
Philosophy of  Animals 
PHIL 216 | Mondays 7pm to 9:40pm | Hopkins Hall Rm 400 (The Rogers Room) 

Joe Cruz 
Professor of  Philosophy 

& Chair, Cognitive Science Program 
Sawyer-Stetson Rm 503 | jcruz@williams.edu 

Office Hours: Mondays 1:30pm-3:30, Wednesdays 9:30am-11 and by appointment 

REQUIRED MATERIAL 

	 —Coetzee, J.M. (1999) The Lives of  Animals (available at the bookstore). 

—All other required readings are in the course reading packets. The first volume is 
available for pickup at the mail and copy center in the Class of  '37 House at 51 Park 
Street (behind Paresky and the Freshman Quad). 

—This course has a series of  art works associated with it on display in the Object Lab at 
the Williams College Art Museum. These give a small view into the way that we have 
conceived of  our relationship with non-human animals. You will be expected to 
incorporate material from the Object Lab into your weekly papers or in your final paper. 

You are required to attend one “field trip” to WCMA. There will be two offered during 
the semester—Thursday March 10th 7pm-8pm and Thursday April 14 7pm-8pm—and 
you may choose which to attend. You are also welcome to visit the Object Lab any time 
during open museum hours, every day 10am-5pm except Wednesday (closed) and 
Thursday when it is open 10-am-8pm. Visiting by yourself  is optional and is not a 
substitution for the class field trip. 

—We may from time to time watch videos in class to enhance our understanding of  the 
empirical or contextual details of  the readings. In some cases these may be upsetting. 
Every attempt will be made to describe the video in advance in a way that will give you 
enough information on whether you want to view it. Watching the videos is not required. 

GRADING  

1. Participation  

Discussion is essential to the vitality of  the seminar. Your first priority is reading the 
assignments carefully and working diligently on the writing for the course. Thoughtful, 
honest, and respectful participation derives from these. Every effort will be made to ensure 
that the class is a welcoming forum for sharing serious ideas. In addition, participation is 

more inclusive than many students realize. Being attentive and engaged in class, asking 
clarificatory questions, and discussing aspects of  the course with the instructor during office 
hours all fall under this heading. 10% of  the final grade.  

2. Seminar papers  

You are required to write four seminar papers during the semester, at least two of  which must 
be before Spring Vacation. The topics for semester essays are open; you may write on any 
element of  the reading material from the week that you select. For example, you may briefly 
summarize the empirical and philosophical issues of  the reading and critically respond by 
using other material from the course. Or, you may pick a few direct quotations from the 
readings and attempt to show that the ideas contained in it are misguided or fail to take into 
consideration important factors. Note that your responses need not be negative. You may take 
these papers as an opportunity to sympathetically review or to elaborate on proposals made 
in the literature.  

4-5 pages. Typewritten, double spaced in a 12 point font. Each is worth 15% of  your final 
grade.  

3. Final paper  

The final paper may be an extension of  a weekly paper or may advance completely new 
ideas. This will be an opportunity for extended discussion of  any topic in the course. You are 
not required to seek additional sources for final papers, though you may.  

8-10 pages. Typewritten, double spaced in a 12 point font. No title page. 30% of  final grade. 
Essays are due on May 21st at 5pm by email. 

Grading on all writing assignments will be anonymous. Please turn in your papers with only your  
Williams ID number on it in some unobtrusive place. Anonymous grading is one way of  assuring 
that the collegiality of  our interactions does not cloud my assessment of  your work. One 
disadvantage to anonymous grading is that the instructor will not know when your work is 
systematically inadequate and will not approach you with concerns about your writing. As a 
result, there is an additional burden responsibility on your shoulders. You must elect to visit office 
hours to seek out opportunities to improve your writing.  

The desire to preserve the integrity of  the anonymous grading system should never prevent you 
from seeking advice on assignments for this course. You are encouraged to speak with me with 
your work in hand. Naturally this will reveal facts of  authorship, and may give the instructor 
some insight into your style and interests. Still, your success in meeting the challenges of  this 
course should always be our first concern. 



Schedule of  Readings 
All readings to be done in advance of  the class meeting 

NO LAPTOPS OR FOOD IN SEMINAR 

Week One, February 8—Introduction to Minds and Morality 

Dennett (1996) Chapters 1-2 from Kinds of  Minds. 
Coetzee, J. M. (1999) The Lives of  Animals. 

Week Two, February 15—Sentience and Animal Consciousness I 

Griffin D. (2001) Animal Minds, Chapter 1. 
Griffin D. (2004) New Evidence of  Animal Consciousness. 
Wynne, C. (2004) The Perils of  Anthropomorphism. 
Carruthers, P. (1989) Brute Experience. 

Week Three, February 22—Sentience and Animal Consciousness II 

Singer, P. (1975) Animal Liberation, Chapter 1.  
Singer P. (1999) Response to Coetzee in The Lives of  Animals. 
Pollan, M. (2002) An Animal’s Place. 
Verner, G (2002) In Nature’s Interest, Chapter 2. 
Low, P. et al (2012) The Cambridge Declaration on Consciousness. 

Week Four, February 29—Self  Awareness 

Gallup, G. et al (2002) The Mirror Test. 
Reiss D., and Marino, L. (2001) Mirror self-recognition in the bottlenose dolphin: 
		 A case of  cognitive convergence. 
Shumaker, R. and Swartz, K. (2002) When Tradiitional Methodologies Fail: 
		 Cognitive Studies of  Great Apes. 
De Veer, M., and Van Den Bos, R. (1999) A critical review of  the methodology and 
		 interpretation of  mirror self-recognition research in nonhuman primates. 
Degrazia, D. (2009) Self-Awareness in Animals. 

Week Five, March 7—Animal Cognition: Beliefs and Concepts 

Stich, S. (1979) Do Animals Have Beliefs? 
Allen, C. and Bekoff, M. (1991) Concept Attribution in Nonhuman Animals: 
		 Theoretical and Methodological Problems in Ascribing Complex Mental Processes. 
Wynne, C. and Udell, M. (2013) Animal Cognition, Chapter 3, Concept Formation. 
Jamieson, D. (2009) What do animals think? 

Week Six, March 14—Language 

Brakke, K. and Savage-Rumbaugh, S. (1995) The developmenet of  language skills in bonobo 

		 and chimpanzee—I. comprehension. 
Pepperberg, I. (2006) Cognitive and communicative abilities of  Grey parrots. 
Slobodchikoff, C. (2009) Cognition and Communication in Prairie Dogs. 
Cheney, D. and Seyfarth, R. (1997) Why Animals Don’t Have Language. 

Week Seven, April 4—Animal Rights 

Singer, P. (1986) Animals and the Value of  Life. 
Posner, R. (2005) Animal Rights: Legal, Philosophical, and Pragmatic Perspectives. 
Cohen, C. (2004) Why animals are mistakenly believed to have rights. 
Diamond, C. (2004) Eating Meat and Eating People. 

Week Eight, April 11—Duties to Animals 

Koorsgaard, C. (2004) Fellow Creatures: Kantian Ethics and Our Duties to Animals.  
Fisher, J. (1992) Taking Sympathy Seriously: A Defense of  Our Moral Psychology Toward  
		 Animals. 
Nussbaum, M. (2006) The Moral Status of  Animals. 

Week Nine, April 18—Emotions 

Bekoff, M. (2000) Animal Emotions: Exploring Passionate Natures.  
Panskepp, J. et al (2010) The Philosophical Implications of  Affective Neuroscience. 
Dixon, B. (2001) Animal Emotions. 
Dawkins, M. S. (2000) Animal Minds and Animal Emotions. 

Week Ten, April 25—Eating Animals 

PCIFAP (2008) Putting Meat on the Table: Industrial Farm Animal Production in America 
Engel, M. (2000) The Immorality of  Eating Meat.  
Hooley, D. and Nobis, N. (2015) A Moral Argument for Veganism. 
Warfield, T. (2015) Eating Dead Animals: Meat Eating, Meat Purchasing, and Proving Too Much. 

Week Eleven, May 2—Human Beings and Animals 

Mithen, S. (1999) The Hunter-Gatherer Prehistory of  Human-Animal Interactions. 
Gray, P. and Young, S. (2011) Human-Pet Dynamics in a Cross-Cultural Perspective. 
Smuts, B (1999) In Reflections The Lives of  Animals. 
Hens, K. (2009) Ethical Responsibilities Towards Dogs: An Inquiry Into the Dog-Human  
		 Relationship. 
Clement, G. (2011) “Pets or Meat”? Ethics and Domestic Animals. 

Week Twelve, May 9—Wild Animals 

Callicott, J. (1992) Animal Liberation: A Triangular Affair. 
Hargrove., E. (1992) Foundations of  Wildlife Protection Attitudes. 
Loftin, R. (1985) The morality of  hunting. 
Jamieson, D. (2006) Against Zoos.


