
Perception and Reality  
 

Philosophy 116, Spring 2018 | Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:55am-11:10am | Hopkins Hall 400 

Joe Cruz 
Professor of  Philosophy & Chair, Cognitive Science Program 

Stetson Rm 503 | jcruz@williams.edu 

Office Hours: Tuesdays 1:30-3pm, Wednesdays 1-3, Thursdays 2-3pm, and by appointment 

Writing tutor and teaching assistant: Emma Lezberg |eml6@williams.edu 

REQUIRED TEXTS (Available at The Williams Bookstore)  

	 	 Berkeley, G. (1979). Three Dialogues Between Hylas and Philonous (R. Adams, ed.).  
     Indianapolis: Hackett. (Original work published 1787)  
Braitenberg, V. (1984). Vehicles. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.  
Descartes, R. (1993). Meditations on First Philosophy (D. Cress, trans.). Indianapolis: Hackett.  
     (Original work published 1641) 
Hume, D. (1998) Dialogues on Natural Religion (R. Popkin, ed.). Indianapolis: Hackett.  
     (Original work published 1777) 
 
And a course packet available at 51 Park Street (behind Paresky and Frosh Quad). 

 
GRADING 

	 	 Grading on all assignments is anonymous. Please turn in your papers with only your Williams ID number on it. 

Anonymous grading is one way of  assuring that the collegiality of  our interactions does not 
cloud my assessment of  your work. One disadvantage of  anonymous grading is that I will not 
know when your work is systematically inadequate and will not approach you with concerns 
about your writing. As a result, there is an additional burden of  responsibility on your shoulders. 
You must elect to visit office hours, to discuss your work with the teaching assistant, and to seek 
out informal opportunities to improve your writing. 

The desire to preserve the integrity of  the anonymous grading system should never prevent you 
from seeking advice on assignments for this course. You are encouraged to speak with me with 
your work in hand. Naturally this will reveal facts of  authorship, and may give me some insight 
into your style and interests. Still, your success in meeting the challenges of  this course should 
always be our first concern.  

	 1. Assignments 

FOUR essays, 1500-2000 words, strictly enforced. Indicate the word count not including the 
bibliography at the bottom of  the last page. Each essay is worth 22.5% of  your final grade. Your 
essays will present well developed and carefully argued theses on topics we have covered. This is 
different from merely giving your opinion or confessing your experiences. You must give reasons 
for why the reader should agree with you.  
 
I have prepared an on-line writing tutor for introductory philosophical essays:  
http://sites.williams.edu/philosophywritingtutor/ . You should plan to put aside an hour or two 
going through it early in the semester.  
 
Essays should be typewritten, double spaced in a 12 point font with 1 inch margins. No title 
page. Writing assignments are due at 8pm on the days indicated on the schedule. Papers turned 
in any time later than 8pm but on the day it is due will be penalized 1 grade step (e.g., A- to B+). 
Papers turned in any time the day after it is due will be assessed a three grade step penalty (e.g., 
A- to B-). Papers turned in any time two days after they are due will be penalized seven grade 
steps. Days end at 11:59pm. The only exceptions will be due to medical issues documented by 
the Deans Office. 
Written work must reflect original thoughts and ideas.The essays for this course are not research papers. 
You will not be expected to consult outside sources for your work. Any direct quotations or 
paraphrased material from outside sources must be credited and footnoted. Violation of  this 
constitutes plagiarism. If  you have questions about how the honor code applies to written work, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  

	 2. Participation 

Discussion is essential to the vitality of  the class, and is a crucial component of  philosophical 
engagement. Thoughtful participation in class discussion is also one indicator that you are 
reading carefully. Thus, participation will constitute 10% of  the final grade. 
 
Your first priority is reading the assignments carefully and working diligently on the writing for 
the course. Thoughtful, honest, and respectful participation derives from these. Every effort will 
be made to ensure that the class is a welcoming forum for sharing serious ideas. 'Participation' 
includes being attentive and engaged in class, asking clarificatory questions, and discussing 
aspects of  the course with the instructor during office hours.  

CLASS RESOURCES 

 
Teaching Assistant—Emma Lezberg will be available to talk informally about the readings, the class 
discussion, and the paper assignments. Please email her for meeting times.  
 
Philosophy Study Hall—Before each essay is due we will meet as a group to talk about paper ideas and 
to discuss philosophy. These OPTIONAL sessions will typically go from 9pm to about 11pm, and 
specific dates will be announced in class. Feel welcome to bring your notes, books, and laptop.  
 
Accommodations—Students with disabilities who may need disability-related classroom 
accommodations for this course are encouraged to set up an appointment to meet with me as soon 
as possible and to contact the Dean's Office (at extension 4262).  
  



SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND READINGS 
All readings are to be done in advance of  the class meeting. 

No laptops or food in class 

January	 	  
     31		 Discussion: Introduction to Knowledge and Mind  
 (Weds.)	 Readings: None 

February  
     6	 	 Discussion: Certainty  
	 	 Readings: Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy Meditation I, and 
	 	      Meditation II (first half), pp. 13-20  
 
     8	 	 Discussion: Knowledge of  Mind versus Knowledge of  Body  
	 	 Readings: Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy, Meditation II (second half) and  
	 	      Meditation III (first part), pp. 21-27. 

     13		 Discussion: Mind and Matter 
	 	 Readings: Berkeley, Three Dialogues Between Hylas and Philonous (pp. 7-42) 

     15		 Discussion: The Second Dialogue Begins 
	 	 Readings: Berkeley, Three Dialogues Between Hylas and Philonous (pp. 43-53)  

     20		 Discussion: What Can We Know? 
	 	 Readings: Berkeley, Three Dialogues Between Hylas and Philonous (pp. 54-71) 

     22		 Discussion: God and Reality  
	 	 Readings: Berkeley, Three Dialogues Between Hylas and Philonous (pp. 73-94)  

     23 (Fri.)	 FIRST ESSAY DUE at 8pm emailed as a PDF attachment 

     27		 Discussion: Limits of  Reason 
	 	 Readings: Hume, Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, Section IV 

 March 
     1	 	 Discussion: Philo, Cleanthes, and Demea Debate 
	 	 Readings: Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion, Introduction and Parts I-III  
 
     6	 	 Discussion: The Debate Continues  
	 	 Readings: Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion, Parts IV-VII 

     8	 	 Discussion: The Debate Continues 
	 	 Readings: Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion, Parts VIII-X 
 
     13		 Discussion: The Debate Ends 
	 	 Readings: Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion, Part XI  

     15		 Discussion: Theism and Atheism  
	 	 Readings: Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion, Part XII 

     16 (Fri.)	 SECOND ESSAY DUE at 8pm emailed as a PDF attachment 

  April 
     3	 	 Discussion: Minds  
	 	 Readings: Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy, Meditation VI  
 
     5	 	 Discussion: Mind/Body Interaction  
	 	 Readings: Elisabeth of  Bohemia, Correspondence with Descartes 
     10		 Discussion: Things That Think  
	 	 Readings: Braitenberg, Vehicles, Introduction & Chapters 1-5 

     12		 Discussion: Things That Think  
	 	 Readings: Braitenberg, Vehicles, Chapters 6-8 

     17		 Discussion: Things That Think  
	 	 Readings: Braitenberg, Vehicles, Chapters 9-11 

     19		 Discussion: Human Minds 
	 	 Readings: Braitenberg, Vehicles, Chapters 12-14 
    
     20 (Fri.)	 THIRD ESSAY DUE at 8pm emailed as a PDF attachment  

     24		 Discussion: Conceivability  
	 	 Readings: Brie Gertler, “In Defense of  Mind-Body Dualism 
  
     26		 Discussion: Dualism Redux  
	 	 Readings: José Gusmão Rodrigues, “There are no good objections to substance 
	 	     dualism”  
   May  
     1	 	 Discussion: Consciousness  
	 	 Readings: Susan Blackmore, from Consciousness: An Introduction 

     3	 	 Discussion: The Knowledge Argument 
	 	 Readings: Frank Jackson, "Epiphenomenal Qualia" 

     8	 	 Discussion: The First Person Perspective 
	 	 Readings: Kathleen Akins, “A Bat Without Qualities?” 

     10		 Discussion: What is Physicalism?  
	 	 Readings: Barbara Montero, “The Body Problem” 

     15	(Tues.)FOURTH ESSAY DUE at 8pm emailed as a PDF attachment


