
staying with my mother. I was teaching some of the Political Education classes at
the Party office and had established a Liberation School in my Section of the com-
muniry. I had listened to the eldetly while they told me how they couldn't survive
off their miserly social security checks—not pay rent and eat, too—so they pay their
rent and eat from the dog food section of the supermarker or the garbage cans. |
had listened to the middle-aged mother as she rold of being evicted from her home
and sleeping on a subway with her children because the welfare refused to give her
help unless she signed over all che property she had, and out of desperation, fraudu-
lently received welfare. [ had watched while a mother prostituted her body to pur
food in the mouth of her child and another mother, mentally broken under the
pressure, prostituted her eight-year-old child. I had seen enough of the tavages of
dope, alcohol and despair to know that g change had to be made so the world could
be a better place for my child to live in.

My mother had successfully kept me ignorant of the reality of the plight of Black
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people in America—now [ had learned it for myself—but | was stiil to learn 5 -
harsher lesson: The Plight of the Slave Who Dares to Rebel.

TURBULENT TIMES

The year 1971 saw many turbulens times in the Black Panther Party and changes :
in my life. I met and worked with many people who were o teach me and guide
me: Michael (Cetewayo) Tabor of the Panther 21; Albert (Nuh) Washingron, and
“Lost One” who was responsible for my initial polirical education, Robert Wehh,
Cer taughe e to deal principledly; Nuh taught me compassion, and Robert taugh
me to be firm in my convictions.

When the split went down in the Black Panther Party I was left in a position of
Communications and Informarion Officer of the East Coast Black Panther Parry, Ie
wasn't until much laer that | was o find our how vuinerable char position was,

Many of the members of the Party went underground to work with the Black
Liberation Acty (BLA). 1 was among those elected to remain ahoveground and
supply necessary support. The murders of youths such as Cliffard Glover, Tyrone
Guyron, etc., by police, and retaliation by the BLA with the assassinations of police
officers Piagentini and Jones and Rocco and Laurie, made the powers char be fran-
tic.! They pulled out the stops in their campaign to rid the streets of rebellious
slaves,

By the spring of 1973, Comrades Assata Shakur and Sundiata Acoli were cap-
tured, along with Nuh and Jalil (Anthony Bottom) and Twyman Meyers® was on the
FBI’s Most Wanred List, and [ was still traveling back and forth across the country
trying o build necessary support mechanisms.

In 1972 1 recognized the need for somerhing other chan myself to depend on. You
see, in less than two years I'd aged to the point where I realized that nothing is
pPermanent or secure in a world where it's who you know and what you have thar
counts. I'd seen friends and foved ones sither killed or thrown in prison and associ-
ates that I'd once thought would never go back, turn states or go back into the
woodwork. Nuh tumed me on to Islam, which §ave me a new security, sense of
purpose and dignity.

By 1973 I'd begun to receive a lot of flak from the police because of what they
“suspected” | might be doing. Actually it was because [ didn't have a record, they
couldn’c carch me doing anything and 1 continued to actively and vocally support

the BLA members . . . also my homework had been done so well in the community .

that the communivy’s support was there also.

On January 25, 1975 myself and some other members of the Amistad Collecrive of
the BLA went into che country in Virginia to practice night firing. We were to leaye
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Virginia that night on our way to Jackson, Mississippi because [ wanted to he there
on Sunday to see someone. We decided tq stop by a store before we went back o
the crib we were staying ar so we could pick up some cold cuts to make sandwiches
with s0 we wouldn't have o stop at any roadside restaurancs on the way down. We
drove around looking for an open store. When we came to one [ told the Brothers
to wait in the car and I'd go in the store and be right back,

[entered the store, wenr past the registers, down an aisle to the meat counter and
started checking them for all-beef products. [ heard the door opening and looked up
to see two of the brothers coming in—didn’t give it a thought-—went back to whar
I was doing when out of the comer of my left eye I saw a rifle pointed toward the
door, in the manager’s hand. [ quickly got into an aisle just as the firing starred, Up
to this point | had heard no words spoken. With the first [ull in shooting, Kombozi
[Amistad] (one of my badyguards and also a member of the Amistad Collective)
came down the aisle towards me, He was wearing a full-length army coar. It was
completely buttoned. As he came toward me he rold me he was shot. [ didn’t
believe him, at first, because I saw no blood and his weapon wasn't drawn. Then,
he insisted again so I told him to lic down on the floor and I'd rake care of it.

Masai [Ehehosi] (my co-defendant) had apparently made it back out the door
when the firing started because just then he came back to the door and tried to
draw the fire 56 we could get out. [ saw him get shot in the face and stumble back-
wards out the door. I looked around for a way out and realized there was none. I
elected to play it low-key in order to try and get help for Kombozi as soon as posst-
ble. I was to leam that the effort was wasted. The manager of the store and his son,
Paul Green, Sr. and Jr. stomped Kombozi to death in feont of my eyes, Lacer, when
} attempted to press counter-charges of murder against them, the Commonwealch
attorney called it “justifiable” homicide.

Five minurtes after the shoot-out went down the FBI was on the scene. The next
morming they held a press conference saying | was notorious, dangerous, etc., and
known to law enforcement agencies nationwide—and my bail was set at one mil-
lion dollars on each counc. 1 had five couns,

TRIAL AND IMPRISONMENT

On April 16, 1975, after a trial that lasted one day, we wete sentenced to forty years,
and that night | arrived here ar the Visginia Correctional Cenrer for Women in
Goochland.

Directly following my arrival { was placed in the Maximum Security building and
there | stayed until, after being threatened with court action, they released me to
general population. The day after my release to general population I was told chat
the first iota of trouble that I caused I would be placed back in the Maximum Secu-
rity building and there I would stay.

At thar point, and for the next two years, my emphasis was on getring some medi-
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cal care for myself and the other women here and educational programs and activi.
ties, the priority being on medical care for myself. Inside the prison ! was denied it
(the general feeling was they couldn’t chance hospitalizarion for fear I'd escape sg
rather than chancing my escape they preferred to take a chance on my life), In the
courts they said they saw no evidence of inadequare medical care, but rather, g
difference of opinion on treatment between me and the prison doctor.

The “medical treatment” for women prisoners here in Virginia has got to be an’
all-time low, when you got to put your life in the hands of a “dactor” whe examines
& woman who has her right ovary removed and tells her there's tendemness in her
right ovary; or when this same “docror” examines a woman who has been in prisoq _:
for six months and tells her she's six weeks pregnant and there's nathing wrong
with her and she later finds her baby has died and mortified inside of her; or whe
he tells you you're not pregnant and three months later yau give birth to 2 sevep
pound baby boy; not to menrion prescribing Maalox for a sore throat and diagnos- :
ing a sore throat that turns out to be cancer,

painkillers, or have surgery. 1 decided 1o use the lack of medical care os my defens
for the escape and by doing so do twa things: (1) expose the level of medical care
at the prison, and () puc pressure on them o give me the care | needad.

I finally gor to the hospital in June of 1978. By that time it was too lare, 1 was so
messed up inside thar everything but one ovary had to g0. Because of the negligence :
of the "doctor” and the fack of feeling of the prison officials, they didn't give o
dammn, 1 was forced to have a hysterecromy.

When they brought me back to this prison in March of 1977, because of the
escape, they placed me in Cell 5 on the segregation end of the Maximum Security
building—rthe same room they placed me in on April 16, 1975. To date, I'm still in
that cell, allegedly because of my escape, but in actuality because of my politics.

How do I know? Because since my being returned to this institution on March
24, 1977 other women have escaped and been brought back and have been released
te general population—and yesterday (after twenty-two months) my co-defendant
on the escape charge was okayed for release to general population. I was denied.

Despite all of the emotional and physical setbacks 've experienced, I've learned
a lot. I've watched the appressor play that same old game on Black people they've
been playing for centuries—divide and conquer. Black women break under pressure
and sell their men down the river and then the oppressor separates the women from
their children. in wo strokes che stare does more damage than 30 years in prison
could have done if the women had supported the men.

And now, more than ever before, Black women—New Afrikan women— have :
developed a mercenary outlook on life. They are not abaut family, community and :
us as a people anymore. They're about looking goad, having fun and “making ir."
Women's liberation is what they're talking aboyt, failing to grasp the realization °
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that true women'’s liberation for Black women will anly come abour with the libera.
tion of Black people as a whole, so thar for the fist time since our forefathers were
snatched from the Afrikan continent and brought to America as slave labor, we can
be a family, and from thar family build a community and a Nation.

The powers that be were totally disconcerted when Black mothers, wives, daugh-
ters and Black women in general stood by and, in a lor of cases, fought beside their
men when they were caprured, shot or vicrimized by the police and other agents of
the government. They were frightened of the potential to wreak havoc chat Black
womer represented when Black women began to enter into the prisons and jails in
efforts to liberare their men. They were spurred into action when they were con-
fronted with the fact that Black women were educating their children from the
cradle up about who the real enemies of Black people are and whar must be done
to eliminate this ever present threat to the lives of Black people.

During the last four years of my incarceration I've watched and didn't speak
because I didn’t want to chance alienating the “lef” as Black men and Black
women have fooled themselves into believing that we were “making progress’’
because (1) Patricia Harris, a Black woman, i part of the U.S. president's cabinet,
and (Z) Andrew Young is the Ambassador to the UN.—failing to realize thar it's
all palitics—American style. And, twenty women of all races are working together
for Women’s Liberation. There is no real progress being made. As a matter of fact,
one of [former president Jimmy] Carter’s best friends, Vernon Jordan, head of the
Urban League, had to concede in his annual economic review The State of Black
America, 1979, that the “income gap berween Blacks and whires is actually wid-
ening.’™

The sacrifices Black women have made in search of Black womanhooad, like the
sacrifices made by the peaple of Knossus in its efforts to slay the Minotaur, have
been many, harsh and cruel—but We too can slay the beast (in our case American
tacism, capitalism and sexism) and out of the ashes build a free and independent
Black Narion in which We can take our rightful place as Women, Wives and Math-
ers, knowing cur children will live o be men and women, our men will be allowed
to recognize their manhood—support and defend their families wich digniry.

TOGETHER BUILDING A FUTURE FOR OURSFELVES!
Build to Win!

COMING OF AGE: AN UPDATE [JANUARY 18, 1980]

It's cwo years since I wrote the original article . . . lots of things have happened . ..
Assata Shalur was liberared; Imari Obadelet was released | . . the Klu Klux Klan
regrouped and revamped;’ sixteen Black children are missing and presumed ro be
dead in Atlanta;® eight Black men murdered in Buffalo;? pregnant Black women
shot in Chattanooga;? Ronald Reagan will take office in two days.?
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It’s two months since I was released from the Maximum Security Building (4
spending a total of three vears and seven months) . . . had o 80 to coutt to do
+»» it 100 was an eye opening experience . . . they said the reason they were keepi
me housed in that building was because [ was a "threat to the security of the f
world.”

What can I say? It seems that che political scene in America has come full cire
and Black people are once again the scapegoats for everything that goes wrong:
white America. They no longer feel the need to pacify us with poverty progray
and token jobs.

Sitting in a Maximum Security cell for three years and seven months afford;
e an opportunity to reflect upon my life and the tessons [ was forced to learn .
but now the learning process is over . | . it is time to pur what I've learned in
practice . . . freedom will only be won by the sweat of our brows,

AFTERWORD 12 YEARS LATER

Yesterday, Ocrober 21, 1994, we buried a cloge comrade, friend and brother—DBree;

Barrow. Less than nwo weeks ago, we buried another close comrads, friend, menrg

been tocked down in the dungeons of this councry.

Reverberating through my mind for years has been the incantation of Che G
vara, “Wherever deach may Surprise us, it will be welcome as long s this our battfs
cry reach some receptive ear and new hands reach out to intone our funeral dirge
with the staccato of machinegun fire and new cries of batle and victory.” Now;
today, this minute, this hour (as Maleolm wauld say} I've come to realize thar pic
ing up the gun wasfis the easy part. The hard part is the day to day organizing;
educaring and showing the people by example what needs to be done to create a

loving ourselves and our people and working wich them daily to create a new reality’
... this is the firs revolution, that invernal revolution. '

Pm coming to understand wha they meant when they sang the words, “The rac
is not given to the swift, nor is i given to the strong, but 1o him thac endures
the end,” and what was meanc by the fable of the “hare and the tortoise.” Som
people declare themselves to be revolutionaries, members of one organization ot
another i.e., [ was one of the first Panthers, or 1 used to be a Panther. . . and only -
come out when there’s some major celebration where Panthers are on display . .
and live off of their former glory, not understanding that it's nor ahout what you -

used 1o be, but what are you doing now. They ran a quick race, urilizing all for the

moment and grew tired and gave up. It may take a lirtle longer to do it the han
way, slow and merhodical, building a movement step-by-step and block-by-bloclk
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it doing it this way is designed to build a strong foundation that will withstand
ut test of time and the attack of the enemy. . .
.I.l-.ic we truly are to create a new society, we must build a strong foundation. If we

ily are 1 have a new society, we must develop a mechanism to struggle from one
fuly

ration to the next. If we truly are to maineain our new society after we have
g

ol the battle and claimed the victory, we must instill into the hearts and minds
Woon

our children, our people, ourselves this ability to struggle on all fronts, internally

".:d externally, laying a foundation built upon a love for ourselves and a knowledpe
a];l ]

'3 i Il we have endured.
sactifices that went before and a . ,
F"i'l.ll‘::ere is much to be done to achieve this. There i5 a long road ahead of us. Let’s

do it

NOTES

. Originally published in Notes from a New Afrikan P.O.W. Jowrnal, Book 7. Spear & Shield
:'.Publications.

- 1. Editor's note: On April 28, 1973, police officer Thomas Shea, searching for “tvo black

i s, i - i lover in a South Jamaica,
: in their early 20's,” shot and killed ten-year-old Clifford G

: llf]ligesl;?a&:r pursuing Glover and his fifty-year-cld stepfarher, Add Armstead, S}ma was larer
:.a'cl' :itted. Murray Schumach, “Police-Call Tape Played at Trial,” New York T.rmes, 24 May
: 19';’}4 37; Laurie Johnston, “Jury Clears Shea in Killing of Boy," New York Times, 13 June
1974, 1.

| illed on November 1, 1973, by police from the
.Fourteen-year-old Tyrone Guytan was killa T ‘
meryville, Calif., Police Deparrment in what many black activists and community members

: cist murder. En protest against his murder and the murder of several other b!zfck
..;iiat;f:i:ﬁ pr:lice. including pCIifﬁ:rrd Glaver, Clavde Reese, Alberto ":E'ermnee, and Deé'rlck
‘Browne, the Jonathan Jackson/Sam Melville Unit of the New World Liberation Fmrlts{ Y‘E'l'
‘bionese Liberation Army) hombed the Emeryville Police Station on Navember 13, “Symbi-
.onese Liberation Army Communiqué #1," Claychech wws.claykeck.com/party/docsf
‘comm] fitm; “Communiqué Issued by the Symbionese Liberation Army (under the name

New Warld Liberation Front') following the bombing of the Emeryville Police Station on
August 13, 1975" Claycheck, www.claykeck.com/pattyfdacsfcomm813.hem. .
New Yotk Police Officers Joseph A. Piagentini and Waverly M. Jones were rm,:rdered in
Harlem on May 21, 1971. While the lagitimacy of the evidence in thF prosecution’s case was
questionable, Black Liberation Army members Jalil Abdul Muntaqim {Anthony Botrom),

W " ; i f the murders. Muntagim was
" Herman Belt, and Alberc “Nubh” Washington were convicted o he mu \ 1
_ den[;:cl parole in 2002, and Bell is up for parole in 2004; Albert "Nuh" Washington died of

liver cancer in April of 2000 while still incarcerated in Néw York, "New York State Task
Force an Political Prisoners: Clemency Peition.”

New York Police officers Roceo Laurie and Gregory Foster were murdered on Januall'y 27,
1972, While no witness could confidently identify the killer{s), members of the E?lac.lc Ll?:era-
tion Army were accused of the murders. See: Gerald C. Fraser, “4 at Murder Site Testify at

Trial," New York Times, 30 Janwuary 1974, 21; Associared Press, “Murdet Witness Recants on

Identity,” New York Times, 31 January 1974, 37.
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2. Editor's note: Twyman Ford Meyers, twenty-three-year-ald Black Liberation Ay,
member, was killed in a shooraut with the FBI and New York Police Department officers
November {4, 1973, See: John T. McQuiston, “Fugitive Black Militans ls Killed in Brorp,
Shootour with Police,™ New York Ttmes, 15 November 1973, 93,

3. Editor's note: Vernon Jordan, The State of Blach America {New York: National Urhan
League, 1979},

4. Editor's note: [marj Obadele, former president of che Republic of New Afrilta, wag
accused of “encouraging” the Aungust 18, 1971, murder of a Mississippi palice oficer at the
organization's headquarters and charged with the murder, despire the release, on grounds of
self-defense, of others aceused, See Associared Press, “Black Conviceed in Police Slaying,”
New York Times, 7 May 1972; Associated Press, “4 Black Separatists Freed, Leader Is Held
for Inquiry,” New York Times, 12 Ocrober 1971, 18,

3. Editor's note: In the late 19705 and early 1980s, the Kq Kiux Klan wimessed a res-
gence in visibility ang membership in the United Stares and Canada. The Anti-Defamarign
League of B'nai B'rich estimated that in 1980, the Klan boasted 10,000 members and 100,000
“sympathizers” in IWenty-two states, representing che largese increase in membership in e
yeaes. A Justice Department study during the same year warned that the “[nvisihla Empire, 55
Knights of the Kuy Kl Klan," a facrion headed by Bill Wilkinson, pased a serious threar
because of its use of violence, See “UJS Study Urges Agencies ro Cooperate againse Klan,*’

New Yotk Times, 14 November 1980, Al9; “Ku Kiux Klan s Secking New Members ip, -
Toronte,” New York Times, 30 june 1980, A8.

6. Editor's note: Berwaen August 1979 agd January 1981, sixeen black children, two girs 331 -
and foureeen boys, disappeared from their homes in and around Atlanra; several of the bodies
were found suffacared, bludgeoned, shot, or steangled. Police reported char they were “baffle
by the absence of an pparent motive for the slayings.” See "Hundreds Search in Atlanta
after the Discovery of Skelerons,” New York Times, 11 January 1981, 20.

the decision was overturned by the New York Stare Court of Appeals in 1985, See “Murder
Convietions Against '22-Caliber Killer' Overturned,” 1o Angeles Times, 6 July 1985, 11;
“Inquiry an Killings Shifred Ceorgia," New York Times, 26 April 1981, 43.

8. Editor's nose, Bulchari-Alston likely refers to the killing of thirty-year-old Dorothy
Brown, a pregnant black woman, by a white police officer in Jackson, Mlississippi, on August
29, 1980. Police contend that, upon receiving a call from neighbors claiming that Brown wag
drunk and threatening them with g gum, Officer Gary King artived on the scene and, when
himself threatened with Brown's weapon, shot her four times. Witnesses, however, claim chat
Brown had calmed down prior to King’s artival, On September 6, black and some whire
members of the community matched in front of City Hall protesting Brown's death and call.
ing for the resignation of Police Chief Ray Pope, accused of cavering up numerous incidents
of police brurality agains: African Americans. See “Blacks in Jackson, Miss. Protest Killing
of Woman," New York Thmes, 7 Seprember 1980, 230,

8. Editor's nate: Ronald Reagan was inaugurated as che farteth president of the United _
States on Janary 20, 198],

Chapter Ten

Sundiata Acoli

Sundiata Acoli (Clark Squire) was bom on Janwary 14, 193?, in Decatur, Texas,
and raised in Vemon, Texas. After graduating feorn Prairie \lﬁew A&M Colllege of
Texas with a degree in mathemarics, he worked for the National Atronaum?s and
Space Administration (NASA) for a peri?{d aif time and then worked for thirteen
i utet technology in the New York area,
Yeﬁén;;rgsr of three civi[gr‘irghts workers, Andrew Goodman, Min:he?el $chwer1'EeF,
and James Chaney, in Mississippi by Klansmen in 1964 initiated Squire into politi-
cal activisin, This event was intended to intimidare many of the vo‘lt{nteers for the
campaign against racial segregation in M ississippi. chu‘ire,‘though, ]o_med the su{rg—
mer project started by the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Comrn.tttee. (SNC )
and Council of Federated Organizarions {COFO) in order to fight racial discrimina.
tion. During this “Freedom Sumemer of 1964" informal schools were t?re.atf:cl for the
literacy and political education of the black community, aI:ld' the ML'..iSlSSlppl Free-
dom Democratic Parcy (MEDP), which propelled SNCC activist Fannie Lou Hamer
ional prominence, was founded.

* R:tollci) joairid the Harlem branch of the newly formed Black Panl:hfer Party (BPP)
and served as its finance minister. He was arrested on April 2, 1969, in the Panther
21 conspiracy case (see the biography of Dhoruba Bin Wahad). Tht.: Pantllier leaders
were eventually acquitted of all charges bur extended inca_rceranon prior to a.nd
during their trials, and self-exile as fugitives, rendered many incapable of organizing
i i merican commeunities.
" Sitiindt extensive targeting of Black Panthers by the FBI's COINTELFRO,
Acoli considered the underground a necessity in order for Panther§ to escape gov-
emument and police assaules. The U.S. government considered thn? llb?ratl?n move-
FOERT 4 terrorist organization. In wimess testimony for Sekou Odmga‘s’ mrial, Acolf
argued that “‘police pressure’ had forced him . . . and othe?:s © go Ll’ll‘;derground
with their activities . . , [hecause] a lot of Panthers wete getting klllfid.

On May 2, 1973, Sundiata Acoli, Assata Shakuz, and Zayd Malik Shalkur were
stopped for an alleged traffic violation by state troopers on the New Jersey Turnpike
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searching for black militants. In the ensuing shootout, in which Panther Zayd Sha-
kur and pelice officer Werner Foerster were killed, and Assata Shalur wounded,
Acoli escaped only o be captured two days later. Inconclusive and contradictory
ballistics evidence obscures how Trooper Foerster was killed. The two bullets that
were found in Foerster’s body were revolver bullets rather than those of a pistol, the
type of weapon found in the pulled-over vehicle, Considerable contraversy, includ-
ing allegations of prosecutorial malfeasance, surrounded the trial.®> Nonetheless,
Assata Shakur and Sundiata Acoli were convicted of the murder of Trooper Foeester
in separate trials, both with all-white juries. They were each sentenced to life plus
thirty years in prison. (Shakur escaped from prison in 1979,)

Acoli was confined in Trenton Stare Prison, a Management Control Unit
(MCL) created for him and other politically associated prisoners. For five years, he
lived in an isclation cell smaller than the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
o Animals’ standard space requirement for a German shepherd.* Suffering from
tuberculosis, Acoli was tansferred in September of 1979, even though he had no
federal charges or sentences, to one of the highest-security prisons in the United
States, Marion Control Unir prison, cited by Amnesty Intemational for its human
rights abuses.> He, as wece other political prisoners, was locked down twenty-three
hours a day in a stripped cell. Acoli was in Marion for eight years before he was
transferred in July 1987 to Leavenworth, Kansas. In che fall of 1992, he was eligible
for bur denied parole, and the New Jersey Parole Board (his trial took place in New
Jersey)} ruled, in its twenty-minute hearing, that he would only be eligible again
after another twenty years. Acoli was not allowed o attend the parole meering, Me
s currently incarcerated in the USP Allenwoad in White Deer, Pennsylvania, in
the general population. Following September 11, 2001, Sundiara Acolj was placed
in solitary confinement and held incommunicado uni] Jenuary 3, 2002,
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An Updated History of the New Afrikan
Prison Struggle (Abridged)

The New Afrikan liberation struggle behind the walls refers ta the struggle of Black
prisoniers, "behind the walls" of U.S. penal Institutions, 1o gain liberation for our-
selves, our people, end all oppressed peaple. We of the New Afrikan Independence
Movement spell "Afrikan” with a “k” as an indicator of our culrural identificacion
with the Afrikan continent and because Afrikan linguists originally used “k” to
indicate the “c” sound in che English language. We use the rerm “New Afrikan,”
instead of Black, ro define qurselves as an Afrikan people who have been forcibly

rransplanted to a new land and formed into a “new Afrikan nation” in North
America.

THE BLACK LIBERATION ERA

Black Panthers Usher in the Black Liberation Movement

Midstride che 1960s, on February 21, 1963, Malcolm [X] was assassinated, but his
star continued to rise and his seeds fell on fertile soil. The following year, October
1966, in Oakland, California, Huey P. Newron and a handful of armed youchs
founded the Black Panther Parey for Self Defense on peinciples that Malcolm had
preached—and the Black Liberation Moverment {BLM) was born.

Subsequently the name was shortened to the Black Panther Parcy (BPP) and g
ten-point program was created which stated:

We want freedom. We want power ro determine the destiny of our Black commu-
nity.

We want full employment for our peaple.

We want an end to the robbery by the CAPITALIST of our Black community.

We want decent housing, fit for the shelter of human beings.

We want education for our people that exposes the true nature of this decadent
American society. We want education that teaches us our true history and our
role in the presert day society.

We want all Black men to be exempt from military service.

We want an immediate end 1o POLICE BRUTALITY and MURDER of Black
people.

We want freedom for al! Black men held in federal, state, county and city prisons
and jails.

We want all Black people when broughe to trial to be wied in court by a jury of
their peer group or people from their black communities, as defined by the
Constitution of the United States.
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We want land, bread, housing, education, clothing, justice and peace. And as
our major political objective, a United Nations-supervised plebiscite to be held
throughout the Black colony in which only Black colonial subjects will be
allowed to participate, for the purpose of determining the will of Black people
as to their national destiny.

The Panthers established numerous programs to serve the Qakland ghetro—free
breakfasts for children, free health care, free day-care, and free political educarion
classes. The program that rivered the ghetro's attention was their campaign o “stop
police murder and brutality of Blacks." Huey, a community college pre-law student,
discovered that it was legal for citizens to openly carry arms in Califomia. Wich
that assurance the Black Panrher Party began armed car patrols of the police eruis-
ers that patrolled Oakland's Black colony. When a cruiser stopped to make an
arrest, the Panther car stopped. They fanned out around the scene, arms at the
ready, and obsecrved, tape recorded, and recommended a lawyer to the arrested vie-
rim, It didn’t take long for the police to retaliate. They confronted Huey late one
night near his home. Gunfire erupred, leaving Huey critically wounded, a police-
man dead and another wounded. The Panthers and the Oakland/Bay community
responded with a massive campaign to save Huey from the gas chamber. The Cali-
fornia Senate began a hearing to rescind the law permicting citizens to openly carry
arms within city limits. The Panthers staged an armed demonstration during the
hearing at the Sacramento Capitol to protest the Senate’s action, which gained
national publicity.! That publicity, together with the Panthers’ philosophy of revo-
lutionary nationalism, self-defense, and the “Free Huey” campaign, catapulted the
BPP to nationwide prominence.

But not without cost. On August 25, 1967, J. Edpar Hoover issued his infamous
Counter Intelligence Program (COINTELFRO) memorandum which directed the
FBI {and local police officials) to disrupt specified Black organizations and neucral-
ize their leaders so a5 to prevent “the rise of a Black messiah.*2

Attacks Increase on Revolutionaries

The Panthers rolled eascward, establishing offices in each major northem ghetto.
As they went, they set up revolutionary programs in each community that were
geared to provide community control of schools, tenant control of slum housing,
free breakfast for school children, free health, day-care, and legal clinics, and free
political education classes for the community. They also initiated campaigns to
drive dope-pushers and drugs from the community, and campaigns to stop police
murder and brutality of Blacks. As they went abour the community organizing these
various programs they were frequently confronted, atracked, or arrested by the
police, and some were even killed during these encounters.

Other revolutionary organizers suffered similar entrapments. The Revolutionary
Action Movement's (RAM) Herman Ferguson and Max Stamford were arrested in
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1967 on spurious charges of conspiring to kill civil rights leaders. In the same year
Amiri Baraka a.k.a. LeRoi Jones (the poet and playwright) was arrested for trans-
porting weapons in a van during the Newark riots and did a brief stint in Trenton
State Prison unil a successful appeal overturned his conviceion. SNCC's Rap
Brown, Siwokely Carmichael, and other oratars were constantly threatened or
charged with “inciting o riot” as they crisscrossed the country speaking to mass
audiences, Congress passed so-called “Rap Brown™ laws to deter speakers from crass-
ing state lines to address mass audiences lest a disturbance break out leaving them
vulnerable.to federal charges and imprisonment.” And numerous revolutionary
organizers and orators were impeisoned.

This initial flow of revolutionaries into the jails and prisons began to spread a
revolutionary nationalist hue theouglh New Afrikans behind the walls. New Afrikan
Prisoners were also influenced by the domestic revolutionary armosphere and the
liberation struggles in Afrika, Asia, and South America. Small groups began study-
ing on their own, or in collectives, the works of Malcolm X, Huey F. Newton, The
Black Panther Newspaper [Intercommunal News Servicel, The Militant Newspaper,
contemparary national liberation steuggle leaders Kwame Nlrumszh, Jomo Kenyatta,
Frantz Fanen, Che Guevara, Fidel Castro, Ho Chi Minh, and Mac Tse-tung, plus
Marx, Lenin, and Balcunin too. Increasing numbers of New Afrikan and Third
Warld prisaners became more conscious of national liberation politics. The percent-
ages of New Afrilcan and Third World prisoners increased while the number of
White prisoners decreased throughout U.S. prisons. Under this onslaught of rising
national liberarion consciousness, increased percentages of New Afrikan and Third
World prisoners, and decreased numbers of White prisoners, the last of the prisons’
overt segregation policies fell by the wayside.

THE NEW AFRIKAN INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT

The seeds of Malcolm took further root on March 19, 1968. On that date the Provi-
sional Government of the Republic of New Afrika (RNA) was founded at a conven-
tion held ac the Black-owned Twenty Grand Motel in Detroit. Over 500 grassroots
activists came together to issue a Declaration of Independence on behalf of the
oppressed Black Nation inside North Ametica, and the New Afrikan Independence
Movement (NAIM) was born.? Since then, Blacks desiring an independent Black
Nation have referred to themselves and other Blacks in the U.S. as New Afcikans.
That same manch, March 1968, during Martin Luther King's march in Memphis,
angry youths on the fringes of the march broke away and began breaking store win-
dows, looting, and firebombing. A sixteen-year-old boy was killed and fifty people
were injured in the ensuing viclence.® This left Martin profoundly shaken and ques-
tioning whether his philosophy was still able to hold the youth to a nonviolent
commitment. On April 4th he retumed to Memphis, seeking the answer through
one more march, and found an assassin’s bullet. Ghettos exploded in flames one
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after another across the face of America. The philosophy of Black Liberation surged
to the forefront among the youth.

But nat the youth alone. Following a seres of police provocations in Cleveland,
an July 23, 1968, New Libya Movement activists there set an ambush thar killed
several policemen. A “fortyish” Ahmed Evans was convicted of the killings and
died in prison ten vears later of “cancer.s

More CIA dope surged into the ghectos from the Golden Triangle of Southeast
Asia.” Revolutionaries stepped up their organizing activities on both sides of the
walls. Behind the walls the New Afrikan percentage steadily increased,

THE STREET GANGS

There were numerous Black, Whire, Puerto Rican and Asian street arganizations,
i.e., “gangs,” in New York City during the 1950s. Among the more notorious Black
street gangs of the era were the Chaplains, Bishops, Sinmers, and Corsair Lords; also
there was the equally violent Puerto Rican Dragons. All warred against each orher
and other gangs that crossed their paths.

By the 1960s, the post-World War I heroin influx had taken its toll, Most of the
New York street gangs faded away. Their youthful members had succumbed to drugs,
either through death by overdose, or had ceased gang activities in order o pursue
full time criminal activities to feed their drug habit or were in prison because of
drug-crime activities or youth gang assaules and killings.

Lumumba Shakur, warlord of the Bishops, and Sekou Odinga, leader of the Sin-
ners, were two such youths who had been sent to the reformatory for youth gang
assaults. They graduated up through the “Gladiator Prisons”—Woodburn and
Comstock—to mainline Attica, became politicized by the stack brutal racism in
each prison and at age twenty-one were spit back upon the screets, When the Pan-
thers reached the cast coast in 1968, Lumumba and Sekou were among the first
youths to sign up. Lumumba opened the Harlem Chapter of the Black Panther
Party as its Defense Captain. Sekou opened the Queens Chapter as a Lieutenant
and later transferred to Harlem to co-head it with his boyhood pal, Lumumba.

ORIGIN OF THE GANGSTER
DISCTPLES STREET GANG

The Gangster Disciples were founded in the 1960s in Chicago under the name
“Black Disciples” by che late David Barksdale, known historically in gang citcles as
King David® The group’s name was later changed to “Black Gangster Disciples”
and later still the name was shortened to “Gangster Disciples,” or simply as “GD."
Its gang colors are blue and black.?
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COINTELPRO ATTACKS

In 1969 COINTELPRO launched i main actack on the Black Liberation Mave.
ment. It began with the mass arrests of Lumumba Shakur and the New York Panther
21. It followed with a series of military raids on Black Panther Party offices in Phila-
delphia, Baltimore, New Haven, Jersey City, Detroit, Chicago, Denver, Omaha,
Sacramento, and San Diego, and was capped off wich an early moming four hour
siege that poured thousands of rounds into the Los Angeles BPP office, By mid
morning, hundreds of angry Black residents gathered at che scene and demanded
that the police cease-fire. Fortunately Geronimo ji-Jaga, decorated Vietnam vet,
had eatlier fortified the office to withstand 2n assaule, and 1o Panthers were seri-
ously injured. However, repercussions from the event eventually drove him under.
ground. The widespread aceacks left Panthers dead all across the country—Fred
Hampton, Mark Clatk, Bunchy Carter, John Huggins, Walter Toure Pope, Bobby
Hutton, Sylvester Bell, Frank “Capt. Franco" Diggs, Fred Bennetr, James Carr, Larry
_ Robeson, John Savage, Spurgeon “"Jake” Winrers, Alex Rackley, Arthur Motris,
Steve Barcholemew, Robert Lawrence, Tommy Lewis, Nathaniel Clark, Walton
Armstead, Sidney Miller, Sterling Jones, Babarunde Omawali, Samuel Napier, Har-
old Russle, and Robert Webb among othets.”® In the three years after . Edgar Hoo-
ver's infamous COINTELFRO memorandum, thirty-one members of the BPP were
kilied,"" nearly a thousand were arrested, and key leaders were sent to jail. Others
were driven underground. Sl] others, like BPP field marshal Donald “D.C.» Cox,
were driven into exile overseas,

The RNA was similarly atvacked thar vear. During cheir second annual conven-
tion in March 1969, held ar Reverend C. L. Franklin’s New Bethel Church in
Detroit, a police provocation sparked a siege that poured 800 rounds into the
church. Severgl convention members were wounded; one policeman was killed,
another wounded, and the eqtire convention, 140 people, was arrested en masse,
When Reverend Franklin {father of “The Queen of Soul,” singer Aretha Franklin)
and Black State Representative James Del Rio were informed of the incident they
called Black judge George Crockett, who proceeded to the police station where he

were being questioned, finger printed, and given nitrarc tests to determine if chey
had fired guns, in toral disregard of fundamental constitutional procedures. Hours
after the roundup, there wasy't 5o much a5 a list of persons being held and no one
had been formally arcested. An indignant Judge Crockett ser up court right in the
station house and demanded thar the police either press charges or release their
captives. He had handled abourt fifty cases when the Wayne Councy prosecutor,
called in by the potice, intervened. The prosecutor promised that the use of all
irtegular merhods would be halted, Crockett adjcurned the impromptu court, and
by noon the following day the police had released all bur a few individuals who
were held on specific charges.? Chaka Fuller, Rafael Vierra, and Alfred 2X Hibbits
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were charged with the killing. All three were subsequently tried and acquitted.
Chaka Fuller was mysteriausly assassinated a few months afierwaeds,

On Friday June 13, 1969, Clarence 13X, founder of The Five Percenters, was mys-
reriously assassinated in the elevator of a Harlem project building by three male
Negroes.!? His killers were never discovered but his adherents suspecF gQVEmment
complicity in his death.!® News reports at the rime hinted thar BOSS instigared the
assassinacion to fry to ferment a war between the NOI and The Five Percenters. t6

Revelutionaries nationwide were artacked andfor arrested~—Tyart Uhuru, Maka,
Askufo, and the Smyma Brothers in Delaware, JoJo Muhammad Bowens and Fred
Bucton in Philadelphia, and Panthers Monda we Langa, Ed Poindexter, and Ver-
onza Daoud Bowers, Jr., in Omaha.

Police mounted an assault on the Panther office in the Desiree Projects of New
Orleans which resuited in several arrests. A similar atrack was made on the Peoples
Party office in Houston. One of their leaders, Carl Hampton, was killed by police
and another, Lee Otis Johnson, was arrested later on an unrelated charge and sen-
tenced to forty-one years in prison for alleged possession of one marijuana cigaretre.

THE RISE OF PRISON STRUGGLES

Like the Panthers, most of those arrested brought their philosophies with them into
the prisons. Likewise, most had ourside SUppOTT committees to one degree or
another so that this influx of polirical prisonces linked the struggle behind the walls
with the struggles in the outside local communities. The combination set off 2 bee- -
hive of political activity behind the walls, and prisoners stepped up thei:: struggle
for political, Afrikan, Istamic, and academic studies, access to political lirerature,
community access to prisons, an end to arbitrary punishments, access to attorneys,
adequate law libraries, relevant vocational training, contact visits, better food,
heaith care, housing, and myriad ather steuggles, The forms of prison struggle
ranged from face-to-face negotiations to mass petitioning, letrer writing and call-in
campaigns, outside demonstrations, class action law suits, hunger strikes, work
strikes, rebellions, and more drastic actions. QOverall, ali forms of strupgle served to
roll back draconian prisen policies that had stood for centuries and to further the
development of the New Afrikan liberation struggle behind the walls.

These struggles would not have been as successful, or would have been much more
costly in terms of lives lost or brutality endured, had it not been for the links‘ to the
community and the community support and legal support that political prisoners
broughr with them into the prisons. Although that support was not always sufficient
in quaneity or quality, or was sometimes nonexistent or came with hidden agendas,
or was marked by frequent conflicts, on the whole it was this combination of reso-
lute prisoners, community support, and legal support which was most often success-

ful in prison struggles.
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THE CHANGING COMPLEXION OF PRISONS

As the 1960s drew 1o a close New Afrikan and Third World nationalities made up
nearly fifty percent of the prison population. National liberation consciousness
became the dominant influence behind the walls as the overall complexion neared
the changeover from White to Black, Brown, and Red. The decade long general
decrease in prisoners, particularly Whites, brought a drop of berween 16,0001 and
28,000 in toral prison population. The toral number of White prisoners decreased
between 16,000 and 23,000 while the total number of New Afrikan prisoners
increased slightly or changed insignificantdy over the same period.”® Yet the next
decade would begin the period of unprecedented new prison construction, as the
primary role of U.S. prisons changed from “suppression of the working classes” to

“suppression of domestic Black and Third World liberation struggles inside the
usr

ORIGIN OF CRIP2»

There existed street organizations in South Central, Los Angeles, before the rise of
the Black Panther Party, These groups, criminal in essence, were indeed the wells
from which the Panthers would recruit their most stalwart members. Alprentice
“Bunchy” Carter, who chartered the firse L.A. Chapter of the Party was the leader
of pethaps the most violenr street organizations of that time—rthe Slausons. James
Caer, former cell mate of Comrade George Jackson, and author of BAD, was a mem-
ber of the Farmers. There were the Gladiators, the Businessmen, the Avenues,
Blood Alley, and the Rebel Rousers to name but a few.

Afrer the 1965 rebellion in Watts, there came an unsteady truce of sorts that
caused the street organizations to focus on a larger, more deadly enemy—the
L.APD, [Los Angeles Police Department]. S, by the time the Black Panther Party
came to L.A., in 1968, a shaky peace existed among the larger groups. The Party
offered the streer combatants a new direction in which to vent their anger, respond
to injustice and represent their neighborhoads.

By and large, the Party usurped the youthful rage and brought the street organiza-
tions of that time to an end. OFf course, the U.S, government also did its share by
drafting young brothers into the Viemam War.

These, however, were the storm years of COINTELPRO and the Patty was the
focal point. Thus, by late ’%69, the aboveground infrastructure of the BPP was in
shambles due to its own internal contradictions and subsequently the weight of the
seate. Confusion set in among the people creating, if you will, a window of opportu-
nity of which both the criminals and the counrer revolutionists in the govemnment
took advantage.

Community Relations for an Independent People {(CRIP) was & city funded team
post {meeting place) on the east side of South Cenrral L.A. that played host ro
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some of the area’s most Towdy youth. One such brather was Raymond Washingron,
who at that time belonged to a young upstart clique called the Baby Avenues. The
team post became center ground to an ever widening group of youth who eventuallly
took its title, CRIP, as a name and moved westward with ir. With the vanguard in
shambles and the local pigs rurning a deliberate deaf ear, the CRIPs fiourished rap-
idly. In its formarive years, the Party’s influence was evident. For the same .uniform)'
dress code of the Party's influence was thar of the CRIPs. Yer, a sinister rwisc dev.el-
oped whereas New Afrikan people were targets of the young hoodlums. Ancl} with
no vanguard forces readily available to teach and crain these youth, they spiraled
out of control, taking as their nemesis che Brims who later developed into the city
wide Bloods. The founding of the CRIPs is established as 1969, Their gang color is
blue, and sometimes also the color white.

ENTER THE 1970s

A California guard, rated as an expert marksman, opened the decade of the 19705
with the January 13th shooting at close range of W, L. Nolen, Cleveland Edwards,
and Alvin “Jug” Miller in the Soledad prison yard. They were left lying where they
fell until it was too late for them to be saved by medical treatment. Nolen, in partic-
ular, had been instrumental in organizing protest against guard killings of two other
Black prisoners—Clarence Causey and William Powell—ar Soledad in the Tecent
past, and was consequently both a thomn in the side of prison officials and a hero to
the Black prison population.? When the guard was exonerated of the triple killings
two weeks later by a Board of Inquiry, the prisoners retaliated by throwing a guard
off the tier.

George Jackson, Fleeta Drumgo, and John Cluchette were charged with the
guard’s death and came to be known as the Soledad Brothers. California Black pris-
oners solidified around the Soledad Brothers case and the chain of events led to the
formation of the Black Guerrilla Family (BGF). The Panthers spearheaded a mas-
sive campaign to save the Soledad Brothers from the gas chamber. The nationwide
coalescence of prisoners and support groups around the case converted the scat-
tered, disparate prison struggles into a national prison movement.

On the night of March 9, 1970, a bomb exploded, killing Ralph Featherstone
and Che Payne in their car outside a Maryland courthouse where Rap Brown was
to appear next day on “Inciting to Riot” charges. Instead of appearing, Rap went
underground, was captured a year later during the robbery of a Harlem so-called
“dope bar,” and was sent behind the walls. He completed his sentence and was
released from prison.? .

On August 7, 1970, Jonathan Jackson, younger brother of George, attempred to
liberate Ruchell “Cinque” Magee, William Christmas, and James McClain from the
Marin County courthouse in California. Jonathan, McClain, Christmas, and the
trial judge were killed by SWAT teams who alse wounded the prosecutor and para-
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lyzed him for life. Miraculously, Ruchell and three wounded jurors survived the
fusillade. Jonathan frequently served as Angela Davis’s badyguard. She had Puc-
chased weapons for that purpose, but Jonathan used those same weapons in the
breakout artempt. Immediately afrerward she hecarme che object of an internations]
“woman hunt.” On Qctober 13, Angela was captured in New York City and was
subsequently returned to California to undergo a very acrimanious trial wish Magee.
She was acquirted on all charges. Magee was tried sepatately and convicted on lesser
charges. He remains imprisoned ¢o date, aver three decades al} total, and is our
longest held palitical prisoner.?

ORIGIN OF THE BLOODS

Most South Central streer organizations, commonly called “gangs,” “sets,” ar
“orgs.,” take their names from prominent streets: Slauson, Denver Lane, Piru, Hoo-
ver, efc., that run through their neighborhood. The CRIPs had already formed, were _
massed up and rolling together. Their strength attracred other sets to become
CRIPs. As they moved into territories occupied by other South Cenrral organiza-
tions, they clashed with and mer stiff resisrance from those neighborhood sets who
did not wanr o align with or be taken over by them,

Among those gang leaders resisting the CRIP invasion were Peabody of the Den.
ver Lanes, Puddin of the Westside Pirus, Roosrer of the thirty Pirus, and the West-
side Brims, perhaps the most well known and respected of the tor, although their
leader is unknown taday. Using their prestige and influence, the Brims began going
into other neighborhoods to stact ocher Brim families and to recruit other sets to
join their side in opposition to the CRIPs. As the various sets began hooking up
with each other and the Brims, they formed a laose coalition whase main point in
common was their opposition to the CRIPs. [n the early 19705, the fedetation solid-

their baniner; they also use the colars green or brown.

Prison is a normal next stop for many gang membets. The first Bloods sent to
Chino, a mainline California prison, are commonly referred o in Blood circles as
the “First Bloods to walk the line ar Chino.” To increase their prison membership
and recruitment, they created a Bloodline {BL) Constitution pattemned after che
constirution of the BGF, a Panrher-influenced group already established in the Cali-
fornia prison system at the time. The BL Constitution contained the Blood’s code
of conduct, history, and by-laws and was required reading for each new recruic, T
speed up recriitment, rhe older “First Bloods" made reading the constitution an
automatic induction into their ranks and thereafrer began tricking young prisoners
into reading it. Once read, the new recruit could only reject membership at the risk
of serious bodily harm.

The press-ganging of young recruits at Chino set off ripples of dissatisfaction and
breakaways among Bloods in other Califernia prisons. Those disaffected centered
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around Peabody at Old Falsom prison who took parts from the BL and th.e BF.‘:F
constitutions and created a new Uniced Blood Nation (UBN) Cnm‘ntunon
designed to unify all Bloods in prisorn. Since then, Bloods have chosen which con.
stitution they would come under, o .

Blood members under either the BL or UBN Constitution are held to a h1ghe:r
standard than other members; they hold positions and are simlil_ar to the Officer’s
Corps of a military organization, Those Bloods not undera constitution are the faot
soldiers. The BL and UBN organization spread throughout the Ca'hfomla prison
system, and are surictly prison organizations. Once a Blaod leaves prison he retums
to his old neighborhood set. From South Central, the Bloods spread to Pasaderfa,
Gardenia, San Diego, Sacramento, Bakersfield, and throughout the state and ics
prison syste.

CALIFORNIA BAY AREA GANGS®

San Francisco’s Bay Area gangs or “clicks” can be traced back to the early 1?§Ds
and are usually idenrified by, or named afeer, their neighborhoods or communicies.
Most of those functioning today came from splinter groups of che BPP after it broke
upin Qakland, the 69th Street Mob, founded by Felix Mitchell in the early 1970s,
still exists despite the government’s best efforts to derail ic. In I:East OCakland the
Rolling Twenties and the 700 Club, along with the Acom Gang in West Calkland,
are the powerhouse clicks on the streets. o ’

In San Francisco, there is Sunnydale and Hunters Point, the city's large§t siTeet
gang, which is divided into several clicks—Oakdale, Harbor Road, West Point, ecc.
East Palo Alro is the home of the Professional Low Riders (PLR} who are a major
influence in the South Bay Area—and in Vallejo there is the North Bay Gangsrers
and Crestview, ’ '

Most Bay Area gangs don’t have colars but align primarily on E.he basis of money
and hustling endeavors. Many are associaved with the Rap music industry and with
various prison groups—the 4135, BGF, or ANSARSs.

GROWTH OF THE GANGSTER DISCIPLES

In 1970, Gangster Disciple {GD) Larry Hoover was convicted for a gang related
murder and sentenced to 2 150 to 200 year state sentence, He's the current leader
of the GDs and runs the syndicate from an Hlinois prisen cell. |

As drugs flooded into the Chicago ghettoes, young Black men flooded into the
Ilinois prisons where they were given GI application forms to fill out. If Fh'e;r refer-
ences proved solid, they were indoctrinated into the gang. Everyone who ]omec! ha_d
to memorize the GD's sixteen-rule code. The GDs spread throughout the linois
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and Midwest ;‘:rison systems. The flow of GDs back into the streets enabled them
to exp.an::[ their street nerwork which is an inreicate command and contro] stryc.
ture, similar to a military organizasion.

COMRADE GEORGE ASSASSINATED

On August. 21, 1971, a guard shot and killed George Jackson as he bolted from a
control unit and ran for the San Quentin wall. Inside the unit lay three guards and
two trustees dead. The circumstances surrounding George Jackson's tegendary life
and death, and the astuteness of his published writings,?” lef; a legacy that inspires

and instructs the New Afrikan liberation seruggle on both sides of the wail even

tucéay, and will for years to come.

eptember 13, 1971, became the bloodiest day in U.S. pri i

Y?rk’s Governor Nelson Rockefeller ordered the &r,etaking ffr i&cﬁl;tr?gnwmlqew
vious several years had seen a number of prison rebellions flare up across tl’:& ::oug.;re '
as prisoners protested widespread maltreatment and inhumane conditions, M :
had b.eer} settled peaceably with little or no loss of human life after face Eo fz:l:'c:s t
Begotiation between prisoners and stace and prison officials. At Arrica Blacke
Brown, White, Red, and Yellow prisoners took over ane block of the prison anci
sFocd together for five days seeking to negotiare an end ro cheir inhumane condi
tions. Their now famous dictum declared, “We are men, not beasts, and will not bl—
driven as such.” But Rockefeller had presidential ambitions. The rel;elling risone :
demands included a political eequest for asylum in a non'imparialisticinuntrrs
R?ckefeller’s refusal to negotiare foreshadowed g macabre replay of his father ]ohsr(;
D's slaughter of striking Colorado miners and their families decades earlier. Alto-
gether forty-three people died at Artica, New York Stace trooper bullets kille‘d fo
people—thirty-one prisoners and nine guards—in retaking Atrica and shocked tllz
World‘ by the naked barbarity of the U.S. prison system. Yet the Attica rebellion oo
remains a milestone in the development of the New Afrikan liberation struggle

behind the walls, and a symbol of the high ’ i
coral s tnd : € highest development of prisoner multina.

NEW WORLD CLASHES WITH THE NATION OF ISLAM

In 1973 the simmering struggle for conreol of Newark's NOI [Nation of Istam) Tem-
ple N'.j' 25 erupted into the open. Warren Marcello a New World [of 1slam)] member
assassinated NOI Temple No. 25 Minister Shabazz, In retaliation several NWI
members were attacked and killed within the confines of the New Jersey prison sys-
tem, and before the year was out the bodias of Marcello and 2 compaﬁion w::e
found beheaded in Newark's Weequahic Park. Ali Hassan, scill in prison, was tried
as one of the co-conspirators in the death of Shabazz and was found innécent.
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THE BLACK LIBERATION ARMY

COINTELPRO's destruction of the BPP forced many members underground and
gave rise to the Black Liberation Army (BLA)—a New Afrikan guerrilla organiza-
tion. The BLA continued the struggle by waging wrban guerrilla war across the ULS.
through highly mobile strike reams.?® The government's intensified search for the
BLA during the early 1970s resulted in the capture of Geronimo ji-Jaga in Dallas,
Dhoruba Bin-Wahad and Jamal Joseph in New York, Sha Sha Brown and Blood
McCreary in St. Louis, Nuh Washington and Jalil Muntagim in Los Angeles, Her-
man Bell in New Otleans, Francisco and Gabriel Torres in New York, Russell
Maroon Shoats in Philadelphia, Chango Monges, Mark Holder, and Kamau Hilton
in New York, Assata Shakur and Sundiara Acoli in New Jersey, Ashanti Alston,
Tarik, and Walid in New Haven, Safiya Bukhari and Masai Gibson in Virginia, and
others. Left dead during the government’s search and destroy missions were Sandra
Pratt (wife of Geronimo ji-Jaga, assassinated while visibly pregnant), Mark Essex,
Woodie Changa Green, Twyman Kakuyan Olugbala Mevets, Frank “Heavy’* Fields,
Anthony Kimu White, Zayd Shakur, Melvin Rema Kemey, Alfred Kambui Burler,
Ron Carter, Rory Hithe, and John Thomas, among others.® Red Adarms, left para-
lyzed from the neck down by pelice bullets, would die from the effects a few years
later.

Other New Afrikan freedor fighters attacked, hounded, and caprured during the
same genera) era were Imart Obadele and the RNA-11 in Jackson, Mississippi,®
Don Taylor® and De Mau Mau of Chicago, Hanif Shabazz, Abdul Aziz, and the
VI1-53 in the Virgin Islands, Mark Caok of the George Jackson Brigade (GIB) in
Seattle, Ahmed Obafemi of the RNA in Florida, Atiba Shanna in Chicago,
Mafundi Lake and Sekou Kambui in Alabama, Robert Aswad Duren in California,
Kojo Bornani Sababu and Dharuba Cinque in Trenton, John Partee and Tommie
Lee Hodges of Alkebulan in Memphis, Gary Tyler in Louisiana, Kareem Saif Allah
and the Five Percenter-BLA-Islamic Brothers in New York, Ben Chavis and the
Wilmington 10 in North Carolina, Delbert Africa and MOVE members in Phila-

delphia, and others doubtless too numerous to name.®

POLITICAL CONVERTS IIN PRISON

Not averyone was political before incarcerarion. John Andaliwa Clark became so,
and a freedom fighter par exceilence, only after being sent behind the walls. He
paid the supreme sacrifice during a hail of gunfire by Trenton State Prison guards.
Hugo Dahariki Pinell also became political afrer being sent behind the California
walls in 1964, He has been in prison ever since. Joan Little? took an ice pick from
a White North Carclina guard who had used it to force her to perform oral sex on
him. She killed him, escaped to New York, was captured, and forced to retum to
the same North Carolina camp where she feared for her life. Massive public vigi-
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lance and support enabled her vo complete the sentence in relative safety ang ;
obtain her release. Dessie Woods* and Cheryl Todd, hitching through Georgia,

were given a ride by a White man who tried 1o rape them. Woods took his gm,

killed him, and was sent to prison where officials drugged and brutalized her. Todq
was also imprisoned and subsequently released upon completion of the sentence,
Woods was denied parole several times, then finally relensed,

Political or not, each arrest was met with highly sensationalized prejudicial pub.
licity thae continued unabaged to and throughout the trial. The negative publicity
blitz was designed to suarantee a conviction, smokescreen the rea] issues involved,
and justify immediate placement in the harshest prison conditions passible. For men
this usually meant the federal Penttentiary ar Marion, IHlinois. For women it hag
meant the control unit in the federal penitentiary at Alderson, West Virginia, or
Lexingron, Kentucky. In 1988 political prisoners Silvia Baraldini, Alejandrina Tor-
res, and Susan Rosenberg won a D.C, District Court lawsuit brought by attorneys
Adjoa Atyetoro, Jan Susler, and athers. The legal victory temporarily halted the
practice of sending prisoners to contro] units stricely because of their political status,
The ruling was reversed by the D.C. Appellate Court a year later.”® Those political
prisoners not sent to Marion, Alderson, or Lexington contgol urlits are sent to other
control units modeled after Marion/Lexington but located within maximum secyr.
iey state prisons, Normally this means twenty-three hour a day lockdown i long
term units located in remote hinteriands far from family, friends, and attorneys,
with heavy censorship and restrictions an communications, visits, and outside con-

racts, combined with constant harassment, provocation, and brutality by prison
guards.

EFFECT OF CAPTURED FREEDOM
FIGHTERS ON PRISONS

The influx of so many captured freedom fighters {i.e., prisoners of war—POWs)
with varying degrees of guerrilla experience added a valuable dimension to the New
Afrikan liberation struggle behind the walls. In the firse place, it accelerated the
prison struggles already in process, particularly the attack on control units. One
attack was spearheaded by Michael Deutsch and Jeffrey Haas of the People’s Law
Office, Chicago, which challenged Marion’s H-Unit boxcar cells. Another was
spearheaded by Assara Shakur and the Center for Constirutional Rights which
challenged her out of state placement in the Aldewson, West Virginia, control unit,

Second, it srimulated a thoroughgoing investigation and exposure of
COINTELPRO's hand in che low-intensity warfare waged on New Afrikan and
Third World nationalities in the U.S. This was speatheaded by Geronimeo ji-Jaga
with Stuart Hanlon’s law office in the West and by Dhoruba Bin-Wahad with attor-
neys Liz Fink, Robert Boyle, and Jonathan Lubel] in the East.’® These

COINTELPRO investigations resulted in the overturn of Bin-Wahad's conviction
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and his release from prison in March 1990 afeer he had been imprisoned nineteen
i id not commit,
Yea’]"riffg E;tc;?;i:j:llihe scope of the prison movement o the intematior:lal arena
by pmd!icing the initial presentation of the U.S.. palitical prifsoner andlprisoner c:'
war {PP/POW) issue before the UN's Human Rights Commslon. This a}p{pigac
originared wich Jalil Munraqim, and was spearhel*.acled by him and attorrl_l;:.jr dsa flin
Burke on the West Coast and by Sundiata Acoli and attcmar Ler_mox Hinds o the
National Conference of Black Lawyers on the East Coast.’” This petltloré sougl t
relief from human rights violations in U.S, prisons ‘anc! EUbSEC[l:lEﬂth.ESSELTE a cr!::; c:c-1
nized people’s right to fight against alien domination and racist regimes as codifie
i va Convention.
mFt'}chr(t-fn; iifensiﬁed. clarified, and broke new ground on political iisu e and
debates oif particular concern to the New Afrikan 'community. i.e., the “National
{Question,” spearheaded by Atiba Shanna in the Mld\\'e&[.’a- - y
All these struggles, plus those already in process, were carried out with ¢ 16: ccim i
nation in one form or another of resolure prisoners, and community and egfa sylp-
port. Community support when present came Frcn_m various sources— ail v,
comrades, friends; political, scudent, religious, and prisoner rights groups; .worlerii
professionals, and progressive newspapers and radio stations. Some of tl*{o.se involve
over the years were or are: the National Commitree for Defense of Political Pnsl;:;x-
ers, the Black Community News Service, the African Peoples Part¥, the Rg;g ic
of New Afrika, the African Peoples Socialist Party, The Eas.t, I:he‘ BllssCh.or grr-ns
munication Network, Liberation Bock Store, WDAS Radio Phllf.l.delphla, W -
Radio New York, WBAI Radia New York, Third World New'sree‘l, Libertad (polltlcz.t ‘
journal of the Puerro Rican Movimiento de Liberacidn Nacm‘mal [MLN.]), {:he Prix—
rie Fire Organizing Committes, the May 19th Communist Organlzatmn.lt e
Madame Binh Graphics Collective, The Midnight Expres's. the Northwast ?r\}.ra
Socialist Party, the National Black United Front, the Nation of Istamn, Arm hte
Spirit, Black News, Intemational Class Labor Defense, the Re.al Dragon iject% the
John Brown Anti-Klan Commirtee, the Narional Prison Praject, the House of the
Lord Church, the American Friends Service Committee, attorneys Chuck ]oRnes
and Harold Ferguson of Rutgers Legal Clinic, the Jackson Advocate newspaper, Rut-
gers law students, the Commitree to End the Marion Lockdown, the American
Indian Movement, and others.

THE END OF THE 1970s

As the decade wound down, the late 1970s saw the demise of the NOI _fol{owmg
the death of Elijah Muhammad and the rise of orthodox Islam among sngmlﬁc'fmt
segments of New Afrikans on both sides of the wall, By 1?79 the prlsm; populacion
stood at 300,000, a whopping 100,000 increase within a single decade. The previ-
ous 100,000 increase, from 100,000 to 200,000, had taken thirty-one years, from
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1927 to 1958. The initial increase to 100,000 had eaken hundreds of years, sing
America's original colonial times. The 19605 were the transition decade of Whig,
flight that saw significant decrease in hoth Prison population and White Prisoners
And since the toral Black prison popularion increaged only slightly or changed -
Insignificantly over the decade of the insurgent 1960z through 1973, i indicareg :
that New Afrikans are imprisoned least when they fight hardest.

The decade ended on a master stroke by the BLA's Mulrinational Task Force,
with the November 2, 1979, prison liberation of Assara Shakur-—9Soul of the BLA"
and preeminent politica] prisoner of the era. The Task Force then whisked her away
to the safety of political asylum in Cuba where she remains to dage.

He was driving his cab on the night of December 9, 1981, when he happened to
e
i beating his younger brother. ‘ .
Spoh?rﬁ?iﬁfmitld EZOt iut of his cab and was shot and seriously wounded; the
lic:man was killed. Mumia now sits on death row in greacest ngecl lo[’ [nass support
?rum every sector, if he's to be saved from the state's electric Chall‘.- e
DKazi Toure of the United Freedom Front (UFF) was sent bt’:'hlnt.] the walls in
1982. He was released in 1991. In 1983, the United States Penftentlary (USP):;
M ir':nn {llinois, was permanently locked down, and che entire prison was convert
inf; on:a huge control unit making it the nation’s first control prison. The concept
i de.
read across country in the next deca
wo'llif:ilew York 8-Colerane Chimurenga, Viola PEL;ImCme:: ané lfer sc%n Rober;
Lateefah Carter, Colette Pean, an
“R.T." Taylor, Roger Wareham, Omowale Clay, : ar
Yiite Ki‘[ly—were arrested on October 17, 1984, and charged with consizrmg[m
commit prison breakouts and armed robberies, and to possess weapons and explo-

THE DECADE OF THE 1980s

In June 1980, Al Hassan was released after sixreen years in the New Jersey state

prisens. Two months later, five New World of Islam (NWI) members were arrested
after a North Brunswick, New Jecsey, bank tobbery in a car with stolen plares. The
car belonged o the recently released Al Hassan, who had loaned ir to a friend. Al
Hassan and fifteen other NWI members refused to participate in the resulting mass
trial which charged them in a Racketeering Influenced Corrupt Orpanization

All defendants were convicred and sent behind the walls.

The 1980s brought another round of BLA freedom fighters behind walls—

Basheer Harneed and Abdul Majid in the 1980s; Sekoy Odinga, Kuwasi Batagoon,
Chui Ferguson-El, Jamal Joseph again, Mutuly Shakur, and numeroys BLA Muli-
national Task Force Supporters in '81; and Terry Khalid Long, Cjore Lutalo, and
others in 1982, The government’s sweep left Mrayari Shabaka Sundiata dead,
Kuwasi Balagaon subsequently dead in, Prison from AIDS, and Sekou Odinga bru.
tally tortured upon capture, torture that inclded pulling out his taenails and rup-
turing his pancreas during long sadistic beatings that left him hospitalized for six
months,

Bur this second round of captured BLA freedorm fighters brought forth, perhaps
for the first time, 2 batrery of young, politically acure New Afrikan lawyers—
Chokwe Lumumba, Jill Soffiyah Elijah, Nkechi Taifa, Adjoa Alyetoro, Ashanti
Chimurenga, Michae] Tarif Warren, Evelyn Williamns Joan Gibbs, Florence Mor-
gan, and others. They are not only skilled in representing New Afrikan POWs but

The decade also brought behind the walls Mumia Abu-Jamal, the widely
respected Philadelphia radio announcer, popularly known as the “Voice of the
Voiceless." He mainrained a steady drumbeat of radio support for MOVE prisoners,

sives. However, the New York 8 were actually the New Yok 8 + because ancther

i jai jury resisters in connection with rhe case.
eight or nine people were jailed as grand jury

The New York 8 were acquitted on August 5, 1985.

Thar same year, Ramona Africa joined other MOVElcEmrgciles algad\:l i?el;}lrﬁ
 cri ived Philadelphia Mayor Goode’s
fls. Her only crime was thar she survive . . : :
;.l;e Y;BSS bombing which killed eleven MOVE members, including their babies,
* ]
ilies, home, and neighborhoed.
Far'lil"lhl:s fcllorwning year, ort November 19, 1986, a twenty-year old anx, Nilw ‘}’ork,
outh, Larry Davis—now Adam Abdul Hakeem—made a drarétanc gscape' tﬁn;gia
thoore i inate him for absconding wi eir
shootout with palice who had come to assassin ] ing o
i ded it the shootout. Adam escap.
deug sales money. Several policemen were woun our. Acdam eseaped
in the presence of the media, his family,
unscathed but surrendered weeks later in ¢ dia,hie family, and
i frer numerous charges, trials, and acq
a mass of neighborhood supporters. A ‘ and acquivals
’ York police controlled drug ring
in which he exposed the existence of a New : .
g;e‘:c;; Black and Puerto Rican youths o push police su.fpplfed drugs, ‘he wis senl':
behind the walls on weapon possession convictions. During mlcarceratlon, numer.
i ir for several years.
ings by guards confined him to a wheelchair ‘
Ouijie?:lllggfﬁ Ylgt;i?, Abdul Hagq Mubammad, Arthur Majeed Ba.rnes, andl;:'{obert
“R.T.” Tay[a; all members of the Black Men's Muveme;t Ac?ambsst Crac l, ::_i
lec , i York, arrested, and subsequently
lled over by state troopers in upstate New A : :
f; p?'isc?n on : variety of weapon possession convictions. Each completed his sen
le.
and retumed to the streets and che strugg ‘
ten[:zrman Ferguson, at sixty-eight years of age, volunl:a;lfl[y I:etur::dethoytileaU..si.u(zE
ile i iks, a uyana,
i 989, after twenty years of exile in Ghana, Afrika, :
iﬁ:ié:a lHe had fled the U.S. during the late 19605 after the appeal '.fvas dema':l‘og
: lowing a convicrion for conspirin,
‘ ce of three and a half to seven years fol .
t;lsr:zr:]zr: Civil Rights leaders. Upon return he was arreseed at the airport and was
moved constantly from prison to prison for several years as a form of harassment.
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Only after serving his full sentence
/ was he released back into th
continwes the struggle for Afrikan liberation, " sreets whete he

. Liko:e the CRIPs, the Bloods were initially influenced by the Black Panther Pac
ut with t%le deluge of CIA-Contra crack and guns into Sourh Central, and wif:‘ﬁ
no revuluf:onary.vanguard to direct them, the Bloads ook the path of 'least resi
tance. Using their statewide network, rocks, ficepower, and Blood rap videos ansci
ta}g;}sl, they spread their entecprise eastward through cities big and smalil,
! e l:;eagan 19895 also brought about the rebirth and reeseablishment of the NOJ
;n er ¢ e‘leadersth of Minister Louis Farrakhan, the rapprochement with the
ow[et pn1on. a tj.urn]{er of New Afrilean POWs adopting orthodox Islam in liey of
riw'] uticnary nationalism, the New A frikan People’s Organizarion (NAPO) and its
;] auman, Chokwe Lumumba's emergence from RNA as a banner carrier for the
ew Afrikan Independence Movement {NAIM), the Malcolm X Grassroots Move-
;}ent {MXGM), chc'New Orleans assassination of Lumumba Shakur of the Panther
, 'ﬂnd an upsurge in mass political demonstrationg known as the "Days of Out-
rag;‘h in I\'IjveYofll'k Slt}’ c'lspe;xrheaded by the December 12th Movement and others
€ end of the decade brought the death of Huey P. Newton, fo '
; . , founder of th
frllaicu ;:;t?;r f;é;y, ;llc?gedlydkllled by a young Black Guerrilla Family adherenz
Au ) » during a dispute over “erack,” Huey taughr th |
:ﬁc:l%lllsmk and pf;pulaéized it through the slogan “Power Eo rhs Pcop?e?:'a;lt ?ra;ﬁ
€ Black struggle and popularized it through the sl “Politi ,
of the barrel of a gun."™? For that, and despite hj haman shomoney S0 O
: . \ espite his human shortcomings, b
zutehgal:m; of 1ihe B]gﬁk Strsggle. because his particulay contributions aregcsom;a‘::l:l:
Ot other modern-day gianrs, M ij
X, angt npooaer mod Ry & arcus Ciarvey, Elijah Muhammad, Malcolm
AIDS, crack, street crime i
. , » gang violence, homelessness, and »
te;cpp;c};ieg?;hg;%ghout the Black colonies. The prison population on J::;t;oanf;;;l
e MU, an incredible 372,000 increase in less than a d ' I
P ' ; , ecade, ca
an[mg and doubling of prison populations in thirry-four stares, an?:ilzgaltn}ll:

began using ships as jails. William Bennett, former U.S, Secretary of Educati d
then so-called Drug Czar, announced plans to convert closed milita balon'an

toncentration camps. ¥ s fnto
ThThe prisop-building spree and escalated imprisonment rates continued unabared
o :; new pL:s?nP?rs were yc:unger,lmore volatile, wicth long prison sentences, and'

averwhelmingly of New Afrikan and Third World nationalicies includi

womer, who were being incarcerared at increasing rates. Their percen::a uf EE
prison population rose o five percent in 1980 from a Jow of three percent iielg?ﬂ ,::
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Whites continued to be arrested at about the same tate as in Western Europe while
rhe New Afrikan arrest rate surpassed that of Blacks in South Africa. In fact, the
U.S. Black imprisonment rate was now the highest in the world,* with ten times
as many Blacks as Whites incarcerated per 100,000 population.

THE 1990s AND BEYOND

As we began to mave through the 1990s, the New Afrikan liberation struggle
behind the walls found itself coalescing around campaigns to free political prisoners
and prisoners of war, helping to build a national PP/POW organization, strengthen-
ing its links on the domestic front, and building solidarity in the international
arena. 1991 brought the collapse of the Sovier Union and the end of the Cald
War. It freed many of the CIA’s Eastern Europe personnel for redeployment back
to America to focus on the domestic war agatust people of color. In the same man-
ner that COINTELPRO perfected rechniques developed in the infamous Palmer
raids at the end of WWI and used them against the Communist Party-USA, SCLC,
SNCC, BPP, NOI, RNA, and other domestic movements, repatriated CIA opera-
tives used destabilization rechniques developed in Eastern Europe, South Africa,
Southeast Asia, etc., to wreak havoc in New Afrikan and other domestic communi-
ties of color today.

Alchough the escablished media concentrated on the sensationalism of ghetio
crack epidemics, sreet crime, drive-by shaotings, and gang violence, there was a
parallel long, quiet period of consciousness raising in the New Afrikan colonies by
the commitred independence forces. The heightened consciousness of the colonies .
began to manifest itself through apparent random sparks of rebellion and the rise of
innovative cultural trends, i.e., Rap/Hip Hop “message” music, culturally designed
hair styles, dissemination of political/culeural video cassetres, resprouting of insus-
gent periodicals, and the resurrection of forgotten heroes; all of which presaged an
oppressed people getting ready to push forward again. Meanwhile the U.S. began
building the ADX Control Prison at Florence, Colorado, which would beth supet-
sede and augment USP Marion, Illincis, ADX at Florence combined, in a single hi-
tech control prison complex, all the repressive features and technigues that had
been perfected at USP Marion.

In 1992, Fred Hampton, Jr., son of the martyred Pancher hero, Fred Sr., was sent
behind the walls. He was convicted of the firebombing of a Korean "deli” in Chi-
cago in the aftermatch of the Simi Valley, Califomia, verdict that acquitted four
policemen of the Rodney King beating which set off the Los Angeles riots.

In 1994, Shiriki Uganisha responded to the call of POWs Jalil Muntaqim, Sekou
Odinga, Geronimo ji-Jaga, and Mutulu Shakur, by hosting a national conference in
Kansas City, Missouri, where various NAIM orpanizations discussed forming them-
selves into a National Front. After a year of holding periodic negotiations in various
cities, the discussion bore fruit in Atlanta, Georgia. On August 18, 1995, NAPO
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[New Afrikan People's Organtzation], the December 12th

(Malcalm X Grassroots Movement], The Maleolm X Commeuﬁﬁ;r;: Ig,onhf X'G
(MXC{:), the Black Car Collective (BCC), International Campai tml}gt
%@mm;, the Sundiata Acoli Freedom Campaign (SAFC) Nt o

W and grassroots organizations formally unified
Afrikan I..iberation Front (NALF), headed 1rl;y Hermaing:;gil;nbamer o the Ne
The mid df::l:ade also brought forth a growing right wing White m'ilitia mave

that had obviously studied the tactics and language of the 19605 left win o
me.nl:.s——and which culminated in the bombing of the Oklahoma Cj gP“cllov
Building causing 168 deaths and = claim of POW status by the subsequthl:' :;p

tured and convicred suspect, Timotk i

| : y McVeigh. He had been an All-Ameri
.bny, a blond .halred, blue-eyed patriot who enlisted in the army to defend m?::;:n ;
lean way of life thae he sg fervently believed in. He rose rapidly through the milita;

:le_alnksl‘(private Lo sergeant) in two years, and was accepred into the Special Forces
e elite, cop lf'our percent of the military’s forces, There he learmed something th
average thinking persons of color have known most of their lives. 5

In an Ccrober 1991, letrer 1o his sister and
| . 991, confidant, Jennifer, McVeigh discl :
his revulsion ar being told that he and nine other Special Forces cumma:;ﬁderl:‘r:n?éﬁ :

be crdered 1o help the CIA “f i
" y drugs into the US. to fu i
worle hand in hand with civilian poli t0 fund covert operations

The trlxid 19905 found White anarchists Neil Batelli and Marhias Bolton collab
rating w%th Black POWs Qjore Lutalo, Sekou Qdinga, and Sundiata Acoli wli' 0};
resulted in the trgnsfonnation of their local New Jersey Anarchist Black Crass 11:::
?r; ABC {Fedbn:ratmn (AE-'_CFJ which now serves as a role mode] of the proper wa$
oc; aﬁrflz?;i:ﬁgs esm Tp;:\;ﬁ-? Olzirit?ciplt?d politécali: and financial support to PP/POW;

. also witnessed the i i
organizations patrerned after the BPP—the Bla:is%;nu:lﬁg go?;:zici:mtr ﬂgll'lﬂfi’
I?anther Soci::xl Commitree, the New Black Panthers, and the Black Parllrh:r Mal‘l:
li‘lﬁa—-along bw1‘th the NOI's Minister Louis Farrakhan’s emergence ar the O{:tobel;

, lf95 M1Ihon. Man March (MMM) in Washington, D.C.,, as an undeniable force
g]n tlt-l e New :“L}fnkan3 Islamic and world stage. In the meantime, the US, moved
gc:, ! r;r [:; 1:12; ;;E:; ‘J-:;h l\;]:;:;ﬁsabg; of ? series of rahcist. anti-worker legislation. The

‘ il to legitimize i ions' poli
sending U.S, jobs overseas. California pasﬁed Prcpfns?tf;v;:);c\:ﬁzl?liﬁisd rfflgizf

increased the number of crime statuces, dearh

a .
ngam.ents, arrest.of peaple of color; youths tried as adults; 3-strike convicrions
and ptison expansion projects, ’

and

ce agencies” as "government paid ins,""7 4

Disillusioned and i i Veigh somm afier
embittere i

d with the U.S, government, McVeigh soon after.
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The so-called “War on Drugs” sent Blacks and cther people of color, more com-

sionly associated with crack cocaine, 1o prison in droves while allowing White
offenders to go free. Five grams of crack worth a few hundred dollars is punishable

y a mandatory five-year prison sentence, but it takes 500 grams, or $30,000 worth

of powdered cocaine, mote commonly associated with wealthier Whires, before fac-
ng the same five years® In the mid '90s, 1600 people were sent to prison each
. waek, every three aut of four were either Black or Latine,” witch the rate of Afrikan
- women imprisonment growing faster than that of Afrikan men.®

Blacks were ninety percent of the federal crack convictions in 19945 The nor-

' mal assumption follows that Blacks are the majority of crack users. Wrong! Whites
+ gre the majority of crack users® but were less than four percent of the crack convic-
-“tions® and no White person had been convicted of a federal crack offense in the
. Los Angeles area since 1986 nor ever in Chicago, Miami, Denver, ar sixteen states
" according to a 1992 survey.¥ As a result, there are now more Afrikan men in prison
' than in college’ and one out of every three Afrikan men aged nineteen to twenty-
' nine are in prison, jail, or on probation or parole.’” Most of the convictions were
obtained by an informant’s rainted testfmony only, no hard evidence, in exchange
for the informant’s freedom from prosecution or prison.

After lobbying Congress for a few years, Families Against Mandatory Minimums

(FAMMY}, a predominately White lobby group, succeeded in getting the harsh man-
datory sentences lowered for marijuana and LSD convictions. Both drugs are more
commonly associated with White offenders and FAMM's success resulted in the
release of numereus White offenders from lang prisan sentences.

Blacks and other prisoners of color patiently waited for similar corrections to be
made to the gross disparity becween crack and powdered cocaine sentences. Several

years passed before the answer came during a 1995 C-SPAN TV live broadcast of

the Congressional session debating the disparity in sentencing. The Congress voted
to continue the same 100 o 1 disparity between crack and powder cocaine sen-
rences. Instantly, prisons exploded in tiots, thirty-eight in all, although most were
whited-out of the news media while across the country, prison officials instirared a
nationwide federal prisons lock down. The disparity in crack/powder cocaine
sentencing laws remains to dare; the only change made was the removal of the
C-SPAN TV channel from all federal prisons’ TVs.

Caly two prison elements grew fasrer chan the Afrikan prison population. One
wis the number of jobs for prison guards™ and the other was prison slave labor
industries.® A California guard with a high school diploma makes $44,000 after
sevenl years, which is more than the state pays its PhD public university associate
professors and is $10,000 more than its average public school teacher's satary.® The
national racio for prisons is one guard for each 4.38 prisoners ¢ meaning that each
time the state locks up five new prisoners, usually Black or others of color, they hire
another prison guard, usually White, since most prisons are built in depressed, rural
White areas o provide jobs to poor, unemployed White populations,

After decades of the LLS. loudly accusing China of using prison labor in their
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expott products, the U.S, quietly removed its ban against the sale of .S, pris:
products to the public. It ser off a stampede by Wall Street and private corpg
tions—Smith Barney, IBM, AT&T, TWA, Texas Instraments, De]] Compute;
Honda, Lexus, Spalding, Eddie Bauer, Brill Manufacturing Co.,% and many g
ers—to shamelessly invest in prisons, set up slave labor factories in prisons and
exploit every facer of the prisan slave labor industry for super profits while calloug]
discarding civilian workers for prison slave laborers,&
From 1980 to {994, prisoners increased 221 percent,
astonishing 358 percent, and prison sales skyrocketed from $392 million 1o $1.3;

niew millennium, we find that Prison expansion has continyed at record pace ang
that the prison population has mushroomed aver the last decade to an astonishing:
L.75 million souls5— ¢he majoriey of whom are Black, period—nat counting the
half million persons in county and city jails for a gr
total. The prisonsfjails have been majority Black s
to fifty-five percent. Other prisoners of color made up eighteen perce
shrunk to twenty-seven percent of the prison population. There are
Blacks for every Whire prisoner,® and the ratio increases daily.

he incarceration of Women continues to accelerate. There are aver 90
women in prison today, fifty-four petcent are women o
of women in prison are single mothers. Upon imprisonment they loge contact wij
their children, sometimes forever. There are 167,000 children in the U.S, whos
mothers are incarcerated

The term “crime” has become a code word for “Black and other peaple of color,”

The ery for "law and order,” “lock *arn up and throw away the key,” and for “harsher -
prisons” is heard everywhere. Nothing is 100 cruel 1o be done to priscners. Control
units and control prisons ahound across the landscape and prison brutality and tor-

ture is the order of the day. The “War on Drugs” continues apace, by now transpar-

ent to all as a “war, actually a pre-emptive strike, on people of color” to knock aut -

our youth—our warriar class—and to decrease out birth rate, destahilize our fami-

Despite government mass imprisonment of oyr youth and covertly fomenting
deadly internecine wass among Black straet gangs, the abhorrence of the Afrikan
community and persistent “Feace Summits” sponsored by Afrikan spititual, com-
munity, and prison leaders have produced somewhar Pasitive, although checkered
results. The Gangster Disciples, at Larry Hoover's direction, have struggled to trans-
form their image from a criminal Qrganization to a formidahle organization for grass-
Toots empowerment called “Growth and Development. ” Throughoyt Chicago’s
ghertoes they have organized neighborhood cleanups and faod drives in which hup-
dreds of bags of Cornish hens and soul food dinners were gitven away to the poor,
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ir political action committee, 21st Cenrury, financed Chicago voter registration
et

h

Fl cnnd"CtEl[ ga]lg e S‘u[lul]“s ar ld ]:le].d tallles in SllppO[t 0{ healt}l
rEVES, p 1 carg
d 4 1
iol‘m tllat &y Etltuall! worl suppntt‘ {l 01T tEIE gh'etto SC}IUDIEI CIU-erh-ESr atld COMMITmu-

ders which gave them a m ure of mainstream political POWEr, Former GD
ty lea i ga e Bas f lhstre P .
lzotmrsselorl" Wallace *Gator” Bradley ran for Alderman and lost both times,
Wwar 1

i i ith Jesse Jackson 1o
i 1994, he was admitted to cthe White House witl :
bt J?iuacrﬁnton ahout “combating crite.” The GD's power continues rc{gn:lg
jﬁugh in May 1997, still imprisoned Larry Hoover and six associates were fou

B guilty of narcotic conspiracy.%

A shaky peace maintains between the Bloods and CRIPs despite intermittent

. i i igni flict. Gradually,

: tant provocations by police to reignite the conl ‘
ﬂare‘uénlsogg in?rgRE;P ssts in the West are changing their focus and becomlpg mTcge

?Dm?ved in endeavors that uplift and protect the New Afrika::m c.ommumt:}".:l ng

11';\!0 ds and CRIPs joined the armed contingent led by Dr. Khalt.d Muhammadah

.' ;]i:rzn Michaels of the New Black Panthers of Dallas, Tei(as, I:rhlch co;:lfmn}ge tb:

ion i ing the brutal pick-up murder there

- demonstration in Jasper, Texas following ¢ k-up ‘

. g’;?ce :arrcl:ists of a Black hitchhiker, James Byrd, Jr. Somﬁ .Latln King® §;ts ‘,\:Ihlfff::

i doing similar positive work for the Puerto Rican communi ‘

lYi;:fychtz ?r::in refson for the recent mass roundup anc; arr'asitjof l:lln%‘{-fﬂl:d I;zl;u‘:
ings i York. Latin Kings were in the streets an Racia Justice Day a "

K;zgf;r;hrji:kegier of the Brooklyn's D.A. Office to demand justice for the police

P

murders of Yong Xin Huang and Aniba! Carasquillo. When Francis Livoti, cop mur-

derer of Anthony Baez was acquitted in 1996, the Latin Ki:}\ags jo]i?Ed other prg;tit;
he train to Brooklyn as news
in the Bronx. They were among the first on o ' ‘
:2;; rapeftorture of Abner Louima hir the streets. Their leader, King Tone, a.k.a.

in Ki i hed in the October 22,
Fernandez, and a Latin King contingent mare ! the
ggﬁ*‘h(}\rll:tioilr:l Day of Protese Against Police Brutality, Thel LatT lf{mgs ali.il t?n{;l;
, i -row Political Prisonier Mu
in the protest to demand a new trial for deat['.L row |

i?l:rut.l-l]zmaETESimilar positive results have been cbtained on occasions by The (ftijode
in their work with the Black street organizations of Brooklyn and Queens, New
Yog;;er the lase two decades, the GDs have grown to roughly '30,000 7r:'ler;1lbeEr’sl widl:}si

GD Chapters in about thirty-five stares, primarily in the midwest.” The ooh
have reached New York City, and have sets in almost every state. Thc:y becir[:l.:: Qct[a e
first Black street gang to spread coast to coast in both si:r:lm::1 and pnsor:.. ) am:
t n .

ximately 235 sets of CRIPs in L.A. an the surround; ‘
;ier:rtﬁyaﬁize are CI{IP sets in sevenreen states and thirty-six cities, u-..cluglllng
Nel:v York. ':CEovemment sources put their collective number at 90,00{:}. Sanylkaid a-
kur asks rhetorically, “Had we not begun as predators of New Afrikans would we
llowed to last this long!™?

ha;?h:e;r;tzr part of the decade witnessed the June 17, 199‘?, rE}Ease of BPP/BLA
POW Geronimo ji-Jaga after twenty-seven years of unjust imprisonment, He waéi
met with a tumultuous welcome home from the masses wherever he traveled an
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he confirmed their faith in him by immediately re-immersing himself in the struggle _

for New Afrikar independence and [iberation of all oppressed peoples. In solidar;

with the unprecedented gathering two years earlier of more than a million Black -

men at the Million Man March, three herolc grassroots sisters: Phile Chionesu,
Asia Coney, and Nadirah Williatms saw their works and faith materialize on Qcto.
ber 25, 1997, when over a million Black wornen gathered ar Philadelphia, Pennsyl.
vanta, for the Million Woman March. South Africa's Mother of the Struggle,
Winnie Mandela, was the key note speaker, along with the Honorable Congress-
woman Maxine Waters, and the just released POW Geronimo. ™
Under POW Jalil Muntaqim's overall leadership, the NALF in conjuncrion with
Jericho 98 Organizing Commirree’s Herman Ferguson and Safiya Bukhari broughe
the Jericho March to fruition on March 27, 1998. 1t was the first national demon-
stration of ies kind on behalf of all PP/POWs in the U5, Thousands of people of
all nationalities from all over the couniry converged in Washington, D.C., to march
from Maleolm X Park to the White House and around it several times, calling for
U.S. recognition of, and amnesty for, all PF/POWs incarcerated in the U.S. Geron-
tmo delivered the key note address at che main demonstration across the streer in
Lafayette Park, Other notable representatives of the people’s struggle speaking at
the event were Ramona Alfrica, Kathleen Cleaver, Angela Davis, Benjamin
Muhamruad {formerly Ben Chavis), Dennis Banks, Alejandro Molina, Julia Wrighe,
Josefina Rodriguez, Alan Berkman, Ali Bey Hassan, Chief Billy Tyak, La Tanya

White and many more—each calling for the release of all PP/POWs from prison

and an end to the U.S.'s oppressive domination of the poor and people of color.

On September 5, 1998, thousands of Black and other youths of color throughout

the country gathered at the Million Youth March/Movement in Hatlem, New York,

and Atlanta, Georgia, The Million Youth Movement in Atlanta was sponsored by -
Minister Louis Farrakhan of the NOI, Kweisi Mfume of the NAACP and Jesse Jack-

son of the Rainhow-Push Coalition. The major theme was that Black youth should
be “God-centered” i their preparations ro take the reins of leadership in the nexe
century, The Million Youth March in Harlem was spearheaded by Dr. Khalid
Muhammad of the New Black Panthess, Artorney Roger Wareham of the December

12th Movement, Artorney Malik Sha bazz, and Erica Ford of The Code. The major

theme centered around a Black youth “Struggle Agenda® for the coming century,
namely:

Freedom,

Reparations for the Black Narion,

Freeing all PP/POWs,

Coritrol of ¢he Politics and Economics of our Cammunitles,
Building Independent Institutions in our Communities,
Control of our Cultural and Intellectual Properties,

End Police Brutality, Hatssment, and Murder of Black Peaple,
End Racism,

Self Determination for the Black Nation
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Speeches were made by Damien of Hatlem's Boys Choir, Farrakhan Muhammec?—
son of Dr, Khalid, Phile Chicnesu, Dr. Josef Ben-Jochannan, Dr. Leonard ]ef“frl’es,
Artorneys Malik Shabazz and Roger Wareham, Emie Longwalker and Warrior
Woran, Minister Conrad Muhammed, Al Sharpton, and others. Messages were
read from various PP/FOWSs. Valentine, a spectator and twenty-tl'tfee-year—olld
member of the United Blood Nation, said one reason he came was “to show 1:115
organization had positives” and “to bring understanding.” He.wore a red and white
bandanna around his head to represent his group, and a Million Youth March dog
collar around his neck.” Dr. Khalid Muhammad's speech concluded the March. at
which rime, a police helicopter buzzed low over the dispersing crowd, and a pul_tce
contingent rushed the stage to cut off the sound system. A me.].ec Erlsi.xed leaving
one spectator and fifteen police injured, The Harlem community was lr.lcensed at
Mayor “Adolph” Giuliant and the police department for their raclstffasqst posture
leading up to and throughout the March, and for their brazen provocations ar its
end, all of which fell shart of their intended effect. .

The New Afrikan struggle behind the walls now follows the laws of its own devel-
opment, paid for in its own bleod, intrinsically linked. to the strupple of its own
pecple, and roored deep in the ebb and flow of its own history. To know thi?[ hiseory
is to already know its future development and direction. The times are serious. Qur
youth, our women, and therefore our very survival as a people are a stake. We need
only, both inside and out, to unite around a struggle agenda, organize, and fight for
it, and we shall win without a doubt.

Sundiata Acoli
USP Allenwood
White Deer, PA
December 7, 1998
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Chapter Eleven

Lorenzo Komboa Ervin

Lorenzo Komboa Ervin was born March 30, 1947, in Charmanooga, Tennessee. A
street gang member in his preteen years, at twelve he joined a local Nationa) Associ-
ation for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) youth group and partici-
pated in the 1960 sit-in protests against racial discrimination in public
accommodations. In 1965, Ervin was drafted for the Vietnam War and served two
years in the U.S. Army before being court-martialed for his radicalism and antiwar
organizing.!

In 1967, Ervin joined the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC). "I learned a lot about internal democracy by being a part of SNCC,”
Ervin writes in Anarchism and the Black Revolution, *[about] how it could make or
break an crganization, and how it had so much to do with the morale of the mem-
bers.” SNCC, he explains, “developed a working style that was very anti-authoritar-
jan and unique to the civil rights movement.” Ervin joined the Black Panther Party
(BPP) between 1967 and 1968. He credited his brief period with the Panchers as
another valuable leaming experience: “It taught me,” he recalled, “abour the limits
of—and even the bankruptcy of—leadership in a revolurionary moment . . . a real-
lzation that many times leaders have one agenda, followers have another.™

After nationwide riots followed Martin Luther King, Jr.'s 1968 assassination, a
grand jury in Hamilton County, Tennessee, began to investigate “SNCC and the
Black Power movement's tole in planning disturbances in the city of Chatra-
nooga,™ Fearing “gun-running” charges against him and other SNCC activists and
threats of violence from the police and Klansmen, Ervin left the city and went into
hiding. The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) utilized the 1968 Civil Rights
Act to pursue him on charges of allegedly “bombing Klan offices and smuggling
Buns to be used during a civil disturbance,”” That act, which became known as the
“Rap Brown Law,” made it a federal crime to cross state lines to incite a riot,” rhat
is, engage in political agitation.

On Febryary 25, 1969, armed with a revolver, Lorenzo Ervin hijacked a St. Lois-
to-San Juan, Puerto Rico, jetliner, rerouting it to Cuba.f There, Ervin suerendered



166 Lorenzo Kombon Ervin

te Cuban authorities, In Atlanta on March 10, 1969, he was indicred by a faderm
grand jury and a warrant was issued, "The following month, with a Cuban passpory, -,

he flew Czechoslovakia, whe

traveled to the American embassy 1o renounce his American citizenship and wag
subsequently detained o face charges in the Unired States. Ervin alleges that he
was coerced to sign “voluntary” repatriarion papers. While being escorted by

embassy personnel ro the airpor
youth hostel in East Berlin

reported that ke had “volungari]

On July €, 1970, he was sentenced by an all-white jury in a Georgia court to
concurrent life imprisonment on two <ounts of aireraft hijacking. This was the fist
life sentence ever imposed on a hijacker. 2 During his hfteen-year incarceration, he

was moved approximately every

West, yet continued 1o organize against racism and for prisoners’ human rights.

For his political activity, he

Ervin remained palitically engaged: while held in prison in Marion, Ilinois, he :
group of prisoners who fought in federal courts for

jotned the *Marion Brothers,” a
general prisoners’ rights. The Ma

abhotrent treatment received in the infamous Marion Control Unit. Their work

Prisoners.? Ervin's work with the Marion Brothers helped build intemariona] intep-

» he was arrested by U.S, agents and forcibly repatriated
to stand trial on charges of air piracy and kidnapping ? After the FBI arrested him
at John F, Kennedy Internationg] Airport on September 24, vhe New York Times

re he was given polirical asylum.” In Prague, Ervin

t, he escaped.® Found op September 22, 1969, in a

¥ recumed. "1t

two years between prisons in the South and Mid-

was frequently held in solitary confinement. Yer

est in his case. During the lare 19705, he was “adopred” by Eurapean anarchist orga-
nizations that popularized his case and that of other polirical Prisoners, protesting

European visits by then presiden
paigns, Ervin was released from g

t Jimmy Carter,' Dye tg protest and support cam-
Memphis, Tennessee, prison in December of 1983,

After his release, Ervin returned ro Chattanooga, where he remained accive wich
Concerned Citizens for Justice, a local civil rights group Organizing against police

brutality and the Ku Kiux Kian.!
number of political resistance cas
“Chattanooga 3.6

Abron, JoNina M. Protest. WWW.pIoL

March 2001, A1

¥ Ervin's continued activity led to his arrests on, a
€3, most notably these of the “Chattanooga 8" and
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ANARCHIST VS. MARXIST-LENINIST THOUGHT
ON THE ORGANIZATION OF SOCIETY

Histarically, there have been three major forms of socialism—Libertarian Socialism
{Amarchism), Authoritarian Soctalism (Marsist Communism), and Democratic
Socialism (electoral social democracy). The non-Anarchist Left has echoed the
bourgeoisie’s portrayal of Anarchism as an ideology of chaos and lunacy. But Anar-
chism, and especially Anarchist-Communism, has nothing in commen with this
image. [t is false and made up by its ideological epponents, the Marxist-Leninists.

It is very difficult for the Marxist-Leninists to make an objective criticism of
Anarchism as such, because by its very nature it undermines all suppositions basic
to Marxism. If Marxism and Leninism ([and] its variant which emerged during the
Russian Revolution) is held our to be the working class philosophy, and rhe prole-
sariar cannot owe its emancipation to anyone but the Communist Party, it is hard
to go back on it and say that the working class is nor yet ready to dispense with
authority over it. [V. 1.] Lenin came up with the idea of the transitional State, which
would “wither away” over time, to go along with Marx's “dictarorship of the prole-
rariat.” The Anarchists expose this line as counter-revolurionary and sheer power-
grabbing, and over seventy-five years of Marxist-Leninist practice have proven us
right. These so-called Socialist States produced by Marxist-Leninist docerine have
only produced Sralinist police scates, where workers have no rights, and a new ruling
¢lass of technocrats and party politicians have emerged, and the class differencial
between those the State favored over those it didn’t created widespread deprivation
among the masses and another class struggle. But instead of meeting such criticisms
head on, they have concentrated their atracks not on the doctrine of Anarchism,
but on particular Anarchist historical figures, especially [Mikhail] Bakunin ([Karl]
Marx's main opponent in the Fiest International).!

Anarchists are sacial revolurionaries who seek a stateless, classless, voluntary,
cooperative federation of decentralized communities based upon social cwnership,
individual liberty, and autonomous self-management of sacial and economic life.

The Anarchists differ with the Macxist-Leninists in many areas bur especially in
otganization bullding. They differ from the auchoritarian socialists in primarily
theee ways: they ceject the Marxist-Leninist notions of the vanguard party, demo-
craric centralism and the dictatorship of the proletariat, and Anarchists have alter-
natives for each of them. The problem is that atmost the entire Left (including
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some Anarchists) is completely unaware of Anarchism’s tangible structural altemna
tives of the catalyst group, Anarchist consersus, and the mass commune.

The Anarchist alternarive to the vanguard party is the catalyst group. The cara
lyst group is merely an Anarchise-Communist federation of affinity groups in action
The catalyst group, or revolutionary anarchist federation, would meet on a regular
basis or only when necessary, depending on the wishes of the membership and thy
urgency of social conditions. It would be made up of represencatives from the affin
ity group (or the affinity group itself), with full voting rights, privileges, and respon
sibilities. It would borh ser policies and future actions to be performed. 1t would
produce both Anarchist-Communist theory and social pracrice. It believes in th
class struggle and the necessity to overthrow Capitalist rule. It organizes in the com.
munities and workplaces. It is democratic and has no authority figures like a party
boss or central commirtee.

In order to make a revolution, large-scale, coordinared movements are necessary, -
and their formation is in no way counter to Anarchism. What Anarchists are
opposed to is hierarchical, power-tripping leadership which suppresses the creative
urge of the bulk of those involved, and forces an agenda down their throats. Mem-
bers of such groups are mere servants and worshippers of the party leadership. But:
althouph Anarchists reject this type of domineering leadership, they do recogniz
that some people ate more experienced, articulate, or skilled than others, and these
people will play leadership action roles. These persons are not authority figures, and 31
can be removed ac che will of the body. There is also a conscious atrempt to rou--
tinely rotate responsibility and to pass on these skills ro each other, especially to
women and people of color, who would ordinarily not get the chance. The experi-
ence of these persons, who are usually veteran acrivists or better qualified than most:
at the moment, can help form and drive forward movements, and even help to cry
tallize the potenrial for revolutionary change in the popular movement. What they:
cannot do is take over the initiative of the movemenr itself. The members of thes
groups reject hierarchical positions {anyone having more official authority than:
others}), and unlike the Marxist-Leninist vanguard pacties, the Anarchist groups:
won't be allowed to perpetuate their leadership through a dictatorship after the rev-
olution. Instead, the catalyst group itself will be dissolved and its members, when
they are ready, will be absorbed into the new society’s collective decision-making
process. Therefore, these Anarchists are not leaders, but merely advisors and orga-
nizets ED[' a mass movemendt. . . .

Anarchism is not confined ro the ideas of a single theoretician, and it allows
individual creativity to develop in collective groupings, instead of the characteristic
dogmatism of the Marxist-Leninists. Therefore, not being cultist, it encourages a
great deal of innovation and experimentation, prompting its adherents to respond
realistically ro contemporary conditions. It is the concept of making ideology it the
demands of life, racher than trying to make life fir the demands of ideology.

Therefore, Anarchists build organizations in order to build a new world, not per-
petuate domination over the masses of people. We must build an organized, coordi-
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nated international movement aimed at transforming the globe into a mass
Cgmmunﬁ. e

WHERE 18 THE BLACK STRUGGLE
AND WHERE SHOULD IT BE GOING?

Some, usually comfortable Black middle class professionals, politicians or business-
men who rode the 1960s Civil Rights movement into power or prominence, will
say that there is no longer any necessity to struggle in the streets during the 19305
for Black freedom. They say that we have “arrived” and are now “almost free.” They
say our only struggle now is o “integrare the money,” or win wealth for themselves
and members of their social class, even chough they give lip service to “empowering
the poor.” Look, they say: we can vote, our Black faces are all over TV in commer-
cials and situation: comedies, there are hundreds of Black millionaires, and we have
political representatives in the halls of Congress and State houses all over the land.
In fact, they say, there are currently over 7,000 Black elected officials, several of
whom preside aver the large cities in the nation, and there is even a governor of a
Southern state who is an African-American. That's whae they say. But does this
tell the whole story?

The fact is that we are in as bad or even worse a shape economically and politi-
cally as when the Civil Rights movement began in the 1950s. One in every four
Black males are in prison, on probation, on parole, or under arrest;? at least one-
third or more of Blacl family units are now single parent families mired in poverty;
unemployment hovers at 18-25 percent for Black communities; the drug economy
is the number one employer of Black youth; most substandard housing units are still
concentrated in Black neighborhoods; Blacks and other non-Whites suffer from the
worst health care; and Black communities are still underdeveloped because of racial
discrimination by municipal governments, mottgage companies and banks, who
‘redline” Black neighbothoods from receiving community development, housing
and small business loans which keep our communities poor. We also suffer from
murderous acts of police brutality by racist cops which have resulted in thousands
of deaths and wounding, and intermecine gang watfare resuleing in numerous youth
homicides (and & great deal of grief). But what we suffer from most and what
encompasses all of these ills is the fact that we are an oppressed people, in facra
colonized people, who are subject o the rule of an oppressive government. We really
have no rights under chis system, except thar which we have fought for and even
that is now in peril. Clearly we need a new mass Black protest movement to chal-
lenge the government and corporations and expropriate the funds needed for our
comrmunities to sutvive.

Yet for the past twenty-five yeats the revolutionary Black movement has been on
the defensive. Due to co-optation, repression, and bettayals of the Black Liberarion
movement of the 1960s, today’s movement has suffered a series of serbacks and has
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now become static in comparisen. This may be because it is just now getting irg
stuff together after being pummeled by the Stare’s police agencies, and also becaus
of the internal political contradictions which arose in the major Black revolution,
ary groups like the Black Panther Party, Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com
mittee (SNCC or “snick” as it was called in those days), and the League of:
Revolutionary Black Workers, which [ believe were factors which led to the destruc. i
tion of the 1960s Black Left in this councry. OF course, many blame this period o
relative inactivity in the Black movemenrt on the lack of forceful leadets in th
mold of Malcolm X, Martin Luther King (Jr.), Marcus Garvey, etc., while other peo
ple blame che “fact that the Black masses have allegedly become “corrupt and apa
thetic,” or just need the “correct revolutionary line.”

Whatever the true facts of the matter, it can clearly be seen that the EOVEMment
the capitalist corporations, and the racist ruling class are exploiting the currenf
weakness and confusion of the Black movement to make an attack on the Black
working class, and are artempting 1o totally strip the gains won during the Civil
Rights era. In addition there is a resurgence of racism and conservatism among
broad layers of the White population, which is a direcr result of this right-wing
campaign. Clearly this is a rime when we must entectain new ideas and new tactics
in the freedom struggle.

The ideals of Anarchism are something new to the Black movement and have
never really been examined by Black and other non-White activists, but pue simply
it means that the peaple themselves should rule, not governments, political pasties,
or self-appointed leaders in their name. Anarchism also stands for the self-determi-
nation of all oppressed peoples, and their right to struggle for freedom . . . by any
MEans necessary.

So what road is in order for the Black movement? Centinuing 1o depend on
opportunistic Demeeratic hack poliricians like Bill Clinton or Ted Kennedy, the
same old group of middle class sell-out leaders of the Civil Rights lobby, one or
another of the authoritarian Leninist sects, who insise that they and they alone have
the correct path to “revolutionary enlightenment™; or finally building a grasstaots
revolutionary protest movement to fight the racist government and rulers? Only the
Black masses can finally decide the matter, whether they will be content to bear
the brunt of the current economic depression and the escalating racist brurality, or
will lead a fighthack. Anaechists trust the best instincts of the people, and human
nature dictates that where there is repression, there will be resistance, where there

is slavery, there will be a strupgle against it. The Black masses have shown they will
fight, and when they organize they will win!

A CALL FOR A NEW BLACK PROTEST MCVEMENT

Those Anarchists who are Black like myself recognize thar there has to be a whele
new social movement which is democratic on the grassroots level and is self-acti-
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ated. Tt will be a movement which is independent of the major political parties,
the State and the government. It must be a movement which, although it seeks
to expropriate government money for projects which beneﬁt the people, does not
recognize any progressive role for the government in the lives of the people. The
govenment will not free us, and is part of the problem, rather than part of the
solution. In fact, only the Black masses themselves can wage the Black freedom
struggle, not a government bureaucracy (like the U.S. Justice Department), reforrq-
ist civil rights leaders like Jesse Jackson, or a revolutionary vanguard party on their
behaif.

Of course, at a certain historical moment a protest leader can play & tremendous
revolutionary role as a spokesperson for the people’s feelings, or even produce correct
strategy and theory for a certain period (Malcolm X, Marcus Garvey, and Martin
Luther King, Jr. come to mind), and a *vanguard party” may win mass support and
acceprance among the people for a time (e.g., the Black Panther Part? of the
1960s); but it is the Black masses themselves who will make the revolution, and
once set spontaneously in motion, know exactly what they want. Though leaders
may be motivated by good or bad, eventually they will act as a brake on the struggle,
especially if they lose touch with the freedom aspirations of the Black masses. Lead-
ers can only really serve a legitimate purpose as an advisor and catalyst to the move-
ment, and should be subject to immediate recall if they act contrary to the peaple’s
wishes, and of course in that kind of limited role they are not leaders ar all, they
are comnunity organizers, .

The dependence of the Black movement on leaders and leadership (espemall‘y
the Black bourgeoisie} has led us into a political dead end. We are expected to wait
and suffer quietly until the next messianic leader asserts himself, as if he or she were
“divinely missioned” (as some have claimed to be). What is even more harmfu} is
that many Black people have adopred a slavish psychology of “obeying and serving
our leaders,” without considering what they themselves are capable of doing. Thus
they prefer to bemoan rhe brural facts, for year after year, of how Brother Malcolm
X was taken away from us rather than trying to analyze the current situation and
then carrying on his work in the community. Some mistakenly refer to th‘%s as a
“leadership vacuum.” The fact is that there has not been much movement in Fhe
Black revolutionary movement since his assassination and che vircual drastructmn
of groups like the Black Panther Party. We have been stagnated by middle class
reformism and misundersianding, We need to come up with new ideas and revolu-
tionary formarions in how to fight our enemies. We need a new mass protest move-
ment. It is up to the Black masses to build it, not leaders or polirical parties. They
cannot save us. We can only save outselves.

WHAT FORM WILL THIS MOVEMENT TAKE!

If there was one thing which was learned by Anarchist revolutionaey organizers in
the 1960s, you don’t otganize a mass movement or a social revalution just by creat-
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ing one central organizarion, such as a vanguard polirical party or a labor union,
Even though Anarchists believe in revolutionary erganization, it is @ means to an
end, instead of the ends itself, In other words, the Anarchist groups are not formed
with the intention of being permanent organizations to seize power after a revoly-
vionary struggle. Bur rather o be groups which act as a catalyst to revolutionary
struggles, and which try to take the people’s rebellions, like the 1992 Los Angeles
revolt, to & higher level of resistance.

Two features of a new mass movement must be the intention of creating dual
power institutions to challenge the state, fand] the ability to have a grassroots
autonemist movement which can take advantage of a pee-revolutionary simuation
to go all the way. Dual power means thar you ceganize a number of collectives and
communes in cities and towns all over North America, which are in fact liberated
zones, outside of the conrral of the government. Autonomy means chat the move-
ment must be truly independent and a free association of all those united around
commen goals, rather than membership as the result of some ocath or ather pressure.,
So how would Anarchists intervene in the revolutionary process in Black neighbor-
haods? Well, obviously North American or "White” Anarchists cannot go into
Black communities and just proselytize, bur they certainly should work with non.
White Anarchists and help them work in comnmunities of color. {I do think thar
the example of the New Jersey Anarchist Federation and its loose alliance wich the
Black Panther mavement in that state is an example of how we must start.) And
we are definitely not talking about a sicuation where Black orpanizers go into the
neighborheod and win people to Anarchism so that they can then be controlled by
Whites and some party. This is how the Communist Party and other Marxist graups
operate, but it cannot be how Anarchists work. We spread Anarchist beliefs not to
“take over” people, but to let them know how they can berter organize themselves
to fight tyranny and obtain freedom. We want to work with them as fellow human
beings and allies, who have their own experiences, agendas, and needs. The idea is
fo get as many movements of people fighting the state as possible, sinee that is what
brings the day of freedom for us all a little closer.

There needs to be some sorr of revolutionary otganization for Anarchists to work
on the local level, so we will call these local geoups Black Resistance Committees.
Each one of these Commitrees will be Black working class social revolutionary col-
lectives in the community to fight for Black tights and freedom as part of the Social
Revolurion. The Committees would have no leader ot “party boss,” and would be
without any type of hierarchy structure; they would also be anti-authority. They
exist to do revolutionary work, and thus are nor debaring societies or a club 1o elect
Black politicians to office. They are revolutionary political formations, which will
be linked with other such groups all over North America and other parts of the
world in 2 larger mavement called a federation. A federation is needed to coordinate
the actions of such groups, let others know what is happening in each area, and o
set down widespread strategy and ractics. {We will call this one, for want of  beter
name, the “African Revolurionary Federation,” or it can be part of a multi-culrural
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federation.) A federation of the sort I am talking about is a mass membership orga-
nization, which will be democraric and made up of all kinds of smaller groups and
individuals. Bur this is not a government or representative system 1 am talking
about; there would be no permanent positions of power, and even the facilitarors of
internal programs would be subject to immediate recall or have a regular rotation of
duties. When a federation is no longer needed, it can be disbanded. Try that with
a Communist party or one of the major Capitalist parries in North America!

NOTES

Originally released in its entirety as a pamphlet in 1979, this version is excerpred from a
1993 reprint by the Mid-Adantic Anarchist Publishing Colleccive in Philadelphia.

1. Editor's note: Mikhail Aleksandrovich Bakunin (18141876} was one of the earliest
theorists of anarchism. See: Mikhail Aleksandrovich Bakunin, God and the State (Freeporr,
N.Y.: Books for Libraries Press, 1971) and Marxism, Freedom and the State (London: Freadom
Press, 1950}, o .

2. Editor's note: According to the Sentencing Project’s mid-year Z001 statistics, one in
every eight African American males in the ewenty-five 1o thirty-four age range is incgrcer-
ated in prison or jail on any given day. See New Inmate Populasion Figures Show Continced
Growth, Prospects for Change in Policy Unclesr, www.sentencingproject.org/news/inmatepop-
apr0?.pdf.



